
Adult School of Ministry 
 
Lesson for Sunday, October 23, 2022 (Lesson #8)  

 
New Unit:  Christ is the Book of Hebrews. 
 
God the Son:  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God.               

 
Scriptures:  Hebrews 1:1-14; 2:1-4.                                 
  
The Lesson Overview:  This lesson explores the opening argument of the Book of Hebrews, 
which is that Jesus is superior to anything of a religious or spiritual nature, or any person that 
came before Him, including the forefathers and prophets of Israel.  In the first chapter, the 
writer makes it clear that Jesus is even better, higher, and greater than the holy angels.  
Therefore, salvation through faith in Jesus Christ is to be held onto and treasured above 
anything else – past, present or future.  The writer demonstrated that Jesus is in a category all 
by Himself, the only one of His kind, the “only begotten Son of God,” as confirmed by His 
life and ministry, told in the Four Gospels.   
 
Historical Background:  Until the end of the nineteenth century, the Apostle Paul was 
regarded as the author of the Letter to the Hebrews.  During the twentieth century, it became 
popular to say we do not know who wrote Hebrews.  Therefore, in reference to Hebrews, the 
writer is generally referred to simply as “the author” or “the writer.”  It is quite obvious the 
author was a Jewish Christian, concerned that his fellow Jewish believers in Jesus as the 
Messiah were considering abandoning their faith in Him as the Messiah.  The goal of the 
author of Hebrews was to convince these Jewish believers that Jesus is the Messiah God 
promised to Israel, and they should keep their faith in Him.   
 
Lesson Outline: 

1. A More Excellent Name:  Hebrews 1:1-4. 
A. Old and New Revelation, vv. 1-2. 
B. The More Excellent Source, vv. 3-4. 

2. Lord of Creation:  Hebrews 1:5-14. 
A. The Matchless Son of God, vv. 5-9. 
B. The Handiwork of the Son, vv. 10-14. 

3. Wondrous Savior:  Hebrews 2:1-4. 
A. The Preeminent Savior, vv. 1-2. 
B. Jesus the Savior Merits Our Attention, vv. 3-4. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 
1. A More Excellent Name:  Hebrew 1:1-4. 

A. Old and New Revelation, vv. 1-2. 
1) If the writer of Hebrews was not one of the original Twelve Apostles or 

Paul, its contents revel a close association of the writer with at least some 
of these men, because its message is in complete harmony with Apostolic 
doctrine. 

2) The writer believed God spoke, and that the words of God had been 
written in what Christians call “The Old Testament.”  These scriptures 
were the Bible of the early church, because at that time, the New 
Testament writings as we have them today had not yet been compiled. 

3) The Gospel was proclaimed, and the books of the New Testament were 
written, as the Holy Spirit moved Apostles and other close to them, to 
write.   

4) The writer of Hebrews said God had spoken in the past through the 
fathers and prophets of Israel; and now, God had spoken again, but this 
time, through His very own Son Jesus, whom God appointed to be “heirs 
of all things,” meaning He is the Owner, Ruler, King of all things. 

5) Moreover, it was through His Son that God “made the worlds [everything 
that was created].”  While all of this is about Jesus, the name Jesus does 
not appear until Hebrews 2:9. 

B. The More Excellent Source, vv. 3-4. 
1) The writer of Hebrews began his letter by acknowledging the Old 

Testament Scriptures are the Word of God.  This was a truth with which 
every devout Jew would agree.   

2) In their mind, the only way something new could be added to those 
Scriptures was for God Himself to come down and do it.  So, the author of 
Hebrews said, God has spoken “by His Son,” who is the heir of all things 
and the means by which the universe was created, v. 2.  

3) Then follows a glorious description of the Son of God, v. 3.  The Son, 
who has spoken in these last days, bears the brightness of the glory of 
God as an exact representation of the invisible God.   

4) The Son is the one who reveals God’ and the Son sustains “all things by 
the word of His power,” which means, the Word of the Son has the power 
to create all things, and the power to sustain all things created.   

