
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, January 2, 2022  

 

Christ Challenges Conventional Thinking:  Believers should follow 

Jesus’ example of engaging with sinners. 

 
Scriptures:  Luke 14:1-24.         

 

The Lesson Overview:  This lesson examines Jesus’ authority, and ways in which His 

authority was a challenge to the conventional thinking and traditions of the Jewish religious 

leaders.  Jesus’s authority was seen, not only in the miracles He performed, but also in the 

spiritual influences of the words He spoke.  People saw Jesus’ miracles and heard His 

preaching and teaching, and sensed He has both power and authority not possessed by other 

religious leaders.  In thinking about God-given power and authority, it helps to remember 

that power is the ability to do good, while authority is the right to use power in specific ways 

to do good.  Jesus had divine power and authority for His ministry.   

 

Historical Background:  This entire lesson revolves around a meal to which Jesus was invited 

for a gathering of people on a Sabbath day.  Then, as now, gatherings to share a meal were 

more social function as simply a time to provide nourishment for the body.  In this lesson, we 

see that such meals were often showcases for displaying one’s status in society, and the same 

is true today.  Jesus was there, at a meal in the house of a chief Pharisee, because He was 

invited.  In that setting, Jesus used the opportunity to heal, on the Sabbath day, a man in 

serious need of healing, and to do important teaching about the Sabbath, pride, and humility.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Jesus Heals on The Sabbath:  Luke 14:1-6. 

A. They Watched Jesus, vv. 1-3. 

B. Jesus Healed the Man, vv. 4-6. 

2. Jesus Teaches Humility and Service:  Luke 14:7-14. 

A. Abstain From Self-Exaltation, vv. 7-11. 

B. How To Be Blessed by God, vv. 12-14. 

3. The Great Banquet Invitation:  Luke 14:15-24. 

A. Inexcusable Excuses, vv. 15-20. 

B. Unlikely Guests Brought In, vv. 21-24. 

 

Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Jesus Heals on The Sabbath:  Luke 14:1-6. 



A. They Watched Jesus:  Luke 14:1-3. 

1) It is common in the Gospels to see Jesus eating with people.  Jesus often 

used meal times to engage people and teach important lessons.  In the 

Gospel by Luke alone, there are told ten instances of Jesus dining with 

various people.   

2) A shared meal usually, represented acceptance of hospitality, friendship, 

and community.  Jesus was criticized by self-righteous people for being a 

friend of publicans (despised Jewish tax collectors for the Roman 

government) and sinners (Matthew 11:19; Luke 7:34), because He ate 

with them, as He did in the house of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-7). 

3) When Jesus went into the house of a leading Pharisee to eat on the 

Sabbath day, those present would not have considered themselves to be 

sinners.  This was a gathering of experts in the law of Moses, Pharisees, v. 

3, and people of means and social standing, vv. 7, 12. 

4) It seems that, on this occasion, as was usually the case in Jesus’ 

encounters with the Jewish religious leaders of His day, their purpose was 

to find which to accuse Him of wrong-doing.  Therefore, they watched 

Jesus. 

5) When Jesus came to the place where He reclined at the table, “there was a 

certain man before Him which had the dropsy”, v. 2.  We do not know if 

this man was planted there by Jesus’ enemies, or if he was simply one of 

the invited guests.   

6) Dropsy is what today would be called edema, swelling caused by fluid in 

the body.  As we know today, such a condition can be indicative of kidney 

failure, congestive heart failure, and other seriously disabling diseases. 

7) This man was visibly swollen and in poor health, and possibly he was a 

lawyer or Pharisee, and he needed divine healing.  Jesus had compassion 

for him, and also saw in healing him an opportunity to do important 

teaching.   

8) Jesus, answering the inquisitive watching of those present, asked the 

lawyers and Pharisees a question:  “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 

day?” v. 3. 

B. Jesus Healed the Man, vv. 4-6. 

1) Jesus knew the lawyers and Pharisees regarded healing the sick as servile 

labor that was not to be done on the Sabbath.  But they refused to answer 

Jesus, v. 4.   

