
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, October 3, 2021  

 

Created for God’s Purpose:  God has a good purpose for every aspect of 

creation.          

 
Scriptures:  Psalm 19:1-14; Micah 6:8; Mark 12:28-31; Romans 1:18-25.     

 

The Lesson Overview:  One of the many amazing facts about planet Earth is that it is so 

uniquely suited to sustain all the life forms found on it – human, animals, and plants.  With 

all the much searching astronomers have done, thus far nothing to equal the planet Earth has 

been found in the universe.  It is easy to think the planet Earth belongs to us, but, in fact, it 

belongs to God who created it to be as it is for His own pleasure and glory.  God is the one 

who made Earth a planet well-suited to sustain all the life forms found on it.  This lesson 

emphasizes the fact that, God has a good purpose for all He created, and for our own good, 

we are wise to recognize this and worship God the Creator. 

 

Historical Background:  This lesson is based on Psalm 19, a well-known psalm by David, 

almost 3,000 years old; the words of the prophet Micah (740-700 BC); the words of Jesus, 

told by Mark, a disciple of Jesus and close associate of the Apostles, and especially close to 

Peter and Paul; and the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Romans (winter, AD 57-58).  While 

many today think it irrelevant to believe in God and seek a personal relationship with Him, 

all of the sources for this lesson testify that, the human experience of God for those who 

acknowledge and worship Him has remained the same over thousands of year of human 

history.  We can know God and His purpose for our existence.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Creation Declares God’s Glory:  Psalm 19:1-14. 

A. The Testimony of Creation, vv. 1-6. 

B. The Testimony of God’s Word, vv. 7-14. 

2. Created To Love God:  Micah 6:8; Mark 12:28-31. 

A. What Does God Require? Micah 6:8. 

B. The Greatest Commandments, Mark 12:28-31. 

3. Created To Acknowledge and Worship God:  Romans 1:18-25. 

A. God Made Known, vv. 18-20. 

B. God Rejected, vv. 21-25. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Creation Declares God’s Glory:  Psalm 19:1-14. 

A. The Testimony of Creation, vv. 1-6. 

1) This is one of the best-known psalms of David because of its content.  

The first six verses are often cited by Bible scholars as testimony that the 

whole creation, by its very existence, bears witness to the reality and 

nature of God.   

2) David said, “the heavens declare the glory of God”, v. 1, referring to the 

moon, stars, and planets visible in the night sky.  Then, he added, “the 

firmament sheweth His handiwork”, v. 1, referring to the sun and clouds 

visible against the blue vault of the sky in the daytime.   

3) Therefore, he continued, “Day unto day uttereth, speech, and night unto 

night sheweth knowledge”, v. 2, meaning that the testimony of creation to 

the glory of God is spoken in the light of day and by the lights that shine 

in the night. 

4) The glory of the day is the light, and the lights that shine at night are the 

glory of the night.  All of these lights proclaim the glory of God who 

commanded, “Let there be light”, Genesis 1:2.  There is not glory in 

darkness, but God is light, and Christ is light, and God’s glory is revealed 

in the light.  

5) The testimony of creation to the reality and nature of God is a language 

known by all people.  “There is no speech nor language, where their voice 

[the voice all the things created by God] is not heard”, v. 3.  “Their line 

[voice] is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 

world”, v. 4. 

6) God has made the vault of the sky “a tabernacle for the sun”, v. 4, which 

makes its daily journey from sunrise to sunset, vv. 5-6, blessing the earth 

with light and warmth.   

7) The very existence of the universe testifies of the reality of the Creator, 

who is the ultimate Reality, the supreme Person and infinite intelligence 

who created everything that was created.   

8) The benevolent nature of God is revealed in the astounding order and 

beauty of all He created.  Creation’s revelation of God the Father is son 

clearly stated in a language that all people can understand, every person 

should know God created the universe.   

B. The Testimony of God’s Word, vv. 7-14. 

1) At verse seven of this psalm, there is a sudden switch of emphasis form 

the testimony of the creation to the reality of God the Creator, to the 

testimony of the Word of God to the reality of the Creator.   

2) This is intentional, because creation’s testimony of God confirms the 

Word’s testimony of God, and the Word’s testimony of God confirms 

creation’s testimony of God. 



3) The power of the Creator manifested in all He created, is also manifested 

in the power of His Word to transform our lives: “the law of the Lord is 

perfect, converting [restoring] the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple.  The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 

heart:  The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes”, vv. 

7-8. 

4) Therefore, reverence for God is good for us, because His judgments about 

what is right and wrong are true, and much to be desired for our own well-

being, vv. 9-11. 

5) By means of creation’s testimony, and by means of His Word, God has 

revealed Himself.  Responding to God’s revelation of Himself, our prayer 

should be that our lives in every way will be conformed to God’s will for 

our lives revealed in His Word, vv. 12-14. 

6) Observing the creation should lead us to the conclusion that there is God 

the Creator.  However, because the natural world as we see it has been 

degraded by human sinfulness, the Creation does not give us clear 

guidance about how we ought to live to please God. 

7) Many people look at the natural world and see only the violence, 

destruction, and predation in nature let loose by sin,  They conclude form 

this that violence, destruction, and predation are the norm for existence on 

planet earth. 

8) In contrast to that, the Word of God reveals His good will for our lives, 

calls us to be God’s holy people, and to live in the righteousness, peace, 

and joy of the Holy Spirit.   

9) God’s Word commands that we not be conformed to the sinful world, but 

be transformed by God’s Word and Spirit.  Christ is our example to 

follow, not sinful people, nor the creation marred by sin.   

