
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, November 20, 2022 (Lesson #12)  

 

All-Sufficient Sacrifice for Sin:  Jesus Christ gave Himself as the 

perfect, eternal sacrifice for our sins.                     

 
Scriptures:  Hebrews 9:11-28; 10:19-25.                                     

  

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is a reminder that, in the middle of life’s chaos, it is easy 

to be distracted and lose our focus on Jesus.  The writer of Hebrews encouraged Jewish 

believers in Jesus as the Messiah, to keep their eyes on Him, and he did this by painting a 

picture with words to show that the pattern and promise of the old covenant had been 

delivered by Jesus in a new and better covenant.  He made the point that Jesus ministers in 

the true tabernacle in heaven at God’s right hand, and the sacrifice He made for us was 

perfect, and sufficient for all time.  Therefore, we are to maintain our faith in Christ, and 

continue assembling for worship, while we wait for His return.   

 

Historical Background:  The Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah, to whom the Letter to 

the Hebrews was written, had a good understanding of the sacrifices offered in the worship of 

God, as commanded by the Law of Moses.  They understood this well because, at the time 

this letter was written, those sacrifices were still being offered daily in the temple of the Jews 

at Jerusalem.  It was in relation to this practice by the Jews, the writer of Hebrews explained 

why and how Jesus became the sacrifice offered to God that superseded the sacrifices 

required by the Law of Moses.  Acceptance of this new reality was not easy for devout Jews, 

but it was necessary to keep their faith in Jesus.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Spotless Savior:  Hebrews 9:11-22. 

A. The Powerful Blood of Jesus, vv. 11-14. 

B. Establishes the New Covenant, vv. 15-22. 

2. Once-And-For-All Sacrifice:  Hebrews 9:23-28. 

A. From Pattern to Reality, vv. 23-26. 

B. Looking for Christ To Come, vv. 27-28. 

3. New and Living Way:  Hebrews 10:19-25. 

A. Be Fully Assured, vv. 19-22. 

B. Encourage One Another, vv. 23-25. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson:  

1. Spotless Savior: Hebrews 9:11-22. 

A. The Powerful Blood of Jesus, vv. 11-14. 

1) The writer of Hebrews focused on concrete examples to illustrate that the 

new covenant is better than the old.  In the old covenant, initiated in the 

tabernacle in the wilderness, he found a temporary pattern that 

foreshadowed the eternal tabernacle in heaven.   

2) The writer argued that what was prefigured in the tabernacle became a 

reality in Christ.  To illustrate the temporal nature of the old, the writer 

pointed out that the repetitious washings, continual sacrifices, constant 

sprinkling of blood, and so forth, were imperfect and inadequate to take 

away sins, or they would not have been repeated again and again, year 

after year.   

3) After giving a detailed but succinct description of the tabernacle, its 

furnishings, and the ministry that occurred there, vv. 1-10, the writer of 

Hebrews turned his attention to Jesus Christ, who came “an high priest of 

good things to come”, v. 11, and superseded the tabernacle and all the 

ministry that went on there.   

4) Now, Jesus ministers in “a greater and more perfect tabernacle [in 

heaven]”, v. 11, not by means of “the blood of calves and goats, but by 

His own blood”, v. 12.  By His powerful blood, Jesus Christ has “obtained 

eternal redemption for us”, v. 12.   

5) The blood of goats and calves provided ceremonial cleansing for the 

priests and people of Israel (“the purifying of the flesh,” v. 12), but these 

sacrifices did not provide the spiritual and moral purification required to 

live in holiness before God.  

6) The simple fact is, spiritual and moral purification before Christ came and 

died on the cross, were always dependent on God’s grace, working by His 

Spirit, in anticipation of the sacrifice of Christ.   

7) In contrast to the ceremonial cleansing effected by animal sacrifices, v. 

13, “the blood of Christ” cleanses the “conscience from [the] dead works 

[of sin] to [make one able] to serve the living God”, v. 14.   

8) Therein is the power of the blood of Christ.  It is effective for spiritual 

transformation of the individual.   

B. Establishes the New Covenant, vv. 15-22. 

1) The writer of Hebrews made no reference to blood (of animals or Christ) 

until chapter 9.  Then, in chapter 9, blood is mentioned 12 times.  As “the 

Mediator of the new testament [covenant]”, v. 15. 

