
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, November 6, 2022 (Lesson #10)  

 

New Unit:  Christ is the Book of Hebrews. 

 

Our Compassionate High Priest:  Jesus Christ ministers as our 

compassionate High Priest.                 

 
Scriptures:  Hebrews 4:14-5:11; 6:9-12.                                   

  

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson looks at the benefits of having Jesus Christ as our High 

Priest.  The New Testament teaches the priesthood of all believers, 1 Peter 2:9; however, in 

Pentecostal churches the pastor is not called a priest.  A priest’s role is to serve as an 

intercessor between God and people, and Jesus Christ, God and humans are brought together 

in the one person able to fully identify with both God and humans.  Under the old covenant, 

the priests offered sacrifices to God for their own sins and the people’s sins.  In contrast to 

that, Jesus had no sins, but gave Himself, the perfect priest and spotless Lamb of God, once 

for all sinners on the cross, to obtain our eternal salvation.   

 

Historical Background:  In keeping with the Law of Moses, Jewish worshipers in Bible times 

brought sacrifices for sins, and offerings of thanksgiving and praise, to an official priest of 

Israel, who offered to God their sacrifices and offerings, and made intercession for them to 

God.  These sacrifices and offering were brought to the Temple in Jerusalem during Jesus’ 

earthly life, and at the time of the writing of the Letter to the Hebrews, AD 63-64.  After that, 

in AD 70, the Temple was destroyed by the Romans, and the Jews have not offered sacrifices 

and offerings to God from that time to this, because the Law of Moses requires that sacrifices 

and offerings be made only in the Temple.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Gracious and Merciful:  Hebrews 4:14-5:4. 

A. Our High Priest Can Be Touched, 4:14-16. 

B. Humans Ministering to Humans, 5:1-4. 

2. Perfect and Eternal:  Hebrews 5:5-11. 

A. Jesus Made High Priest by God, vv. 5-7. 

B. Jesus, Author of Our Salvation, vv. 8-11. 

3. Fair and Never Forgetful:  Hebrews 6:9-12. 

A. God Knows Our Labors, vv. 9-10. 

B. Patience for the Promise, vv. 11-12. 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Gracious and Merciful:  Hebrews 4:14-5:4. 

A. Our High Priest Can Be Touched, 4:14-16. 

1)  The writer of Hebrews having already identified Jesus as our High Priest, 

2:17; 3:1, here began to explore the practical meaning of this reality.  

Under the old covenant, only the high priest of Israel could enter the Holy 

of Holies, (the Most Place) in the tabernacle, and later, in the Temple, and 

only once per year, on the Day of Atonement.   

2) There, the high priest would offer the blood of animals for his sins and 

those of the people, and he would intercede to God for himself and for the 

people.   

3) The writer of Hebrews, drawing on this imagery, identified “Jesus, the 

Son of God,” as our High Priest who has passed “into the heavens”, v. 14, 

to intercede for us.   

4) The symbolism here draws on the various worship areas of the Old 

Testament tabernacle and Temple, and their restricted access.  The outer 

court was for the congregation; the Holy Place was for the priests and 

Levites; and the Holy of Holies was only for the high priest.   

5) It is thought by some that the Jewish belief in multiple (ten) heavens, 

could reveal a similar understanding, where the highest of the heavens 

(the 10th) is where God Himself dwells.   

6) Christ is, therefore, portrayed as passing up through the various levels of 

heaven, to the right hand of God the Father, where He makes intercession 

to God for us, Acts 2:33; Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1; 

Hebrews 1:3, 13; and 1 Peter 3:22. 

7) Because the incarnate Christ experienced the earthly plight of humans 

facing temptation, suffering, and death, in His role as our great High 

Priest, Christ is “touched with the feelings of our infirmities [our 

weaknesses]”, v. 15. 

8) Seeing that Christ completely understands our human condition, we are 

encouraged to come “boldly [with plainness of speech]” to the throne of 

grace, which is God’s throne, made the “throne of grace” by Christ being 

our great intercessor, to obtain the all-sufficient grace of God we need, 

when and how we need it.   

