
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, October 9, 2022 (Lesson #6)  

 

God’s Covenant With Noah: God desires us to live in covenant 

relationship with Him.               

 
Scriptures:  Genesis 8:20 – 9:29                                

  

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson is about events on earth immediately following the Flood, 

after Noah and company had departed from the ark.  In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and earth, and after the Flood, humans, land animals, and birds had a God-given new 

beginning on earth.  This lesson is focused on what Noah did in relation to God, and what 

God did in relation to Noah, his family, and the animals and birds, immediately after the 

Flood.  The covenant God made with Noah on this occasion is still in effect, and its spiritual 

and moral requirements have been folded into God’s covenant of grace, made with all who 

are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

Historical Background:  When we think about early human history, and the origin of all the 

humans on earth of various nations, it is essential that we consider two beginnings for the 

human race.  First, was the beginning of human history when God created Adam and Eve.  

Since they were the first two humans, all humans are their descendants.  Then, after the 

Flood, the human race has a new beginning on earth as descendants of Noah’s three sons and 

their wives.  Both the beginning and the second beginning of humans, testify that there is 

only one human race, not many races.  The idea that there are various races of humans is an 

evil invention of humans, not God’s work. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Worship and Blessing:  Genesis 8:20 – 9:7. 

A. Noah Worshipped God, 8:20-22. 

B. God Blessed Noah, 9:1-2. 

2. This Is The Covenant:  Genesis 9:8-17. 

A. Parties to the Covenant, vv. 8 -11. 

B. Sign of the Covenant, vv. 12-17. 

3. A New Beginning:  Genesis 9:18-29. 

A. One Race; Many Nations, vv. 18-19. 

B. Human Sinfulness Prefigured, vv. 20-29. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Worship and Blessing: Genesis 8:20 – 9:7. 

A. Noah Worshiped God, 8:20-22. 

1) Noah’s first act on earth after the Flood was that of building an altar to 

worship God, v. 20.  Noah had taken with him, at God’s command, seven 

pairs of clean animals and birds in the ark.   

2) Now he took some of these clean animals and birds and offered them as 

sacrifices to God.  In doing this, Noah acknowledged that the only 

acceptable approach to God was through the shedding of blood for the 

forgiveness of sins and reconciliation to God, Hebrews 9:22. 

3) Surely there has never been a more generous offering to God than this 

Noah gave.  He sacrificed some of the only clean animals and birds left on 

earth, trusting that God, who had brought them through the Flood, would 

cause the remaining animals to multiply and replenish the earth.   

4) The Lord was pleased with the sacrifices offered by Noah, v. 21.  The 

smell of the ascending smoke from Noah’s sacrifices was “sweet” to the 

Lord, in response to Noah’s worship, the Lord promised He would not 

again curse the ground for the evildoing of humans.   

5) This did not revoke the original curse, Genesis 3:17, but God chose not to 

add to it.  Also, the Lord said He would not again use the method of 

killing every living thing as a means of stopping humans from sinning.   

6) Human sinfulness had brought on the Flood, but God made known His 

desire to save sinners by love and grace.  Verse 21 reveals God’s deep 

grief that the Flood had to occur. 

7) After making known what He would not do again, the Lord, by His own 

word, gave assurance that, as long as the earth exists, there will be times 

to plant and harvest, there will be cold and heat, there will be summer and 

winter, and day and night, v. 22.   

8) This is God’s forecast for as long as the earth remains, regarding the 

seasons, the climate, and the diurnal rotation of the earth from day to 

night.   

B. God Blessed Noah, 9:1-7. 

1) By means of the Flood, God destroyed all humans from the earth except 

for Noah and his family.  God’s purpose in blessing Noah and his sons, by 

commanding them to “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth”, 

v. 1, 7, was to reaffirm His will, first expressed in Genesis 1:28, that the 

earth be filled with people.   

2) This was necessary, so Noah’s family would not fear to repeople the 

earth.  God created the earth to be filled with people who will live for His 

glory.   