5) In effect, the Son of God is God (with the Father and the Holy Spirit), and 
His Word is the Word of God.  

6) The Son of God “purged [cleansed us of]” of our sins; the word purged 
being from a Greek word that means “to clean inside and out; to 
completely remove anything that defiles.”   



7) The Son’s mission in coming into the world was to save us from sin, and 
after completing that mission, He “sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty [God] on high”, v. 3.   

8) Considering who the Son is, His words are to be received as God’s Word.  
While fathers and prophets spoke God’s Word “for” God, the Son was 
“God speaking.”   

9) Therefore, the word of the Son is the supreme statement of God’s Word.  
He is infinitely superior to the fathers and prophets of Israel, and also 
infinitely superior to the angels, and has “a more excellent name than 
them all”, v. 4 NKJV.  The name Jesus still has not been named by the 
writer of Hebrews but he is building up to it! 

10) If we are not attentive to our walk with God, we can grow distant 
from the voice of God and His Word will not have the influence on our 
living it once had.  When the Word of God becomes nothing more than 
background noise, we have already wandered too far from the Truth.   

11) The Jewish believers in Jesus as the Messiah were questioning the 
reliability of the Gospel and were seriously considering returning to where 
they were before they believed in Jesus.  The Book of Hebrews 
powerfully reminds us that the Word of God, spoken by His Son, has no 
equal, not even in the Holy Scriptures of the old covenant.   

12) In fact, the old was always pointing to the new, and when Christ 
completed His mission, there was nothing to go back to, only the new to 
embrace.   

2. Lord of Creation:  Hebrews 1:5-14. 
A. The Matchless Son of God, vv. 5-9. 

1) Having established that the word of the Son fulfills and supersedes the 
word of the fathers and prophets of Israel, the writer of Hebrews began 
quoting prophecies from the Old Testament to show that Jesus is far 
superior to angels (Psalms 2:7; 1 Chronicles 17:13; Psalms 104:4; 45:6-7; 
102:25-26; and 110:1.   

2) In addition to quoting Old Testament passages to make his point, the 
writer apparently made reference to something that happened when Jesus 
was born, as told in the Gospel by Luke.   

3) When God brought the firstborn (Jesus) into the world, God said, “Let all 
the angels of God worship Him”, v. 6.  This is not a quotation form the 
Old Testament, but is reminiscent of Luke’s account of the angel 
announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds, and the host of heaven 
praising God, saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men”, Luke 2:13-14.   

4) The writer’s progression of thought is clear:  God said He had begotten 
the Son; therefore, God is His Father, v. 5.  The Son is the “firstborn” who 



was worshiped by angels when He was born into the world, v. 6.  The 
angels are the servants of the Son, v. 7.   

5) The Son’s throne is established by God forever, v. 8.  The Son is anointed 
of God more than anyone else ever has been, v. 9.  Jesus is not an angel, 
but the One whom angels worship.   

B. The Handiwork of the Son, vv. 10-14. 
1) Continuing with quotations form the Old Testament, the writer of 

Hebrews again attributes creation to the Son, v.10.  He alluded to this 
previously in verse 2, saying that, by Him (the Son), “He [God] made the 
worlds.”   

2) Here, the writer of Hebrews said the “Lord [Jesus}” laid the foundations 
of the earth, and the heavens are the work of His hands.  That Jesus is 
Creator is found in John 1:1-14; and Colossians1:16-20.   

3) Speaking of Jesus, the Apostle Paul said, “All things were created by Him 
and for Him”, Colossians 1:16.  Given that angels are created being, and 
Christ created all things. It becomes logically impossible to argue that 
Christ was created.  Instead, He is the eternally begotten Son of God who 
created all things.   

4) As the writer of Hebrews noted from Scripture, this present world will 
eventually cease to exist, vv. 11-12.  In contrast to this passing world, 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit will remain forever, 
because God is eternal.   

5) God the Son, who sits at the right hand of God the Father, v. 13, is 
infinitely superior to the fathers and prophets of Israel, the angels, and the 
sum total of the creation itself.   