2. Created To Love God:  Micah 6:8; Mark 12:28-31. 

A. What Does God Require?  Micah 6:8. 

1) This verse of Scripture is often referred to as “The Golden text of the Old 

Testament.”  There are 613 commandments of God in the Torah (Genesis 

through Deuteronomy), Ten Commandments underlying all the 

commandments of God, and Two Greatest Commandments telling us to 

love God supremely and to love others as ourselves.   

2) Micah 6:8 pulls together in one brief but comprehensive statement what 

God requires of us: “do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your 

God.” 

3) Do justice means, in simplest terms, do what is right in God’s sight; in 

relation to God, in relation to others, and in relation to yourself.  We learn 

what is right in God’s sight by knowing we need to know about the what 

and how of doing what is right in God’s sight.   



4) Love mercy means, we are to put love in action by being merciful and 

forgiving as God is merciful and forgiving toward us and others.  Grace, 

the unmerited (unearned and undeserved) favor of God extended to us, is 

a manifestation of God’s love toward us, and mercy and forgiveness are 

benefits of God’s love and grace.  We have received grace form God to be 

gracious, mercy from God to be merciful, and forgiveness from God to be 

forgiving.   

5) Walk humbly with your God means that the one true God, the Creator of 

heaven and earth, is to be our only God, and we are to love God 

supremely.   

6) In our attitudes, words, and deeds, we are to be submissive to God in 

everything, conducting ourselves with reverence for God, while proving 

our love for God by our obedience to His Word.   

B. The Greatest Commandments, Mark 12:28-31. 

1) Jesus, in answer to a question form a scribe, identified the two greatest 

commandments in the Old Testament.  Jesus cited the Shema (“Hear”), 

“Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord”, Deuteronomy 6:4, and the 

commandment that goes with it to love God supremely, v. 5, as the first 

and greatest commandment:  “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.” 

2) Jesus said the second commandment is, “you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself”, Leviticus 19:18.  Jesus said, “On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets”, Matthew 22:40.   

3) In effect, all the commandments of God in the Old Testament proceed 

from the practical application of these two commandments.   

4) Humans were created by God to love Him and live in fellowship with 

Him.  But the Bible makes it clear that willful sinning alienates us from 

fellowship with God and deprives us of love for God.   

5) The Apostle Paul taught that, if we are not saved form sin by God’s 

redeeming grace, we are enemies of God (Romans 5:10; Colossians 1:21); 

and this teaching is confirmed by the words of James (4:4) and John (1 

John 2:15). 

6) To love God and others as we are commanded by Scripture, we must be 

redeemed from sin and reconciled to God by Jesus Christ.  Then, “the 

love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 

unto us”, Romans 5:5.   

3. Created To Acknowledge And Worship God:  Romans 1:18-25. 

A. God Made Know, vv. 18-20. 

1) The Apostle Paul said, ‘the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men”, v. 18, because God has 

made Himself known, and the fact that people know there is a God, and 



they know His holy character, leaves them with no excuse for doing evil, 

vv. 19-20.   

2) The human race did not begin with no knowledge of God and His will, 

because “the invisible things of Him, from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen”, v. 20.   

3) The idea that ancient humans had no belief in or knowledge of God, and 

that belief in God gradually evolved with the evolution of humans, is 

contrary to Holy Scripture.   

4) People have, from the beginning, known about God and His good will for 

their lives.  People, from the beginning, knew that God is holy and is 

opposed to evildoing.  Therefore, when people do evil, they know they are 

doing evil, and that what they are doing is displeasing to God the Creator.   

This innate (inborn) consciousness of God, and of good and evil, we call 

conscience, see Romans 2:11-15. 

B. God Rejected, vv. 21-25. 

1) In summary, this passage of Scripture says that, because when people 

knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful to God, v. 

21, their minds and hearts became darkened by sin, and they “became 

fools”, v. 22; see Psalm 14:1) and idolaters, v. 23.   

2) Therefore, God gave them up to do every kind of evil, v. 24, because they 

exchanged the truth of God for a lie and “worshiped and served the 

creature [instead of] the Creator, who is blessed forever, Amen”, v. 25.   

3) The rejection of God leads to self-worship (selfishness and narcissism), 

which always results in harm to oneself and doing harm to others.  People 

will not be good without God.   

4) If we fail to acknowledge and worship God the Creator, we nullify the 

very reason for our own existence as creatures of God.  In this world, 

when for a plant there is no longer a reason for it to exist, it is rooted up. 

5) When for a building, there is no longer a reason for it to exist, it is torn 

down.  All people experience physical death, but when a person rejects 

God, and no longer has a reason to exist, the inevitable result of this will 

be death – spiritual, moral, physical, and everlasting, with no hope of 

eternal life. 

6) “The wages [earned consequence] of sin is death, but the gift of God [by 

grace] is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”, Romans 6:23. 

 

Call to Discipleship:  Central to God’s purpose in calling us by the Gospel and the Holy 

Spirit to become disciples of Jesus Christ, is that our character will be formed more and more 

in likeness to the character of Christ.  In this way, God restores the image of Himself in us 

that has been marred by sin.  Let us persevere in seeking to become more Christlike, and 

more godly, in our character.   

 



Ministry in Action:  When we believe in God and love Him, it will be evident to others in our 

gratitude to God.  By expressing our gratitude to God in the presence of others, we encourage 

our brothers and sisters in Christ, and we are witnesses of God and Christ to those who are 

unsaved.   

 