3) Accompanying His blessing of Noah and his sons, commanding them to 

replenish the earth with people, God reaffirmed human dominion over the 

other creatures on earth, vv. 2-3. 

4) The animals would not be allowed by God to overwhelm and eliminate 

the humans, because, by God’s command, the fear and dread of humans 

would be on every animal, v. 2.   

5) Verse 3 may mean that humans did not have Gods approval to eat 

animals, birds, and fish before the Flood.  But after the Flood, in addition 

to plants (“the green herb”) being food for humans, God gave His 

approval for all the none-human living creatures of earth to be food for 

humans.   

6) The Apostle Paul referred to this commandment as the sanctifying “word 

of God” for eating meat, 1 Timothy 4:4-5. 

7) Along with God’s approval for humans to eat meat, He also gave 

commandments requiring humans to hold all life sacred, and to ascribe a 

special sacredness to human life, vv. 4-6.  These two expressions of God’s 

will regarding the sacredness of life are in the commandment against 

murder.   

8) After the Flood, God commanded that the penalty for murder be the death 

of the murderer.  Murder must have been rampant before the Flood, 

Genesis 6:11, but judging from the way God dealt with Cain, the first 

murderer, Genesis 4:15, there was no death penalty for murder before the 

Flood.   

9) God blessed Noah’s family to perpetuate human life on earth.  God’s 

provision for humans to continue on earth is His providence.  Jesus called 

attention to God’s goodness revealed in His providence for birds and 

flowers to live.   

10) Jesus also taught that God’s providence for humans to live on this 

earth far exceeds His providence for birds and flowers.  God is grieved 

when He must bring judgment on sinners.   

11) All people benefit form God’s providence, and His blessings rest on 

those who love and serve Him.  Let us continually acknowledge, and 

thank God, for making it possible for us to live and enjoy life on this 

planet.   

2. This Is The Covenant:  Genesis 9:8-17. 

A. Parties to the Covenant, 9:8-11. 

1) Before looking at the provisions of the covenant God made with Noah 

after the Flood, we need to see who were the parties to the covenant, vv. 

8-10.  God made this covenant with Noah and his sons, and with all their 

descendants.   

2) Therefore, the covenant is for the whole human race, and is sometimes 

identified as God’s covenant with all humankind.  God also made this 



covenant with “every living creature” descended from birds and animals 

that were in the ark, v. 10. 

3) For this reason, the covenant is sometimes identified as God’s covenant 

with the whole creation.  The two basic provisions of the covenant are, 

never again by a flood will God destroy all humans; and never again by a 

flood will God destroy the land animals and birds on earth, v. 11. 

B. Sign of the Covenant, 9:12-17. 

1) God gave to Noah a “token” (sign, evidence) of the covenant He made 

with him “for perpetual generations”, v. 12.  The rainbow, that often 

appears against the backdrop of sunlit clouds after rain, is the sign of the 

covenant, vv. 13-14. 

2) Were there no rainbows before the Flood occurred?  Some Bible scholars 

think it never rained on the earth before the Flood, and vegetation was 

watered by heavy dews, Genesis 2:6.   

3) Others think the rainbow may have been visible before the Flood, but had 

no particular significance until God made it the sign of the covenant with 

Noah and company. 

4) Whether the rainbow was or was not visible before the Flood, after the 

Flood, God gave it as evidence of His covenant with “every living 

creature of all flesh that is upon the earth”, v. 16, that the Flood will never 

be repeated, v. 15. 

5) God’s making of a covenant with Noah, not to again send a universally 

destructive flood, was an act of pure love and grace by God. Despite the 

persistent sinfulness of humans, God has been faithful to His covenant 

promise. 

6) This present world will be destroyed by fire at the end of this age, 2 Peter 

3:7, 10, but until then, God graciously waits for people to repeat of their 

sins and be saved by trusting in Jesus Christ.   

7) “The Lord is…not willing [not purposing] that any should perish, but that 

all should come to repentance”, 2 Peter 2:9.  Every time we see the 

rainbow, let us thank God for this age of grace and salvation in which we 

live, Acts 2:21. 