2) Jesus on the night He was betrayed, passed the cup to the Twelve saying, 

“This cup is the new testament [covenant] in My blood, which is shed for 

you”, Luke 22:20.   



3) Clearly, by means of Christ’s shed blood on the cross, the spiritual power 

for our redemption from sin was made available.  The writer of Hebrews 

illustrated this by saying a will (testament) is a promise, but it cannot take 

effect until “the death of the testator”, v. 16.   

4) Therefore, the promise of cleansing from sin prefigured by the old 

covenant, became reality by the shedding of Jesus’ blood. 

5) In Hebrews 9:18-22, the writer of Hebrews explains that the old covenant, 

which was mediated by Moses to Israel, was “dedicated [affirmed, 

verified]” with the blood of animals sacrificed to God, v. 18.   

6) The principle of blood being shed for purification frim sin seems to have 

been established by the first animal sacrifices, Genesis 3:21.  Long after 

that, the principle of purification from sin by blood was affirmed, in that, 

“almost all things are by the Law purged [cleansed] with blood, and 

without shedding of blood is no remission [forgiveness of sins]”, Hebrews 

9:22. 

7) Like as Moses established the old covenant of the Law with the blood of 

animals, Jesus Christ established the new covenant of grace with His own 

precious and powerful blood, that continually cleanses us from all sin, 1 

John 1:7. 

8) As believers in Christ, we recognize that the Old Testament foretold the 

coming of Jesus the Messiah.  Therefore, we have a three-dimensional 

view of the Old Testament:   

First:  we read it with an appreciation for its meaning as understood by 

Israel and the Jews. 

Second:  as the New Testament writers did, we read the Old Testament 

promises fulfilled in Him. 

Third:  we read the Old Testament, helped by the enlightening power of 

the Holy Spirit to recognize and apply eternal truths in our lives today.  

2. Once-And-For-All Sacrifice:  Hebrews 9:23-28. 

A. From Pattern to Reality, vv. 23-26. 

1) Reflecting the fact that the tabernacle built by Moses was patterned after 

the heavenly tabernacle, Hebrews 8:5; 9:23, the writer of Hebrews said 

the tabernacle was a testimony of something better to come.   

2) The earthly tabernacle was purified ceremonially with the blood of 

sacrificed animals, but the ministry of the heavenly tabernacle required a 

better sacrifice, v. 23.   

3) Jesus Christ, who is the High Priest in “heaven itself,….in the presence of 

God for us”, v. 24, ministers by the blood of the sacrifice of Himself for 

our sins   

4) Also, unlike the high priests of Israel, who had to go year after year, 

offering sacrifices for sins, v. 25, Christ, by the once-for-all-time sacrifice 

of Himself on the cross, put an end to sacrificing animals for sin, v. 26. 



5) Only once, never to be repeated, Christ, “put away sin by the sacrifice of 

Himself”, v. 26.  Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, gave His life as the 

perfect sacrifice, ascended back to heaven, and “by His own blood, He 

entered in once into the holy place [the Holy of Holies in heaven], having 

obtained eternal redemption for us”, Hebrews 9:12.   

6) This reality must have inspired the Apostle Paul to write that, God has 

“raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus”, Ephesians 2:6. 

B. Looking for Christ To Come, vv. 27-28.  

1) Because the wages of sin is death, Romans 6:23, it is appointed that every 

person must die physically only once, and after that to be judged by God, 

Hebrews 9:27. 

2) Therefore, Jesus Christ died only once, and in that dying, “by the grace of 

God [tasted] death for every man”, Hebrews 2:9, “that through death He 

might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the Devil”, 2:14.   

3) This is the reason why Christ was “once offered, [not again and again,] to 

bear the sins of many”, Hebrews 9:28.  Christ died, He rose from the 

dead, He ascended to the Father, and He will come again, v. 28.   

4) To those who look for Christ’s coming again because they sincerely 

believe in Him, He will “appear the second time,” not to bear sins, but for 

salvation in fullness for all who have believed in Him, v. 28. 

