
Adult School of Ministry  
 

Lesson for Sunday, January 1, 2023 (Lesson #5) NO SOM Today.   

New Year’s Day Family Service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Make God’s Word Central:  Teaching and practicing God’s Word in the 

home forms a solid foundation for Christian discipleship.     

 
Scriptures:  Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25; Proverbs 1:8-9, 3:1-4; Psalms 119:9-16. 

  

The Lesson Overview:  the hoe is designed to enrich the church, and the church is designed 

to equip the believer.  If the home does not experience the reality of God’s presence, and the 

truth of His Word, it will cease to enrich the church.  If the church, ceases to be enriched 

from the homes represented in her, then she will cease to effectively equip the believer.  

Therefore, Satan knows that if he can destroy the home, he can render the witness of the 

church ineffective.  Christianity is truly birthed and nurtured in the home.  When God’s Word 

is a reality in the home, the home becomes a school for preparing authentic Christian 

disciples who are witnessed of Jesus Christ.   

 

Historical Background:  In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses was addressing the Israelites 

just prior to their entering the Promised Land (Canaan).  That land was populated with seven 

spiritually and morally corrupt nations.  Moses wanted Israel to remember they were God’s 

chosen people.  Therefore, Moses addressed the parents rather than the leaders or priests.  

Why?  Because if God’s truth is to pass to future generations, it must begin in the home.  The 

Psalms and Proverbs passaged underscore the responsibilities of both parents and children to 

obey God’s commands.  The family was vital in communicating God’s Word to Israel, so 

they could retain their distinctive as God’s people.   

 

Lesson Outline: 

1. Embrace God’s Word:  Deuteronomy 6:1-9. 

A. Significance of God’s Word, vv. 1-3. 

B. Taking God’s Word to Heart, v. 4-6. 

2. Teach God’s Word:  Deuteronomy 6:20-25; Proverbs 1:8-9. 

A. Parental Responsibility, Deut. 6:20-25. 

B. Charge to Children, Prov. 1:8-9. 

3. Obey God’s Word:  Psalms 119:9-16; Proverbs 3:1-4. 

A. Delight in God’s Word, Ps. 119:9-16. 

B. Benefits of Keeping God’s Word, Prov. 3:1-4. 

 



Discussing the Lesson: 

1. Embrace God’s Word, Deuteronomy 6:1-9. 

A. Significance of God’s Word, vv. 1-3. 

1) Moses recounted to Israel the foundational Ten Commandments they had 

received from God at Mount Sinai.  He explained the Israelites’ personal 

responsibility to obey God’s commandments because of their covenant 

relationship with God.   

2) Moses outlined in detail what this personal commitment to God’s Word 

would look like in their daily living.   

3) The term “statutes” signifies commands of God for daily living, and 

“judgements” refers to God’s judicial verdicts and penalties for crimes 

committed, v. 1. 

4) The Israelites were to “keep” (faithfully observe) these laws of God, v. 2.  

Their observance of these laws would prove their reverential fear of the 

Lord and demonstrate their love for Him.  

5) Moses repeatedly used the terms “love” and “fear” as essential for Israel’s 

covenant relationship with God.  

6) In verse 3, a promise was given that, if the people would live by God’s 

laws, it would be “well” with them.  The term well refers to a quality of 

life that is sound, beautiful, and happy.   

7) It is the equivalent of the term “Blessed,” used by Jesus in the Beatitudes, 

meaning “happy because of having God’s favor.”  Israel’s covenant 

relationship with God was not meant to be merely a cold, mechanical 

keeping of rules, but a loving relationship with God by faith in Him.   

8) The same is true of our covenant relationship with God through faith in 

Jesus Christ.   

B. Taking God’s Word to Heart:  Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 

1) Verse 4 is what is known as the Jewish Shema (the word Shema means 

“hear”).  This verse represents The Core of the Jewish Faith and is 

repeated daily by devout Jews in their prayers.  The meaning is that the 

Lord (Yahweh) is the only true God.   

2) This confession of faith distinguished Israel (the Jews) from all the 

idolatrous nations in two ways: 

a) First, Israel was monotheistic, meaning they worshipped only one 

God, in contrast to other nations who were polytheistic, meaning 

they worshipped many god.   

b) Also, Israel’s God was invisible and could not be represented by 

man-made images (idols) such as those made by other nations.  The 

Israelites knew God by faith and spiritual communion with Him in 

a covenant relationship.   



