
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, October 31, 2021  

 

The Great Mystery of Grace: God’s grace makes it possible to know the 

love of Christ.            

 
Scriptures:  Ephesians 3:1-21.       

 

The Lesson Overview:  In the Bible, (as in this lesson), a mystery is a truth made known by 

divine revelation that could not be known by other means.  The mystery which is the subject 

of this lesson, and of Ephesians, chapter 3, is called variously “the mystery of redemption,” 

the mystery of the Church,” and in this lesson, “The Great Mystery of Grace.”  The fact is, 

redemption, the Church, and grace are all parts of the same mystery, the divine revelation that 

God planned for people of all nations (both Jews and Gentiles) to be redeemed from sin by 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ, thus bringing the Church into existence as a community 

of faith made up of saved people from all nations.   

 

Historical Background:  The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was written in the summer 

of AD 62.  According to early church tradition, this was the same year James the brother of 

Jesus was treacherously murdered in Jerusalem.  After this, all the Apostles departed from 

Jerusalem.  Matthew migrated north to Antioch of Syria.  John and Peter migrated west, with 

John arriving in Ephesus and Peter arriving in Rome.  The tension between Jews and Gentiles 

in the Church was coming to a crisis.  In the face of this building crisis, Paul, in Ephesians, 

strongly emphasized that the Church was created by God through Jesus the Messiah to be the 

spiritual home of both Jews and Gentiles.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. The Mystery of Christ Revealed:  Ephesians 3:1-6. 

A. Salvation by Christ for All, vv. 1-4. 

B. The Inclusion of the Nations, vv. 5-6. 

2. Proclaiming God’s Revealed Plan:  Ephesians 3:7-13. 

A. The Apostle Paul’s Ministry, vv. 7-9. 

B. God’s Wisdom Made Known, vv. 10-13. 

3. Experiencing The Fullness of Christ’s Love:  Ephesians 3:14-21. 

A. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians, vv. 14-19. 

B. What God is Able To Do:  vv. 20-21. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. The Mystery of Christ Revealed:  Ephesians 3:1-6. 

A. Salvation by Christ for All, vv. 1-4. 

1) The Apostle Paul’s ministry of preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, v. 1, 

was the result of a special dispensation of the grace of God he had 

received, v. 2.   

2) As used here, the word dispensation meant a stewardship responsibility, 

given to Paul by God, to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.  Paul took 

seriously this responsibility, and because he had devoted his life to 

preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, he was severely persecuted by Jews 

who opposed his belief in Jesus as the Messiah for all people.   

3) Because his life had been threatened by Jews who opposed his preaching 

the Gospel to the Gentiles, Acts 23:12-14, Paul had been in the protective 

custody of the Romans for four years at this point (summer, AD 62).   

4) Therefore, Paul referred to his current detention at Rome, Acts 28:16, 30-

31), as his being “the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles”, v.1. 

5) When Paul was converted to faith in Jesus as the Messiah, God made 

known to him that he would be a preacher to the Gentiles, Acts 26:17-18.  

Paul was overwhelmed by the revelation that God has provided for all 

nations, salvation from sin by Jesus Christ.  

6) This was the revelation by God of a profound mystery to Paul, Ephesians 

3:3-4, that both Jews and Gentiles could be saved by believing in Jesus as 

the Messiah and Savior of the world.  Before his conversion, Paul could 

not imagine that anyone, Jew or Gentile, could be saved by believing in 

Jesus Christ. 

B. The Inclusion of the Nations, vv. 5-6. 

1) The Jews of Bible times understood correctly, that God had chosen them 

to be witnesses to the nations (the Gentiles) of the one true God, Isaiah 

43:10-12, 44:8. 

2) Devout Jews believed that any Gentile who would worship the one true 

God and live by the principles of the Noachian Covenant, Genesis 9:1-17, 

would inherit a place in paradise after death.   

3) For Paul, the divine mystery revealed to Him by God at His conversion, 

that had been hidden in past times, Ephesians 3:5, was that, “through the 

grace of the of the Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 15:11, both Jews and Gentiles 

are saved, and become “fellow heirs, and of the same body [the Church], 

and partakers of His [God’s] promise in Christ by the gospel”, Ephesians 

3:6.   