6) Jesus the Messiah is the sovereign Maker and Ruler of all creation, and 
the angels are His servants, whom He sends forth to minister to the heirs 
of the salvation He provided, v. 14.  The heirs of salvation are believers in 
Jesus Christ.   

7) It helps to remember that Jesus is better, greater, higher, and stronger than 
anyone or anything in the whole material or spiritual world.  Jesus created 
all things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, thrones, 
dominions, principalities, and powers (Colossians 1:16. 

8) Given that Christ is greater than the combined energy and mass of the 
universe, it is illogical to abandon faith in Him.  The Jewish Christians to 
whom the Letter to the Hebrews was written, were facing growing 
persecution, and to escape persecution were tempted to go back on the 
religion they had before they believed in Jesus as the Messiah.   

9) The issue facing them also faces us:  are we willing to pay the cost of 
being a disciple of Jesus?  If we abandon Jesus, to whom shall we go? The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God for salvation, Romans 1:16.  
We need Jesus Christ.   



3. Wondrous Savior: Hebrews 2:1-4. 
A. The Preeminent Savior, vv. 1-2. 

1) Hebrews 2:1 begins with the word “therefore,” meaning that, in light of 
the facts concerning the superiority of the Son and His words, believers in 
Him should not go back to where they were before believing in Him. 

2) In the face of temptations to forsake Jesus, we are urged to hold on to 
faith in Him with determination.  Instead of allowing the challenges of life 
to distract or tempt us to get our eyes off of Jesus, we should be paying 
more attention to Him, listening to His words, learning from His example, 
and seeking to know Him better by experiencing His Spirit living in us, 
we are likely to falter in our faith.   

3) God mediated the law to Moses by angels, Deuteronomy 33:2), and any 
violation of that law carried appropriate penalties, v. 2.  Similarly, the law 
of the kingdom of God has been spoken to us by God’s own Son, who is 
infinitely superior to angels.   

4) Therefore, we should pay careful attention to, and obey, the words spoken 
by the Son.  Seeing that failure to obey the word of angels could be 
punished with severe penalties, we can only imagine how severe the 
penalty may be disregarding the word of God’s own Son.   

5) Ignoring the words of Christ can cause much regret, but there is no regret 
for hearing and obeying His words (see Matthew 7:24-27. 

B. Jesus the Savior Merits Our Attention, vv. 3-4. 
1) The writer of Hebrews asks a question to which the answer is obvious: 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?”, v. 3.  The 
answer is, there is no way to escape the consequences of neglecting the 
great salvation provided by Jesus Christ.   

2) This salvation was spoken of by the Lord Jesus, confirmed by those who 
personally heard Him, v. 3, and proven to be real by signs and wonders, 
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, v. 4.  

3) The writer of Hebrews was confident in the witness of those who heard 
Jesus firsthand, and he was further persuaded by God’s confirmation of 
their witness by means of miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  \ 

4) We, too, can be confident in the truthfulness of the Gospel because, by 
believing the Gospel, sinners are saved and obtain a new life in Christ.  
We must never neglect or take the Gospel for granted.   

5) There are many thing competing for our time and attention, and often the 
demands of things temporary win out over things eternal.  Faced with this 
persistent reality, it is essential that we regard our salvation by faith in 
Jesus Christ as our “every day” top priority.   

6) This we must do because, as Jesus said, “What will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Mark 8:36 NKJV). 

 



Call To Discipleship:   The disciples of Jesus were the first to declare the good news that He 
came to save the lost.  It was a powerful message that changed lives, and we must be ready to 
continue as witnesses of Jesus Christ.  However, to be effective, we must have the Word of 
God burning in our own hearts, so that evangelism is the natural overflow of a life on fire for 
Jesus. 
 
Ministry In Action:  Any child of a broken home can testify of the transition from love, to 
neglect, to abandonment.  As children of God, we must maintain our love for the Word of 
God, lest we abandon the faith.   