3) Verse 5 and 6 represent The Heart of the Jewish Faith.  Obedience to all 

the laws of God mentioned in the following chapters was dependent on 

loving the Lord with all of one’s heart, soul, and strength.   

4) Moses taught that God’s Word must first be cherished in the heart before 

it can become the rule of one’s daily living.  First, the Israelites were to 

meditate on and keep God’s commandments in their hearts, so they would 

also live by them.   

5) “In your heart,” is the idea of a burden or a weight, v. 6.  This meant 

God’s commandments were to get a weighty grip on the person, rather 

than the person merely attempting to get a grip on the commandments.   

6) Verses 7 through 9 represent The Practice of the Jewish Faith.  If these 

commandments are truly a thing of the heart, they will be lived out daily, 

beginning in the home.   

7) The more dynamic the relationship between the person and God’s Word, 

the more dynamic the reality.  The word “teach” literally means to 

sharpen up or make keen, v. 7, like a carpenter keeping his tools in good 

condition. 

8) Here the parents are to impress on, or sharpen, their children in the truths 

of the Lord.  Also, the parents are to “talk” to their children.   

9) Whereas teaching is intentionally structured, talking is more spontaneous.  

The point is God’s truth in the home should be a lifestyle.  Notice the use 

of the word “when” in verse 7. 

10) In verses 8 and 9 the instruction to tie and write God’s 

commandments were (and are) taken literally by devout Jews, but these 

words can also have symbolic meaning.  Basically, these verses 

underscore the need of living by God’s Word in the home and in all of 

one’s daily life.   

11) The family has been called “the church in miniature.”  While 

individuals belonging to non-Christian families can be saved by faith in 

Christ and become members of God’s family (the Church); it is also 

God’s will for whole families to be saved by faith in Christ.   

12) Strong Christian families help make strong Christian churches.  For 

God’s Word to be a practical reality in the daily lives of members of a 

Christian family, it must first be a reality in the home.   

13) If God’s Word is not learned, believed, and practiced in the 

“Christian” home, it will not be a practical reality in lives of family 

members outside the home.  In other words, if Christianity is not working 

in the “Christian” homes, then it is not working.  

2. Teach God’s Word:  Deuteronomy 6:20-25; Proverbs 1:8-9. 

A. Parental Responsibility, Deut. 6:20-25. 

1) Israelite parents were to teach the commandments of God to their 

children, and the practical meaning and purpose of His commandments.  



Parents were to be ready to answer any questions their children might ask 

regarding Israel’s miraculous deliverance out of Egypt, and how God had 

brought them into the Promised Land (Canaan).  

2) They would learn that God’s hand was mighty to deliver, and therefore 

He was able to keep them in the land of Canaan which God gave to them 

for a possession.  They would learn to trust God to be their helper and 

deliverer.   

3) It was Moses’ intention that families would freely converse about the 

Word of God in their homes.  When a young son would ask his father 

questions about the meaning of the Law, and about Israel’s history in 

relation to God, these questions would give opportunities for such 

conversations in the home.   

4) This learning within the family setting was meant to impress on the 

children of the Israelites that they were God’s chosen people.  

B. Charge to Children, Prov. 1:8-9. 

1) Here, Solomon assumed a fatherly role by offering fatherly advice.  He 

appealed to children to heed their parents.  In godly homes, God instructs 

the children through the parents.   

2) How the children respond to this parental instruction determines the 

relationship of the children with God.  This is why obedience to parents is 

a primary principle in Holy Scripture.   

3) The word “instruction” in verse 8 means teaching, in Hebrew, the term 

torah, which is usually translated law.  The meaning of this is the law of 

God is to be the law of the parents in giving instruction to their children.   

4) This instruction is to be heeded by the children because it is the law of 

God, and the fear of (reverence for) the Lord is the beginning of both 

knowledge and wisdom (Proverbs 1:7; 9:10).  Verse 9 tells the good 

results of obeying godly parents.   

5) God’s Word, the Bible, is filled with principles, patterns, and examples 

for godly parenting.  God presents Himself as a divine Parent, our Father 

in heaven.   