4) The Apostle Paul’s vision of the Church as being one household of faith 

composed of both Jews and Gentiles fills his New Testament letters, and 

it is as prominent in His Letter to the Ephesians as anywhere else in his 

writings. 



5) However, in his earlier Letter to the Romans, written at Corinth in the 

winter of AD 57-58, Paul revealed his deep concern that most Jews were 

not accepting the Gospel, and he devoted a large portion of his letter to 

discussing this problem – Romans chapters 9-11. 

6) There, Paul expressed his belief that, ultimately, the Church will be 

composed of both Jews and Gentiles, but in the meantime, “blindness in 

part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in”, 

Romans 11:25. 

7) This we know as believers in Christ: God’s plan of redemption from sin, 

made known by the preaching and teaching of the Gospel, was foretold by 

God’s Old Testament prophets, obtained by Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

and proclaimed to the world by Apostles and preachers.  

8) This plan of redemption was a mystery before Christ came, but now the 

mystery has been disclosed, made known by the Gospel – the Good News 

of Salvation.   

9) Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for the redemption of humans from 

sin.  Every person who was saved in the past [the Old Testament saints], 

every person who is being saved today, and every person who will ever be 

saved, was saved, is saved, and will be saved, only because Jesus Christ 

died on the cross for the sins of the whole world, and rose from the dead.  

This is God’s only plan of redemption. 

2. Proclaiming God’s Revealed Plan:  Ephesians 3:7-13. 

A. The Apostle Paul’s Ministry, vv. 7-9.  

1) The unspoken question behind Paul’s statement in verse 7 was this: “Why 

was Paul, brought up to be a devout Jew, and trained to be a rabbi, 

preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Gentiles?”   

2) Paul’s answer: because God had made him a minister to the Gentiles.  

Paul had received a special gift of grace to make him an effective minister 

to the Gentiles.  This means by which Paul preached with such success to 

the Gentiles, persuading them to because believers in Jesus Christ, was 

the power of God working through him, 1 Corinthians 2:4-5.   

3) Paul’s message, which he proclaimed to Jew and Gentiles was, “the 

unsearchable riches of Christ”, v. 8.  This vast wealth in Christ includes 

everything that is given by God to believers in Christ:  redemption from 

sin, the promises of God, all-sufficient grace, fellowship in the Church, 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit, eternal life, and Christ 

Himself as our Lord.   

4) Paul believed that a major responsibility of his calling was to help people 

see that God has created a new community of faith, a new fellowship, by 

His plan of redemption through Christ.   



5) This newly created brotherhood is composed of all who believe in Christ, 

and it was in the mind of God to create this fellowship (the Church) 

before the world began, v. 9.   

B. God’s Wisdom Made Known, vv. 10-13. 

1) Before Christ came, God’s plan to have one fellowship of people (the 

Church), united by faith in Christ, was not only hidden from the world, 

but was also hidden from the principalities and power in the spiritual 

realm.  But now, God’s plan is openly proclaimed to all by the preaching 

of the Gospel.   

2) And now, by means of the Church, the wisdom of God in creating the 

Church, is revealed to the “principalities and powers in heavenly places”, 

v. 10.  The implication of this is that, the holy angels are being educated 

in the wisdom and ways of God by observing His work through the 

Church, and they give God glory for it.   

3) God’s creation of the Church is “according to the eternal purpose which 

He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord”, v. 11.  This means the creation of 

the Church was God’s only plan of redemption for the human race from 

“before the foundation of the world”, Eph. 1:4.   

4) Everyone redeemed from sin in the Old Testament era, was redeemed by 

God on the promise that Christ would come to be the Savior of the world 

and build the Church.  What God is doing through the Church is the most 

important thing happening in this world.   

