
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, January 30, 2022  

 

The Great Passover Event:  God is mighty to deliver from all bondage.     

 
Scriptures:  Exodus 11:1-9; 12: 12-13, 21-36.         

 

The Lesson Overview:  In the Book of Exodus, nine of the ten plagues had already been 

inflicted on Egypt by the time we come to chapter 12.  Egypt, and her pantheon of gods, had 

been humiliated under the mighty hand of God’s judgment. Chapter 12 tells of the tenth and 

final plague from God against Egypt that persuaded Pharaoh and the Egyptians to plead with 

Moses and the Israelites to leave Egypt.  The supernatural was at work in all of these plagues, 

and in the last one that proved fatal to the firstborn male humans and cattle of the Egyptians.  

This last and most terrible plague is the subject of this lesson, beginning with the 

announcement of this plague, as told in Exodus 11.  

 

Historical Background:  The three greatest annual religious feasts of the Jews (descendants of 

the ancient Israelites) are Passover, in the spring of the year, followed five weeks later by 

Pentecost, and then by Tabernacles in the fall of the year.  All of these religious observances 

are held in remembrance of great historical and religious events that occurred in connection 

with the Exodus of the ancient Israelites from Egypt under the leadership of Moses, freeing 

them from slavery to the Egyptians.  The greatest of these events was the Passover, and God, 

through Moses, commanded the Israelites and their descendants to observe the Passover 

festival annually forever, Exodus 12:24. 

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Supernatural Plague Announced:  Exodus 11:1-9. 

A. God’s Instructions to Israel, vv. 1-3. 

B. God’s Pronouncement of Judgment, vv. 4-9. 

2. Instructions for Observing Passover:  Exodus 12:1-13; 21-28. 

A. Meaning of the Passover, vv. 12-13. 

B. Passover Instituted, vv. 21-28. 

3. Manifestation of God’s Power:  Exodus 12:29-36. 

A. Death of the Firstborn, vv. 29-30. 

B. Exodus of the Israelites, vv. 31-36. 

 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Supernatural Plague Announced:  Exodus 11:1-9. 

A. God’s Instructions to Israel, vv. 1-3. 

1) From the nine plagues that had already been inflicted on Egypt, the land 

lay in ruins and their gods shown to be powerless against the God of 

Israel.   

2) One of the most powerful empires in the world at the time, had been 

completely devastated and fear paralyzed the people of Egypt.  The 

Egyptian people were eager to see the Israelites depart from their land, but 

still, their stubborn Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt. Would not allow the 

Israelites to leave.  

3) God announced to Moses that He would bring one final plague on Egypt, 

v. 1.  This plague would be so dreadful in its consequences, Pharaoh 

would “thrust” or expel the Israelites from the land.   

4) This tenth and final plague would both humble Pharaoh and magnify the 

reputation of Israel’s God before the Egyptians.   

5) God instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to request from their Egyptian 

neighbors, jewels of silver and gold, v. 2.  The Egyptians were more kind 

toward the Israelites now that their land lay in ruin by the plagues that had 

befallen them.   

6) God’s people, the Israelites, had long suffered oppression and deprivation 

as slaves at the hands of the Egyptians.  Now it was fitting that, at the 

threshold of their departure from Egypt. God provided compensation for 

the Israelites by the Egyptians, who had, for so long, robbed them of their 

just compensation for labor performed.   

7) God gave the Israelites and Moses favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, and 

Moses was considered “very great” by the Egyptians and Pharaoh’s 

officials, v. 3.  Therefore, the Egyptians gave generously to the Israelites, 

enriching them with material wealth before their departure from Egypt.   

B. God’s Pronouncement of Judgement, vv. 4-9. 

1) God used Moses to pronounce this tenth plague to Pharaoh.  This time, 

there would be a difference in the way this plague would occur.  Moses 

and Aaron would not act as agents in bringing the plague, and Pharaoh 

would be given no space to change his mind and refuse to release the 

Israelites after the plague.   

2) This plague would be so devastating and decisive against Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians, they would urge the Israelites to depart from Egypt.   

3) In the darkness of the middle of the night, God would send His destroying 

angel throughout the land of Egypt killing the firstborn sons of the 

Egyptians, and the firstborn males of their cattle.   