6) Parenthood is close to God’s heart.  God is involved in the development 

and growth of the believer’s life; so too, godly parents are to be involved 

in the lives of their children.   

7) As God provided care for the children of Israel, the parents in Israel were 

to nurture and provide the best care possible for their children.  It is in the 

whole experience of godly parenting that children come to know God in a 

real way.   

3. Obey God’s Word:  Psalm 119:9-16; Proverbs 3:1-4. 

A. Delight in God’s Word, Ps. 119:9-16. 

1) Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible (at 176 verses) is arranged in 

22 portions containing eight verses under each of the twenty-two letters of 



the Hebrew alphabet.  This arrangement is called an “acrostic poem,” and 

is meant to be an aid to memorization of the poem.   

2) This portion of Psalm 119, arranged under the Hebrew letter Beth, begins 

with this question: “Wherewithal [by what means] shall a young man 

cleanse his way?”  

3) Immediately, the answer comes: “By taking heed [to direct his way] 

according to [God’s] Word.”  This is the reason why children and young 

people, (and all people of every age,) need to know God’s Word; so they 

can learn to conduct their living in agreement with the requirements of 

God’s Word.   

4) Therefore, the author of this portion of Psalm 119 declared in verse 10, 

“With my whole heart have I sought Thee [God].”  And then he prayed, 

“O let me not wander from Thy commandments.”   

5) After this, he confessed, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin against Thee”, v. 11.  All of this taken together means we seek 

God by believing and obeying His Word, and we are saved from sinful 

living by internalizing God’s Word in our heart, at the very core of our 

being.   

6) In the rest of this portion of Psalm 119, the author praised God, asked to 

be taught by His Word, v. 12, and testified that he had declared (spoken) 

God’s judgements (judicial decisions) found in Scripture to impress them 

on his memory, v. 13.   

7) In verses 14 through 16, the writer expressed the pleasure he found in 

learning and living by God’s Word by rejoicing, mediating, and delighting 

in God’s Word.   

8) Learning, believing, and living by God’s Word brings us into a life of 

holiness in fellowship with God that gives us joy and delight in living for 

God.   

B. Benefits of Keeping God’s Word, Prov. 3:1-4. 

1) Here, Solomon urged his son not to forget his teachings and to live by 

them.  The teaching that his son should keep the commandments of God 

in his heart, meant they should be at the very center of his life, v. 1.   

2) Solomon assured his son that if he would keep these commandments, he 

would be blessed with length of days, long life, and peace, v. 2.   Was this 

an absolute promise that his son would live a very long time, or was this 

more about the quality of the days of his life?   

3) He might live a long time, but more important was the fact that his life 

would be free from the turmoil and damage of sinful living.  The idea here 

is that a life of satisfying fulfillment, wholeness, and harmony are 

blessings of loving God by believing and obeying His Word.   

4) In verse 3, “mercy” is from a Hebrew word for love, and “truth” is the 

idea of faithfulness. This refers to faithfulness to God’s Words by keeping 



one’s commitments to God, such as are made in the covenant relationship 

with God in marriage and family.   

5) Love and faithfulness are to be exhibited in one’s life like on might wear 

an exquisitely attractive chain around the neck.  But first, love and 

faithfulness must be engraved within one’s heart.   

6) The basis of one’s relationship with God is that is must be from the heart-

real, genuine, sincere.  We must receive and believe the Word of God to 

have it in our heart.  When we do this, we find “favor and good 

understanding in the sight of God and man”, v. 4.   

7) Parents are the primary communicators in establishing values in the lives 

of their children.  One’s value system will determine priorities, decisions, 

and one’s behavior.   

8) The truths of God’s Word should be the foundation of the family’s value 

system.  Facilitating this is first the responsibility of parents, not the 

church, school, daycare center, or other organizations.   

9) These institutions may all be good, and may contribute to helping 

establishing family values, but they are not meant to replace parents.  In a 

world that is hostile to the traditional (Biblical) family, Christian families 

are greatly needed.  God’s Word remains the original instruction manual 

for the family.   

 

Call To Discipleship: The most valuable family legacy is that of faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Consider, how are you communicating faith in Christ to the younger generation? 

 

Ministry in Action:  As a parent, pray for yourself, and for other parents, and for spiritual 

parents in the church that all will be enabled by God with love and wisdom to influence 

children and young people to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 


