
Adult School of Ministry 
 

Lesson for Sunday, January 16, 2022  

 

The Risen Lord Dispels Doubts: The Gospel message captures the heart 

and imagination.   

 
Scriptures:  Luke 24:13-36.         

 

The Lesson Overview:  In his account of the Gospel, Mark mentions that two disciples of 

Jesus, walking to the country on the day of Jesus’ resurrection, encountered the risen Lord 

(Mark 16:12).   However, Luke, in his account of the Gospel, tell the story about these two 

disciples in substantial detail.  It is this account on which this lesson is based.  In fact, in 

relation to Jesus’ resurrection, this is one of the most important, interesting, and informative 

narratives in the New Testament.  Luke says these two disciples of Jesus were walking to the 

village of Emmaus, when the risen Lord joined them.  They did not immediately recognize 

Jesus, but He engaged them in a revealing conversation.   

 

Historical Background:  Luke, the author of the Gospel that bears his name, and The Acts of 

the Apostles, is named only three time in the New Testament, (Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 

4:11; Philemon 1:24).  The popular, traditional opinion is that Luke was a Gentile convert to 

Christ. However, it is likely he was a Hellenistic Jew like the Apostle Paul.  He was a fellow 

minister and frequent companion of Paul the last 13 years of Paul’s life.  Since Luke is the 

only one who tells about the sending of the Seventy disciples of Jesus, he likely was one of 

the Seventy.  And since he alone tells in detail about the two disciples walking to Emmaus, 

he likely was the one unnamed, Luke 24:18.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. The Risen Lord Comes Near:  Luke 24:13-16. 

A. Two Disciples Walking and Talking, vv. 13-14. 

B. Jesus Joins the Two Disciples, vv. 15-16. 

2. The Risen Lord Teaches:  Luke 24:17-27. 

A. Two Disappointed Disciples, vv. 17-24. 

B. Jesus Taught the Scriptures, vv. 25-27. 

3. The Risen Lord Recognized:  Luke 24:28-36. 

A. Hospitality and Revelation, vv. 28-32. 

B. Testifying of the Risen Lord, vv. 33-36. 

 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. The Risen Lord Comes Near:  Luke 24:13-16. 

A. Two Disciples Walking and Talking, vv. 13-14. 

1) On the day of Jesus’ resurrection, two of his disciples (not of the Twelve) 

walked together to a village named Emmaus.  Today, the location of that 

village is unknown, but Luke says it was about seven miles (60 furlongs) 

from Jerusalem.   

2) As they walked, they were talking to each other about the events of recent 

days in Jerusalem, especially in relation to Jesus.  Only a few days after 

Jesus and the Twelve had arrived in Jerusalem for the observation of the 

Passover, Jesus had been arrested by the Jewish religious leaders, and 

they delivered Him to the Roman governor Pilate, demanding that He be 

crucified.   

3) So the Romans crucified Jesus, He died on the cross, and He had been 

buried by two friends, Joseph and Nicodemus, in a tomb prepared for 

Joseph.   

4) Along with reviewing the facts of what they knew had happened, leading 

to the death and burial of Jesus, these disciples doubtlessly spoke of the 

tragedy that had befallen Jesus and His followers.    They likely wondered 

and speculated about what would become of Jesus’ followers, now that 

He was gone.   

5) Obviously, there was no one who could take Jesus’ place.  There was no 

one who could do the miracles He had done, or preach and teach with the 

authority He had.   

6) Yes, they had heard reports earlier in the day that some had seen Jesus 

alive, but they had not seen Him, and they were doubtful of the reports 

they had heard.   

7) The very thought that Jesus had risen from the dead seemed too good to 

be true.  And so they talked in a state of shock and hopelessness, as they 

walked to their destination.  

B. Jesus Joins the Two Disciples, vv. 15-16. 

1) Luke says, “And it came to pass” while the two disciples were walking 

and talking, “Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them”, v. 15.  

Maybe these two disciples knew that Jesus had said, “Where two or three 

are gathered together in My name, there I am in the midst of them”, 

Matthew 18:20. 

2) These two were Jesus disciples, and their thoughts were very much about 

Jesus, and the terribly unjust things that had happened to Him.  It could be 

said that His name brought them together, but they had no thought that 

Jesus was, in fact, with them.   