5) The Church has been created by God, and all who belong to the Church 

(all believers in Christ), have access to God by faith in Christ.  Therefore, 

as believers in Christ, we can come to God in worship and prayer with 

great freedom and honesty (“boldness” and “confidence.” V. 12), 

knowing that God will welcome us into His presence for Christ’s sake. 

6) Therefore, Paul did not want his fellow Christians to be discouraged by 

his sufferings for the Gospel, because both he and they were destined to 

be victorious through Christ, v. 13. 

7) Why is God’s work through the Church the most important thing 

happening in this world?  Because God, “who created all things by Jesus 

Christ”, Eph. 3:9, has created the Church by Christ to accomplish all of 

His redemptive purposes and bring Him everlasting glory.   

8) God is working through the Church, ultimately for the establishment of 

His everlasting kingdom.  God’s wisdom, now manifested to believers 

and holy angels by His work through the Church, will be made apparent 

to the whole world, when the kingdoms of this world become the 

kingdoms of God and Christ, “and He shall reign for ever and ever”, 

Revelation 11:15.   

 

 



3. Experiencing The Fullness of Christ’s Love:  Ephesians 3:14-21. 

A. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians, vv. 14-19. 

1) The “cause” v. 14, for which Paul bowed his knees in prayer to God the 

Father, was that all believers in Chris, whether in heaven or on earth, are 

members of the one family of God, v. 15.  Believers in Christ who have 

passed from this life to be present with Christ, and those who are still 

living here, are all members of the one glorious Church that will be 

presented to Christ at His coming again.  

2) While we reject the practice of praying to deceased saints, believing 

prayers should be addressed only to God, the Church on earth “hath union 

with God the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion With those who 

rest is won”, (The Church’s One Foundation). 

3) In verses 16-19, Paul offered prayer for the Ephesians that had four 

petitions: 

a) That they would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit; 

b) That Christ would abide in their hearts by faith; 

c) That they would be rooted and grounded in the love of Christ; 

d) That they would have an increasing comprehension of the love of 

Christ, so as to be filled “with all the fullness of God”, v. 19. 

4) Intellectually, the love of Christ is beyond our comprehension.  However, 

the comprehension of Christ’s love that does lie within our God-given 

capacity as believers in Christ, is to know more and more of the love of 

Christ by experience.  To be “rooted and grounded in love”, v. 17, 

combines two strong images – that of a tree firmly rooted in the earth, and 

that of a building solidly founded on the ground.   

5) Both images depict the spiritual stability that comes from an increasing 

experiential comprehension of the love of Christ, resulting in our being 

filled, as much as is possible for us, with the fullness of God, v. 19.  

B. What God is Able To Do, vv. 20-21. 

1) These two verses comprise a fitting doxology (praise to God) to the 

marvelous truths about God and His eternal purposes, as stated in the 

previous verses, and in Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians.   

2) God who, in His infinite wisdom, created the Church for the redemption 

of humans from sin, is able to do whatever He wills to do, far beyond 

anything we can imagine.   

3) Therefore, Paul said, God “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 

that we ask or think, according to the power [of God] that worketh in us”, 

v. 20.  Therefore, there will be glory to God in (by means of) the Church 

by Christ forever, v. 21. 

4) Prayers to our Father in heaven for fellow Christians is a way of 

acknowledging God’s love for the Church He has created for His own 

glory.  It is our Father’s will that we should give expression to His love 



and eternal purpose for the Church by caring for one another in the 

Church by caring for one another in the Church.   

5) It is essential that we grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ by 

experiencing His great love for us, and His love working through us.  

Only by the ongoing experience of Christ’s incomprehensible love, can 

we be filled to capacity with the love and goodness of God. 

 

Call to Discipleship:  As believers in Christ, we are called to be His followers.  As such, we 

should have a high regard for the fact that Christ is building His Church in this world for 

God’s glory.  No local church or denomination is perfect, but we must never be down on the 

Church, because it is God’s work through Christ, and each of us is a part of that work. 

 

Ministry in Action:  As a believer in Christ, in daily living demonstrate by your attitudes, 

words, and deeds your love for your fellow Christians, and show to the unbelieving world 

your love for the Church.   

 

 

 
 