3. A New Beginning:  Genesis 9:18-29. 

A. One Race; Many Nations, 9:18-19. 

1) All humans on earth today are descended from the three sons of Noah: 

Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  While the Table of Nations descended from the 

sons of Noah is given in Genesis chapter 10, we should understand that 

humans are not divided into three races, descended from Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. 

2) Neither are the many nations descended from the sons of Noah different 

races.  The fact is, from a Biblical standpoint, there is only one human 

race, regardless of their skin color or ethnic origin. 



3) The belief that all dark-skinned people are descended from Ham, while all 

white-skinned people are from Japheth, and other dark-skinned people are 

descended from Shem, simply does not stand up to the facts.   

4) People with various skin tones and various colors of eyes and hair are 

descended from all the sons of Noah, and are identified with the various 

nations descended from the sons of Noah.   

5) The Bible testifies to the unity of the human race as humans, descended in 

the first instance from Adam and Eve, and in the second instance from 

Noah’s sons.  The division of humans into races, based on their skin color 

and ethnic origins is an evil invention of humans, not something God 

devised.   

6) Many people misunderstood the references made to “Canaan,” in Genesis 

9:18, 25-26.  This is a retrospective explanation of why the Canaanites, 

who were descendants of Ham, were so sexually immoral they invited the 

judgment of God against them, and God gave their land, the land of 

Canaan, to the Israelites, who were descendants of Shem.   

7) Noah’s curse on Canaan had nothing to do with skin color nor race, but 

with morality.   

B. Human Sinfulness Prefigured, 9:20-29. 

1) Sadly, this passage of Scripture reveals the new beginnings for humans on 

earth did not bode well for the future.  Noah and his family, whom God 

saved from the Flood to repopulate the earth with humans, were found 

righteous before the Flood, but after the Flood, the sinfulness of humans 

began to re-emerge.   

2) After the Flood, God said, “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 

youth”, Genesis 8:21, meaning that, human sinfulness is persistent.   

3) Noah planted a vineyard, gathered the grapes and pressed the juice from 

them, and waited for it to ferment.  Then, he drank so much wine, he 

became thoroughly intoxicated and fell asleep indecently exposed, 

Genesis 9:20-21.   

4) The excessive consumption of alcoholic liquids was the first, and is 

therefore the oldest, and now the most widespread form of addiction 

among humans.  Addiction to alcohol does more harm to humans than all 

other addictions combined.   

5) Noah’s son, Ham, violated an ancient taboo against a child seeing the 

nakedness of a parent, when he discovered his father indecently exposed, 

and did nothing to cover him, but told his two brothers he had seen his 

father nakedness, v. 22. 

6) Then, Shem and Japheth went backward, so as not to see their father’s 

nakedness, and covered him with a garment, v. 23.  Noah’s cursing of 

Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, was prophetic, predicting the moral 

depravity of the Canaanites, for which God would bring them into a 



subservient relationship to the Israelites, vv. 24-26.  All of this was a dark 

foreshadowing of the future sinfulness of the human race.   

7) It was good that God provided Noah and his family a new beginning with 

a new covenant assurance of God’s care for them.  It was bad that, not far 

into this new beginning, there began to be signs that human sinfulness 

would eventually return to where it was before the Flood.  

8) The whole history of the human race on earth is this tension between 

God’s goodness, and His good will for humans, and the tendency of 

humans to persist in sinning, rejecting God’s good will.   

9) The right choice for every person is to make the decision to embrace the 

goodness of God and His good will for our lives, and to stay with that 

decision for a lifetime.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  For the believer in Christ, discipleship is following Jesus.  Unfailing 

discipleship comes by continuing to follow Jesus, and never ceasing to follow Him.   

 

Ministry in Action:  By reliance on the grace, Word, and Spirit of God, it is possible to live a 

Christ-like life.  Whether we be official clergy or laity, we must continually affirm that a 

Christ-like life is possible.   

 
 