B. Humans Ministering to Humans, 5:1-4. 

1) Here, the writer of Hebrews called attention to truths about the priesthood 

of Israel that were well-known to his Jewish audience.  The high priest of 

Israel was a man, a human, like all other humans.  As a man, he was 

ordained to minister to people in things pertaining to God. 

2) Thus, he was a mediator and intercessor between God and the people.  In 

particular, his ministry was that of offering “gifts and sacrifices for sins” 



to God, v. 1, on behalf of himself, because he sinned, and on behalf of the 

people because they sinned.   

3) In that the high priests, and all the priests of Israel, were humans 

ministering to humans in things pertaining to God, they had the ability to 

“have compassion on the ignorant,” and on those who strayed from God 

by sinning, because they were, themselves, “compassed with infirmities 

[all human weaknesses]”, v. 2. 

4) For this reason, the high priest of Israel “for the people, [and] so also for 

himself”, v. 3, offered sacrifices to be forgiven and reconciled to God.   

5) Because the ministry of a priest or high priest was to people in things 

pertaining to God, this was a very serious vocation [calling], with sacred 

obligations to be fulfilled to God and the people.   

6) Therefore, no man could take the honor of being a priest to himself, 

without being called of God to this sacred duty, as was Aaron, the first 

high priest of Israel, v. 4.   

7) Seeing that God knows everything about everything, and the same is true 

of God the Son; Jesus Christ did not have to become a human so He 

would know and understand everything about the human experience.   

8) The incarnation was not for Christ’s sake, it was for our sakes, so we 

could come to know God’s love, empathy, sympathy, and compassion 

toward us, regarding every aspect of our human experience.  Now we 

know this, because Jesus Christ became one of us.   

2. Perfect and Eternal:  Hebrews 5:5-11. 

A. Jesus, Made High Priest by God, 5:5-7. 

1) Jesus Christ was made a high priest by God, who also said of Him, “Thou 

art My Son, to day [eternally} have I begotten Thee”, v. 5; Psalm 2:7.  

The prophecy in Psalm 2:7 was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, Acts 13:33, the 

incarnate and eternally begotten Son of God.   

2) The priests of Israel were of the tribe of Levi.  But Jesus was born a 

descendant of King David, of the tribe of Judah, of which tribe there were 

no priests.  So how could Jesus be our High Priest?   

3) Another prophecy said of the Messiah, “Thou art a priest for ever after the 

order of Melchisedec”, v. 6; Psalm 110:4, “and he [Melchisedec] was the 

priest of the most high God”, Genesis 14:18, long before Levi was born.   

4) Like as Melchisedec (or Melchizedek – O.T.) was the king of Salem, later 

named Jerusalem, and also a priest, Jesus Christ is both King and Priest.   

5) Jesus is the divine King-Priest, but His humanity was revealed in His 

passionate praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, “unto Him [God] that 

was able to save Him from death, and was heard”, v. 7.   

6) As a result of His praying, Jesus was not saved from dying on the cross, 

but He was saved from death, when God the Father raised Him from the 

dead by the power of the Holy Spirit.   



7) As a result of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the same 

Holy Spirit who raised Him from death will raise us from death (Romans 

8:11.  No other priest could do this for us.   

B. Jesus, Author of Our Salvation, 5:8-11. 

1) Jesus is the eternally begotten Son of God, but during the time of His 

incarnation, He “learned” (became experienced in) “obedience [to God] 

by the things which He suffered”, v. 8.   

2) Jesus being God the Son, and knowing all things, had no need to “learn” 

anything. But for our sakes, He did experience what it is like as a human, 

to obey God at the cost of one’s own suffering and death for doing so.   

3) For our sakes, Jesus Christ suffered and died, and rose form the dead, to 

be our Savior, Lord, and High Priest.  And “being made perfect [in all of 

these things], He became the author of eternal salvation”, v. 9, for all who 

obey Him.   

4) All of these things considered, the writer again identified Jesus as a High 

Priest called of God, like Melchisedec, vv. 10-11. 

5) The Letter to the Hebrews was written specifically for Jewish believers in 

Jesus as the Messiah.  As a Gentile believer in Christ (and if you are not a 

Jew, you are a Gentile), you likely have no issue with most of the 

impediments to belief in Jesus Christ dealt with in Hebrews.   