3) Steeped in their own thoughts and sorrow, the two hardly noticed the 

stranger who had come along beside them, and was now walking with 



them.  Luke says the eyes of the two disciples “were holden [restrained] 

that they should not know Him”, v. 16.   

4) Was this restraint on their vision a miracle performed by Jesus, so He 

could converse with them as they walked along without being recognized?  

Many believe this is what happened.   

5) Or were they in such a depressed state of mind, unable to imagine that 

Jesus could possibly be alive, that who He was simply did not register 

with them, and there was no need for Jesus to miraculously restrain their 

vision?  We do not know for sure, because Luke does not tell.  

6) Whatever may have been the cause of the two disciples’ failure to 

recognize Jesus, this gave Jesus the opportunity to question them 

candidly, for them to answer Him honestly, and them for them to listen to 

Jesus intently. 

7) If they had immediately recognized Jesus as their resurrected Lord, the 

rest of this story would have been very different from what we have 

before us.   

8) It is good the two disciples did not immediately recognize Jesus, because 

we, who have never seen Jesus, need to hear this conversation between 

Jesus and the two disciple.   

9) The experience of the two disciples who did not realize Jesus was present 

with them is, in some ways, reminiscent of our own experience as 

disciples of Jesus.  We know that, in fact, Christ is always with us, but we 

are not always cognizant of His presence.   

10) Sometimes, we may “feel” that Christ is not with us, but that is only 

a feeling, not the reality.  Regardless of how we feel about it, the reality is 

that Christ will never leave nor forsake us.   

11) Sometimes, we pray that Christ will be with us, when what we 

really need to ask is that we will be spiritually and mentally aware that He 

is with us.  We need to remind ourselves that He is present, so His 

presence will guard our thoughts, attitudes, words, and deeds.  We are at 

our best when we know Christ is with us.   

2. The Risen Lord Teaches:  Luke 24:17-27. 

A. Two Disappointed Disciples, vv. 17-24. 

1) We do not know how long Jesus walked with the two disciples before He 

spoke to them, but eventually He asked them what they were talking 

about that made them sad, v. 17.   

2) They were surprised that the man who had joined them did not know the 

things they were talking about.  They were so surprised, the one of them 

named Cleopas, inquired of Jesus if He was “a stranger in Jerusalem”, v. 

18, who had no knowledge of the events that had happened there in recent 

days. 



3) Jesus, giving no indication that He knew what Cleopas was talking about, 

simply, replied, “What things?”  This opened the door for both of the 

disciples to begin telling this “stranger” about Jesus of Nazareth.  They 

said Jesus was a prophet, “mighty in deed and word before God and all 

the people”, v. 19. 

4) They went on to tell about the unbelievably tragic events that had 

occurred to Jesus.  The chief religious leaders of the Jews had arrested 

Jesus and delivered Him to be condemned to death, and He was crucified, 

v. 20. 

5) Then, they told what troubled them most about all that had happened to 

Jesus.  They said, “We trusted that is had been He which should have 

redeemed Israel”, v. 21.   

6) With these words, they made known they had believed Jesus to be the 

Messiah, but now three days had passed since Jesus was crucified, and it 

seemed that maybe they had been wrong about who He was.   

7) However, some of the women disciples of Jesus had found His tomb 

empty, and had seen angels who said Jesus was alive, vv. 22-23.  Then, 

certain others had gone to the tomb and found Jesus’ body not there, but 

they did not see Jesus alive, v. 24. 

8) It seems these two disciples wanted to believe Jesus was alive, but they 

had not seen Him alive, and, at this point, they had not encountered 

anyone who had seen Him alive.   

9) The cause of their sadness was their profound disappointment over Jesus’ 

death, and their dashed hope that He was the Messiah.   

B. Jesus Taught the Scriptures, vv. 25-27. 

1) After hearing the two disciples tell of their disappointment over the death 

of Jesus, the risen Lord spoke to them with a kind reproof for their failure 

to believe what the prophets of Israel had prophesied regarding the 

sufferings and death of the Messiah, v. 25.   