4) In Hebrew, the word for “firstborn” means a male.  There would be death 

throughout the land of Egypt affecting the Egyptians, from the firstborn 



son of Pharaoh to that of the lowliest servant and including their animals, 

vv. 4-5.  

5) Pharaoh’s firstborn son was heir to the throne, and regarded as a god by 

the Egyptians, but Israel’s God would take his life away.   

6) “The time is fixed about midnight, the dead time of night; when they were 

all sleep, all their firstborn should sleep the sleep of death, silently and 

insensibly, so as not to rouse families at midnight to stand by and see 

them die”, Matthew Henry.   

7) As a result of this plague of death there would be an unprecedented 

weeping throughout Egypt, v. 6.  It is interesting to note that one of the 

responsibilities of the Egyptian goddess, Isis was to protect their children.   

8) In the face of this plague of death, God demonstrated the failure of 

another of the Egyptians’ gods. 

9) To further display the sovereignty of God, it was made clear that the 

people of Israel would be protected by God form the death that would 

plague the Egyptians, v. 7.   

10) This would prove to the Egyptians that the Israelites were who they 

claimed to be, God’s chosen people.  Moses said that, after this last 

plague, Pharaoh’s officials would come and bow down before him, and 

plead with him to take the Israelites and depart from Egypt, v. 8. 

11) Having delivered to Pharaoh the announcement of this last plague, 

Moses departed from his presence for the last time in “great anger,” 

enraged that Pharaoh’s stubborn defiance of the God of Israel had brought 

events to this tragic outcome for himself and his people.   

12) God made it clear to Moses, that in spite of his having been warned 

about the death that was coming, Pharaoh would not relent and give the 

Israelites freedom to leave Egypt until after this last plague came, v. 9.  

Therefore, this plague of death against Pharaoh and the Egyptians would 

happen.   

13) Pharaoh’s obstinate refusal to give the people of Israel their 

freedom, invited against him, the Egyptians, and their god, the longest 

series of obviously supernatural judgements of God in Biblical history.   

14) At the time, the Egyptians worshipped many false gods, but the 

Israelites had been in Egypt for four centuries, and the Egyptians knew 

about Israel’s God, but ignored Him.   

15) While God’s judgments against those who ignored Him are rarely 

as conspicuous as those against the ancient Egyptians, the fact remains 

forever true, that individuals and nations who ignore god invite His 

judgment, and will not escape it, except they repent and return to God.  

2. Instructions for Observing Passover:  Exodus 12:12-13; 21-28. 

A. Meaning of the Passover, vv. 12-13. 



1) Exodus, chapter 12, tells of the institution of the first Passover 

observance, and of the making of this observance an “ordinance” to be 

kept annually by the Israelites and their descendants “forever”, v. 24. 

2) God, giving instruction to the Israelites through Moses, prepared the 

Israelites to escape the death angel that would pass through Egypt, and to 

celebrate their redemption by God from slavery in Egypt.   

3) Passover would mark the long-awaited answer to the cries of the Israelites 

in Egypt to be delivered from their oppressors.   

4) God, through Moses, informed the Israelites He would kill the firstborn of 

the Egyptians, both man and animal.  God made it clear He would enact 

this plague “this night,” v. 12. 

5) However, it would take place after the Israelites had partaken of their 

Passover meal, the Passover lamb or goat, v. 5, roasted over a fire, and 

eaten with unleavened bread and vegetables, v. 8. 

6) When the Passover lambs were killed (sacrificed to God) by the Israelites, 

they were to catch the blood that came from the cut in the neck of each 

lamb to bring about its death, and they were to spread the blood on the 

two side posts and the top post of the entry door to their home, v. 7.   

7) This would protect all the Israelites within the home, so the death angel 

would “pass over” them, and none of them would die, v. 13. 

8) God said He would “pass through” the land of Egypt, v. 12, killing the 

firstborn of the Egyptians, but He would “pass over” the blood-protected 

homes of the Israelites, v. 13.   

9) There is a significant difference between the words “pass through” and 

the words “pass over”.  To “pass through” conveys the idea of covering 

the whole land with the judgment of God.   

10) To “pass over” meant the death angel would spare the houses of the 

Israelites, whose door posts were smeared with the blood of the Passover 

lambs.   