6) Nevertheless, the Letter to the Hebrews is, for all people, a rich source for 

the validation of Jesus as the Messiah, as affirmed by fulfilled Old 

Testament prophecies.   

7) This kind of teaching about Jesus was essential for all the first believers in 

Jesus as the Messiah, all of whom were Jews; and as Gentile believers in 

Jesus Christ, this kind of teaching deepens our faith in Him as the 

Messiah.   

3. Fair and Never Forgetful:  Hebrews 6:9-12. 

A. God Knows Our Labors, vv. 9-10. 

1) In Hebrews 6:4-6, the writer bluntly declared that if the Jewish believers 

in Jesus as the Messiah abandoned their faith in Him, after having 

“tasted” a new life in Christ, vv. 4-5, they would “fall away” with no hope 

of repentance, v. 6.   

2) To reject completely faith in Christ, after having experienced His saving 

grace, means the one who does this has no inclination to repent, and 

therefore will not repent. 

3) Spiritually, this is an extremely dangerous position to be in, because 

repentance is necessary to receive God’s forgiveness of one’s sins. 

4) However, it seems the people to whom this letter was written had not yet 

taken the step backward of abandoning their faith in Christ.  With this in 

mind, the writer expressed his confidence that they would not defect from 

faith in Christ, v.9. 



5) The writer knew the believers in Christ to whom he was writing had 

proven their faithfulness to Christ by their “work and labor of love,” and 

he assured them God would not forget this, v. 10.   

6) God knows those who are faithful to His Son Jesus, and He never forgets 

or forsakes them, John 14:23. 

B. Patience for the Promises, vv. 11-12. 

1) Likely referring to himself and close colleagues in his ministry, the writer 

of Hebrews said, “we desire that every one of you” will continue in 

faithfulness to Christ, v. 11.   

2) Thus, it appears that one group of Jewish believers in Jesus as the 

Messiah, were wishing the best for another group of Jewish believers in 

Jesus as the Messiah.   

3) The “full assurance” of a believer’s hope in Christ comes again at the end 

of the age.  This brings into focus again, the necessity of enduring to the 

end in faithfulness to Christ to be saved, Matthew 24:13.   

4) There is never a right time to do wrong; and to abandon faith in Christ at 

any time is wrong.  Only by continuing in faithfulness to Christ can we 

come to full realization all we hope for by our trust in Him.   

5) Verse 12 begins with a warning against giving in to spiritual laziness 

(slothfulness).  This is similar to the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to the 

Christians of Galatia: “let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 

we shall reap if we faint not”, Galatians 6:9. 

6) For those who live by faith in Jesus Christ, it has always been true that, 

“through faith and patience” the promises of God through Christ are 

inherited, v. 12.  And all the promises of God in Christ, are to believers 

“yes and in Him Amen, to the glory of God”, 2 Corinthians 1:20. 

7) The promise of eternal life through faith in Christ was certain if the 

Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah continued in that faith.  By 

implication, the opposite of that was also a certainty.  If they defected 

from their faith in Jesus Christ, they would lose all they had gained 

spiritually by believing in Him, including the promise of everlasting life 

with Christ.   

8) It seem that anyone seriously considering the severity of the consequences 

of defection from faith in Christ, would never give up faith in Him. 

9) It can be tempting to quit when we don’t see the good end in sight.  

However, faith presses forward toward godly goals that are not readily 

evident.   

10) Like as the writer of Hebrews encouraged believers in Christ to 

continue in faith and patience, it is always helpful to have someone 

encouraging us, telling us we can make it.  Also, it is important that we be 

encouragers to other believers as they face challenges.   

 



Call to Discipleship:  To be Jesus’ disciple means we must be willing to follow Him 

wherever He leads, even when doing so is difficult.  The road of the disciple can be rough at 

times, but the promises at the end of the road will make it all worthwhile.   

 

Ministry in Action:  For his fellow believers in Christ, the writer of Hebrews combined 

honest assessment with copious encouragement.  We can minister to one another by 

following his example.   