2) Hearing no objection from them, Jesus acted as though they gave their 

permission for this man to be healed. It appears that Jesus took the man by 

the hand, lifted him up, healed him, and released him.   

3) We cannot doubt but that the swelling of this man’s body was seen to go 

away, and he, who before was obviously not well, appeared made well by 

Jesus.   



4) After healing the man, Jesus knowing the lawyers and Pharisees were, in 

fact, opposed to His healing the man on the Sabbath, answered their 

unspoken objections with another question:  “Which of you shall have a 

donkey or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not immediately pull him out on 

the Sabbath day?” v. 5.   

5) The question implied correctly, that they cared more for their 

domesticated animals than for their fellow humans.  Clearly condemned 

by Jesus’ words, they had no defense of their sinful attitude and behavior, 

v. 6. 

6) The law of Moses permitted the rescue of a fallen donkey or an ox on the 

Sabbath, Deuteronomy 22:4, and the religious leaders should have known 

that showing compassion to a fellow human on the Sabbath was of far 

greater importance than rescuing a domesticated animal.   

7) However, their pretended strict adherence to the law precluded such 

thinking from their minds, but they had not difficulty setting aside the 

laws of God in favor of their own traditions, Matthew 15:3, 6. 

8) Jesus never broke the law regarding the Sabbath, as it is found in the law 

of Moses.  However, Jesus ignored the hundreds of man-made rules about 

keeping the Sabbath that had been invented by the Jewish scribes, making 

it virtually impossible for anyone to keep the Sabbath.  

9) God gave the Sabbath as a day of rest and renewal for both humans and 

domesticated work animals, but the scribes had turned the Sabbath into a 

day of almost unbearable religious tedium.   

10) Jesus taught that the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 

Sabbath, Mark 2:27, and He showed Himself to be “Lord of the Sabbath”, 

Mark 2:28, by healing on the Sabbath.   

11) Jesus, in the midst of a gathering of lawyers and Pharisees, was 

surrounded by some of His harshest critics.  However, Jesus did not allow 

this to deter Him from doing what was right in that situation.  Jesus healed 

the diseased man, even if he was one of their own.   

12) Jesus healed the man, knowing the lawyers and Pharisees would be 

critical of His action.  An important lesson in this for us is, we who follow 

Christ must not allow ourselves to be kept from doing what is right  

2. Jesus Teaches Humility and Service:  Luke 14:7-14. 

A. Abstain From Self-Exaltation, vv. 7-11. 

1) When Luke says Jesus noticed how the guests invited to this Sabbath meal 

sought the places of highest honor for themselves, v. 7, this was the 

common behavior of these who had such high opinions of themselves. 

This behavior was not unique to those people, nor to that time.  The same 

kind of status seeking still goes on today.   

2) In response to the status seeking of the guests, Jesus told a parable (a 

story) about what could happen.  Jesus used a wedding feast as the setting 



for His parable.  He said, when you are invited to such a feast, do not 

choose a place of high honor for yourself, least someone more honorable 

(with more status) than you arrives later.   

3) Then, the man with more status, and the master of the feast, will require 

you to take a lesser place at the feast, and you will be shamed, vv. 8-9/ 

4) To avoid being shamed by status-seeking, Jesus advised His audience to 

voluntarily choose a place of little status.  Then, Jesus said, it might 

happen, that the master of the feast who invited you, will come and ask 

you to move up to a more distinguished place, v. 10.  Then, you would 

have the honor that comes from being exalted, not by self, but by others.   

5) Jesus concluded His parable with a proverb of His own, much like that in 

Proverbs 25:6-7.  Jesus said, “Whosoever exalteth himself shall be 

abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted”, v. 11. 

B. How To Be Blessed by God, vv. 12-14. 

1) Having concluded His parable about pride and humility, Jesus had in 

mind another change in the thinking of His audience.  To the one who had 

invited Him to this Sabbath meal, Jesus said, when you make a feast, do 

not invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors, least they, 

in turn, invite you to a feast, and that will be your reward, v. 12.   

