
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, November 27, 2022 (Lesson #13)  

 

Author and Finisher of Our Faith:  Christians must remain focused on 

the Champion of our faith, Jesus Christ.                       

 
Scriptures:  Hebrews 10:35-39; 11:6; 12:1-6, 11-15; 13:8, 15-21.                                      

  

The Lesson Overview:  The Letter to the Hebrews is a strongly doctrinal book.  In a book on 

Systematic Theology, the Letter to the Hebrews would come under the heading of 

“Christology.”  However, this lesson is very practical in nature.  Seeing that Jesus is the 

Christ (the Messiah), this lesson is all about how we ought to live as believers in Jesus Christ.  

The three outline headings for the lesson are mandates, telling what we must do to remain 

faithful to Christ, to live pleasing to Him, and to be effective witnesses for Him to the world.  

While these mandates were given originally to Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah, they 

are fully applicable to all believers in Jesus Christ.   

 

Historical Background:   It has been emphasized throughout these lessons that the Letter to 

the Hebrews was written to Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah.  This is evident from 

the contents of the Letter.  The nation descended from the twelve sons of Jacob is identified 

in the Bible as Israel or the Jews.  Today, the word Israel can mean either the ancient or 

modern nation; the word Jews identifies this nation by religion; and Hebrew identifies this 

nation by language.  The earliest manuscript name of the Letter to the Hebrews was To 

Hebrews.  However, not once in the Letter does the word Jews or Hebrews appear, and the 

word Israel is found only three times, 8:8, 10; 11:22. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Keep on Believing:  Hebrews 10:35-39; 11:6. 

A. Keep Your Confidence in Chris, 10:35-37.   

B. Faith in God Is Essential, 10:38-39; 11:6. 

2. Keep Looking To Jesus:  Hebrews 12:1-6, 11-15. 

A. Jesus, Our Excellent Example, vv. 1-6. 

B. The Fruit of Righteousness, vv. 11-15. 

3. Continue In Christlike Living:  Hebrews 13:8, 15-21. 

A. Our Unchanging Lord Jesus, vv. 8, 15. 

B. Concluding Exhortations, vv. 16-21. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Keep on Believing:  Hebrews 10:35-39, 11:6. 

A. Keep Your Confidence in Christ, 10:35-37. 

1) In the verses, 32-34, preceding this passage of Scripture, the writer of 

Hebrews reminded his readers of what they had endured in the past for 

their faith.   

2) They persevered in faith in the midst of “a great fight of afflictions” v. 32, 

which included public “reproaches, v. 33, and they “took joyfully the 

spoiling of [their] goods,” because they knew they had “in heaven a better 

and an enduring substance”, v. 34.   

3) In view of what they had already suffered to keep their faith in Jesus as 

the Messiah, the writer urged them not to cast away their confidence in 

Christ, and thereby lose the promised “reward” of their faith in Christ, v. 

35.   

4) The many blessings received for living for Christ in this life, and then, 

everlasting life with Christ; these are the “reward” of keeping one’s 

confidence in Christ. 

5) The writer of Hebrews said his fellow Jewish believers needed patience, 

so that, after they had “done the will of God,” they could “receive the 

promise”, v. 36 – all that was promised to them in Christ.   

6) A reason for remaining faithful to Christ is the “hope [expectation]” of 

receiving the “promise;” that is, all God has promised to believers in 

Christ.  

7) The writer had mentioned this hope several time, 3:6; 6:11; 18-19; 7:19; 

10:223.  Again, he identified the hope of God’s promise as a reason to 

keep faith in Christ.  They needed to keep their faith in Christ, and faith in 

action is doing “the will of God”, v. 36.   

8) Jesus Christ came to do the will of God, Hebrews 10:7; and He taught His 

disciples that doing the will of God is the foundation of relationship with 

Him, Mark 3:35.   

9) Believing in and obeying Jesus Christ is doing the will of God, John 6:28-

29; and those who keep on doing this “receive the promise”, v. 36; 

Matthew 7:21. 

10) Knowing Christ will come again, and He will reward those 

expecting His return and have remained faithful to Him, is also a reason to 

keep faith in Him, v. 37.   

B. Faith in God Is Essential, 10:38-39; 11:6. 

1) In Hebrews 10:38, the writer quoted a line from the end of Habakkuk 2:4, 

that is also cited in Romans 1:17 and Galatians 3:11:  “the just shall live 

by faith.”   

2) Then, he added to this, “But if anyone draws back [from faith], My soul 

[God’s soul] has no pleasure in him”, NKJV.  This statement is consistent 



with that in Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith [in God] it is impossible to 

please Him [God].”   

3) To successfully approach God in worship or prayer, a person must believe 

God is (that He exists), and that He will reward “them that diligently seek 

Him.”   

4) When, with faith in God, we diligently seek Him with our whole heart, we 

find Him, Jeremiah 29:13, and in Him we find the promised reward of our 

faith.   