2) Jesus continued, saying, “Ought not Christ [the Messiah] to have suffered 

these things, and to enter into His glory?” v. 26.  The resurrected Jesus 

wanted these two disciples to know that what had happened to Him had 

been foretold by Scripture. 

3) And, the Scripture had also foretold the Messiah would triumph over 

death and return to the glory He had with God before the world began, 

John 17:5.   

4) Following His introductory statement about the prophecies regarding the 

Messiah, Jesus processed to teach the two disciples form the Old 

Testament, beginning with the books of Moses and going through all the 

Prophets, explaining to them “in all the Scriptures the things concerning 

Himself”, v. 27.   



5) Jesus was a teacher of Scripture during His earthly ministry before His 

death, and He was a teacher of Scripture after His resurrection.   

6) The resurrected Jesus, before He allowed the two disciples to see Him as 

the risen Lord, sought to help them see Him as revealed in the Holy 

Scriptures.   

7) A professed faith in Christ, which is not based on Holy Scripture, will be 

a shallow faith that cannot endure.  To be continually growing in the grace 

and knowledge of Jesus Christ, 2 Peter 3:18, we must continually read, 

study, and hear the Word of God, that we may know and believe in Jesus 

as the Messiah, as He is revealed in all the Bible, in both the Old and New 

Testaments.  Read, study, and hear the Word of God.   

3. The Risen Lord Recognized:  Luke 24:28-32. 

A. Hospitality and Revelation, vv. 28-32. 

1) Having come to their destination near the end of the day, the two disciples 

extended to the stranger (Jesus) who had walked and talked with them, the 

hospitality of their residence, for an evening meal, and for lodging 

overnight.  Extending hospitality to strangers is a practice taught to God’s 

people in both the Old and New Testaments.   

2) The two disciples were richly rewarded for practicing hospitality, for as 

Jesus sat with them to share a meal, and blessed, broke, and gave them 

bread, suddenly, “their eyes were opened,” and they recognized that the 

one who blessed God and gave them bread was the resurrected Jesus 

Christ. 

3) Immediately, He vanished from their sight, but they had unforgettable 

proof that Jesus was alive.  Then, reflecting on listening to Jesus as He 

taught them, they said their hearts “burned” within them, as they listened.  

He spoke with divine authority, and they felt this within themselves.  

B. Testifying of the Risen Lord, vv. 33-36. 

1) Having seen the resurrected Jesus, the two disciples decided to return to 

Jerusalem as quickly as possible, to tell the Eleven and the other disciples 

with them, that they had seen the risen Lord, vv. 33, 35.   

2) When they arrived, the Eleven and the other disciples said to them that 

Simon Peter had seen the resurrected Jesus, v. 34.  Then, while the two 

disciples were telling about their experience of seeing Jesus alive, v. 35, 

the resurrected Jesus stood in the midst of the disciples and said, “Peace 

be unto you”, v. 36.   

3) Now there were many witnesses that Jesus had risen from the dead, and 

their number would continue increasing until Jesus ascended to the 

Father. 

4) Luke’s account of the two disciples who saw the resurrected Jesus in the 

breaking of bread, accentuates the importance of continuing Christian 

communion – the fellowship and familyhood of believers in Christ. 



5) Central to this fellowship is the observance of Holy Communion, which is 

a continual reminder to us that our fellowship is with the forever-living 

Jesus Christ, and our fellowship is also with all of our brothers and sisters 

who are believers in Christ.  

6) Sustaining this fellowship is a reminder to us that we belong to something 

much greater than ourselves, the worldwide household of faith, composed 

of people of every kindred, tongue, tribe, and nation, who know Jesus 

Christ is alive, and love Him sincerely as their Savior and Lord.  

 

Call to Discipleship:  The two disciples of Jesus, in their walk to Emmaus, were disappointed 

and disillusioned because the one whom they had hopes was the Messiah had been crucified.  

We have all been there, the point at which things have not turned out the way we had hoped.  

But we must never give up our faith in the face of disappointment.  The living Lord Jesus is 

with us, because He is faithful, even when our faith is weak.  He will confirm our faith and 

restore our hope. 

 

Ministry in Action:  Pray for one another to have an ever-increasing desire to know the living 

Lord Jesus as He is revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 

 

 
 