B. Passover Instituted, vv. 21-28. 

1) Moses told the elders of Israel the instructions God gave to him in regard 

to the observance of the first Passover in Egypt, vv. 21-23.  After the 

blood was applied to the doorposts, no one was to leave the house.   

2) Moses told the elders that God would kill all of the firstborn of Egypt, but 

if the Israelites obeyed God’s instructions, then they would be safe.  

3) Instructions for the institution of the Passover as on ongoing religious 

feast are given in Exodus 12:1-6.  Here, God commanded the Israelites 

and their descendants (the Jews) to keep the Passover as an annual 

ordinance forever, vv. 24-25, to be a perpetual reminder to all future 

generations, v. 26, of what God did for Israel at the first Passover, v. 27. 



4) After hearing these instructions from Moses, the people bowed their heads 

and worshipped God, v. 27, and they did as the Lord had commanded 

them, v. 28. 

5) As a result of their believing the word of God spoken to them by Moses, 

and obeying that word, the Israelites were saved from the death angel.   

6) It is important to realize that the Passover lamb did not save the Israelites.  

It was the application of the blood to the doorposts of the house that saved 

them. 

7) And, the family, to be saved from the death angel, had to remain inside 

the house.  The blood had to be applied and trusted to be effective.  The 

Passover lamb foreshadowed Jesus, the Lamb of God, and the salvation 

for us accomplished through His sacrificial death on the Cross.   

8) The death of Jesus saved us from sin and death.  When we believe that, 

and keep our trust in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, we are safe 

forever in His grace and love.  

3. Manifestation of God’s Power:  Exodus 12:29-36. 

A. Death of the Firstborn, vv. 29-30. 

1) The terror that befall the Egyptians on the night of the death of their 

firstborn is told in brief but horrifying detail in these verses.  “It came to 

pass”, v. 29, “there was not a house [of the Egyptians] where there was 

not one dead”, v. 30.   

2) As a result of this horrifying event, intense, painful lamentation 

encompassed all of Egypt.  Firstborn sons were not only sons, they were 

also adult males who were husbands, fathers, and grandfathers. 

3) Imagine a family in which the husband, father, son, and grandfather were 

all firstborns.  Doubtlessly, most of the families in Egypt had multiple 

deaths.   

B. Exodus of the Israelites, vv. 31-36. 

1) Pharaoh had banished Moses from his presence, saying he did not want to 

see his face again, Ex. 10:28.  Nevertheless, on the night of the Passover, 

Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and commanded them to take with 

them the Israelites and their flocks and herds, and to be gone from Egypt.   

2) He also asked them to “bless me also” on their way out, vv. 31-32.  The 

Egyptians urged the Israelites to leave quickly, “for they said [least] We 

be all dead men”, v. 33. 

3) The Israelites responded to their opportunity to leave Egypt by leaving 

immediately.  They gathered up their bread dough, intended for the next 

day, before it was leavened and baked, and gathered their clothes in 

bundles to be carried on their shoulders, vv. 33-34. 

4) From this circumstance of leaving Egypt so quickly, the religious feast of 

Unleavened Bread was thereafter observed among the Israelites for seven 

days following the observance of the annual Passover.  The Egyptians not 



only urged the Israelites to leave, but gave them all they needed for their 

journey, as promised by God earlier to Moses, vv. 35-36; compare Exodus 

3:21-22. 

5) Vengeance belongs to God.  When God called Moses, He promised He 

would deliver Israel from their bondage, but centuries before that, God 

gave the same promise to Abraham, the father of the Israelite nation, 

Genesis 15:13-14.   

6) God kept His promise.  God has given us promises that good will triumph 

over evil, and that His church and kingdom will be victorious over the evil 

world.   

7) We must conduct our lives in faith and holiness, believing God’s promise 

that, ultimately, if we stand with Christ, we are on the winning side.  

Vengeance belongs to God.  He will make all thing right for His people.   

 

Call to Discipleship:  Let us prayerfully consider if there is anything in our lives we need to 

surrender to God.  Our lives should reflect Jesus Christ, as He lived in complete submission 

to His Father’s will.  

 

Ministry in Action:  God is all-powerful and able to accomplish what seems impossible to us.  

Encourage one another to pray, believing this, when facing challenging situations in daily 

living.  