2) Instead of inviting those who can repay you, Jesus said, invite the poor, 

the maimed, the lame, and the bling, v. 13.  For this, said Jesus, you will 

be blesses (by God), you will be “recompensed (rewarded) at the 

resurrection of the just”, v. 14. 

3) As Jesus taught and exemplified, the Christlike life must be an unselfish 

and unself-centered.  To begin with, we must put God and Christ before 

self, and often it becomes our moral and ethical obligation to put others 

before self.   

4) We cannot live by the worldly principle of making self-number one.  The 

real problem with selfishness is that it reveals a lack of trust in God to be 

the rewarder of those who put Him first, and the rewarder of those who 

put others first for Christ’s sake.   

5) It is essential that we believe what Jesus said is true:  those who humble 

themselves out of reverence and love for God, will also be exalted by 

God.  

3. The Great Banquet Invitation:  Luke 14:15-24. 

A. Inexcusable Excuses, v. 15-20. 

1) In response to Jesus’ words about being rewarded at the resurrection, v. 

14, a guest at the meal remarked, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 

kingdom of God”, v. 15.   

2) In answer to this, Jesus told what is generally known as the parable of the 

Great Supper.  Jesus said a man prepared a great feast, and sent to those 

who had been previously invited to come, announcements, telling them 



the feast was prepared, and it was now time for them to come to it, vv. 16-

17. 

3) After having accepted their invitations earlier, all the invited guests made 

excuses for not coming, vv. 18-20.  Their excuses were, in fact, 

inexcusable, because they made a prior commitment to come when the 

banquet was ready. 

4) The lawyers and Pharisees at the Sabbath meal expected to eat bread in 

the kingdom of God at the end of the age.  However, Jesus had been 

preaching, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand [now 

present]: repent and believe the Gospel”, Mark 1:15.   

5) Jesus had invited them to participate in God’s kingdom now, but they had 

rejected His invitation.   

B. Unlikely Guests Brought In, vv. 21-24. 

1) Jesus continued, telling the parable.  When the maker of the Great Supper 

realized those he had invited were not coming, he decided to extend the 

invitation to the Supper to the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the blind.  

2) When they came, and there was still room for more guests, the invitation 

was extended to everyone who could be found along the public roadways, 

and those bordering the roadways, to come and fill the house of the master 

of the Supper.   

3) In effect, Jesus was saying to the lawyers and Pharisees, that if they would 

not accepts His invitation to participate in the kingdom of God, the 

Kingdom would be filled by extending the invitation to participate in the 

kingdom to every person who will accept it.   

4) Later, in Jerusalem, only days before His crucifixion, Jesus said to the 

chief religious leaders of the Jews, “the publicans and the harlots go into 

the kingdom of God before you”, Matthew 21:23, 31.   

5) The publicans (Jewish tax collectors for the Romans) and harlots (female 

prostitutes) were regarded by many of the Jews as the worst of sinners, 

but Jesus said they entered the Kingdom before the religious leaders, 

because they believed and obeyed the Gospel, while the religious leaders 

did not.   

6) Thus Jesus concluded His teaching to those attending the Sabbath meal, 

leaving them to reflect on what He had said to them.  

7) As Christians, we continually encounter people who do not know Christ 

as their Savior and Lord (relatives, friends, co-workers, and strangers).  

The Gospel is for all people, and salvation is free to all who will receive it 

from Christ, but we who know Christ as our Savior must endeavor to 

make Him known to those who do not yet know Him.   

8) We are to do this with our deeds and words.  We cannot literally compel 

people to believe in Christ, but we should seek to have such as influence 

on them, they will feel in themselves, compelled to come to Christ. 



Call to Discipleship:  Jesus challenged the conventional thinking of the religious leaders of 

His time.  Their conventional thinking was, in fact, “worldly thinking” about status, power, 

self-importance, superiority to others, and self-righteousness.  It is painful to admit, but 

“Christians” may be guilty of this kind of “worldly thinking,” but we absolutely must not do 

this.   

 

Ministry in Action:  As fellow believers in Christ, pray for one another that your witness for 

Him, by the life you live, and by the words you speak, will influence others to become 

believers in Him.   

 

 

 
 