5) Because the main practical purpose of the Letter to the Hebrews was to 

encourage them to keep their faith in Jesus as the Messiah, Son of God, 

and only Savior of sinners; the writer reminded them that without faith in 

God, they could not be “just” in God’s sight. Justification (being brought 

into right relationship with God) comes by faith in God, and faith in Jesus 

Christ is faith in God.   

6) Previously, the writer of Hebrews had plainly stated to the Jewish 

believers in Jesus Christ, that if they abandoned faith in Christ, they 

would abandon God, Hebrews 6:4-6.   

7) Therefore, it was essential that they keep faith in God by keeping their 

faith in Jesus Christ.   

8) Following his strong exhortations to the Jewish believers to keep their 

faith in Christ, the writer of Hebrews expressed his confidence in the 

faithfulness of those to whom he wrote.   

9) Identifying himself with the recipients of his letter, the writer said, “we 

are not of them who draw back unto perdition [the destruction of the soul 

that comes from unbelief]”, v. 39. 

10) Having wisely turned away from unbelief regarding Jesus the 

Messiah, they (the writer and his audience) were of those who keep on 

believing in Christ “to the saving of the soul” v. 39.  They had wisely 

chosen, not perdition, but eternal salvation by faith in Jesus Christ.  

11) Faithfulness to the other person is essential in every wholesome 

relationship.  When it comes to our relationship with Christ, faithfulness 

to Him is required in all the situations we face in life.  To be faithful to 

Christ, we must continually seek to know and do His will for our life, 

trusting that obedience to Christ is always the best course of action.  

12) While we may not always see how this can be so, we must keep on 

learning to trust Christ, because by this, our faith in Him and our 

faithfulness to Him, continue growing for a lifetime.   

2. Keep Looking To Jesus:  Hebrews 12:1-6, 11-15. 

A. Jesus, Our Excellent Example, vv. 1-6.  

1) After emphasizing that faith in God is essential, the writer of Hebrews 

devoted a large part of his letter to telling about people who lived by faith 

in God, chapter 11. 



2) Then, he challenged his fellow believers in Christ to be inspired by those 

who lived by faith in God, “so great a cloud of witnesses,” 12:1, and to 

keep looking to Jesus, with faith in Him as “the author and finisher of our 

faith”, v. 2.   

3) In addition to all the other excellent examples of faith mentioned in 

Hebrews, Jesus Christ is the most excellent.  He is the “author” of our 

faith, in that He is, Himself, the source of our faith in Him.  He is also the 

“finisher” of our faith, in that He is the one who causes our faith to come 

to fulfilment in everlasting life with Him.   

4) Seeing Jesus, our excellent example, v. 2, we are to “consider [think 

about, and be motivated by]” His example, who “endured such 

contradictions of sinners against Himself”, v. 3, so we will not be 

overcome by tiredness and give up on being faithful to Him.   

5) Considering what Jesus suffered for our sakes should strengthen our 

determination to be faithful to Him.  The Jewish believers, like most 

Christians then and now, had not laid down their lives (died) proving their 

faithfulness to Christ, v. 4.   

6) Citing Proverbs 3:11-12, the writer of Hebrews instructed his readers to 

see their suffering for Christ as discipline from the Lord, vv. 5-6.  This 

discipline is loving correction from God for our benefit.  Therefore, we 

are not to “despise” this discipline, v. 5. 

B. The Fruit of Righteousness, vv. 11-15. 

1) In the moment of divine chastening, it may not seem positive, but if we 

surrender to God, He will use even these painful moments to produce in 

us “the peaceable fruit of righteousness”, v. 11. 

2) This fruit leads to right relationships that are mutually beneficial, resulting 

in our encouraging and helping one another along the way, v. 12.  By this, 

even the weakest among us (“the lame”) will be encouraged and 

strengthened to continue in faithfulness to Christ, v. 13.   

3) The “peaceable fruit of righteousness”, v. 11, will also be manifested in 

pursuing peace and living in holiness, v. 14.  To keep the fruit of 

righteousness in our lives, we need to keep “looking diligently [steadily]”, 

v. 15, to Jesus, v. 2, so we will not “fail [fall from] the grace of God,” and 

thereby allow the destructiveness of sinning to invade our lives, v. 15. 

4) For believers in Him, Jesus provided a powerful example of faithfulness 

to God in the face of the most extreme suffering and shame for doing 

God’s will.   

5) Jesus endured the cross and disregarded the shame by being focused in the 

joy that would come to Him, when He would sit down at God’s right hand 

with victory over sin, Satan, and death for our sakes, Hebrews 12:2. 



6) Looking to Jesus, to be like Jesus , we too can look past present sufferings 

to the joy that awaits us when, beyond our present life, we will be with 

our Lord Jesus Christ forever.   

3. Continue in Christlike Living:  Hebrews 13:8, 15-21. 

A. Our Unchanging Lord Jesus, vv. 8, 15.   

1)  