5) Some question why all humans were judged guilty in the one man Adam; 

and all must die because of his sin.  It was done this way so that, with 

evenhanded justice, God could by the one man Jesus, justify and make 

alive forever all who believe in Him, Romans 5:17-18; 6:23.   

6) This is why Jesus does not have to die again and again for however many 

people are in the world.  Thank God, Jesus Christ died once for all, so 

“that whoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life”, John 3:16.   

7) Therefore, we should encourage all people to put their trust in Jesus Christ 

for the only eternal salvation available to humans.   

3. New and Living Way:  Hebrews 10:19-25.  

A. Be Fully Assured, vv. 19-22. 

1) The writer of Hebrews, after summing up his teaching about Jesus as 

High Priest, 8:1, turned his attention to the practical application of this 

teaching.  Ratified by the blood of Christ, the new covenant has been 

established between God and believers in Christ. 

2) Therefore, believing in Christ, we can approach God with confidence, v. 

19.  Under the old covenant, the high priest of Israel alone had direct 

access to God in the Holy of Holies, the place where God’s presence was 

manifested as a bright light hovering over the lid of the ark of the 



covenant.  However, the high priest of Israel could go there only once per 

year, on the Day of Atonement.   

3) In contrast to the limited access to God under the old covenant, now, 

Jesus Christ, our High Priest, at the right hand of God in heaven, where 

He ministers on our behalf, makes it possible for all believers in Him to 

have unlimited access to God through Him.   

4) As a result of His sacrificial death, “the blood of Jesus,” v. 19, Christ has 

made a way “through the veil”, v. 20, which separated the room of the 

priests from the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle.  

5) Now, believers in Christ have no need to be afraid to approach God in 

worship and prayer.  This “new and living way” to God, v. 20, is made 

available by Christ.  

6) Therefore, we can come to God in worship and prayer “with a true heart 

in full assurance of faith,” any time we desire to do so, v. 22.  With Christ 

as our High Priest, we can be fully assured of our acceptance by God, 

Ephesians 1:6.   

B. Encourage One Another, vv. 23-25.   

1) The writer of this letter appealed to his audience to hold tightly to their 

faith in Christ and the hope it gives, v. 23.  They were experiencing a 

variety of tests of their faith in Christ, but the writer assured them they 

could depend on God’s continuing faithfulness to them, v. 23.   

2) Therefore, instead of turning away from Christ, and going back to their 

way of life before they believed in Jesus as the Messiah, they had every 

reason to hold on tightly to their confidence in Jesus as their Messiah, 

Savior, and Lord.  

3) The writer said his readers should not think only about themselves and 

their own situation, but also about their fellow believers, and to “consider 

one another, to provoke [encourage] unto love and good works’, v. 24.   

4) It may have been quite easy for them, given the difficulties they were 

facing for believing in Jesus as the Messiah, to become preoccupied with 

their own troubles, and to forget about what others were enduring for 

Christ’s sake.   

5) Therefore, they needed to be reminded to thing about how they could add 

to the well-being of their fellow believers in Christ.  In line with this, they 

were warned to not forsake their assembling together for corporate 

worship because, in that setting they could encourage, “exhorting” one 

another to be faithful to Christ, v. 25.  

6) The writer also noted that participation in corporate worship for the 

mutual encouragement of the body of believers is “much the more” 

needed in anticipation of “the day” of the coming again of Jesus Christ, v. 

25, “who shall judge the quick [living] and the dead at His appearing and 

His kingdom”, 2 Timothy 4:1.  All of these truths are relevant to our lives.   



7) Many things clamor for our time and attention, and many people see 

Sunday as their only time for hobbies and leisure activities.  Nevertheless, 

as believers in Christ, we need one another.   

8) Therefore, when believers meet together for worship and fellowship, this 

is part of “being” the church and “building” the church.  The assembling 

together of believers can also include extending hospitality to one another, 

and gathering in home for Bible Study, prayer, and fellowship.   

9) In this sinful world, it is essential that we who identify with Christ also 

identify with other believers in Christ.  We are stronger together as the 

people of God, than alone.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Being disciples of Jesus Christ means, “our fellowship [as believers in 

Christ] is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”, 1 John 1:3. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Be an encourager to your brothers and sisters in Christ by attending 

gathering of “the family.” 

 

 


