
Adult School of Ministry 
Lesson for Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 
Vision of the Ram and Goat:  God has perfect knowledge of future events. 
 
Scripture:  Daniel 8:1-27. 
 
Lesson Overview:  This lesson examines Daniel’s vision in chapter 8.  The fact 
that the fulfillment of this vision can be seen in historical events makes it easy and 
interesting to study and teach.  But this is more than just a history lesson, it is a 
vision given to Daniel to help him encourage the Jews to remain faithful to God as 
they lived through the events foretold by the vision.  This lesson can also 
encourage us to remain faithful to God and Christ, regardless of the events we may 
live through, because we have the assurance that God has perfect knowledge of 
events before they happen, and He is well able to keep us faithful to Him. 
 
Lesson Outline: 
1.  Daniel’s Vision at Susa:  Daniel 8:1-14 
     A.  The Ram and the Goat, vv. 1-8. 
     B.  Another Horn, vv. 9-14. 
2.  God Provides and Interpreter:  Daniel 8:15-19 
     A.  Gabriel Sent, vv. 15-16. 
     B.  End-Time Insights, vv. 17-19. 
3.  Gabriel’s Interpretation:  Daniel 8:20-27 
     A.  Kingdoms Will Rise, vv. 20-22. 
     B.  A Future Ruler, vv. 23-27.   
 
Historical Background:   
The vision in Daniel chapter 8 was disclosed to Daniel two years after the vision 
told in chapter 7.  The vision of chapter 8 is focused especially on the Persian and 
Greek empires in relation to the Jews.  The Book of Daniel from chapter 2:4 
through 7:28 was written in Aramaic, the language of the Babylonians.  From 8:1 
through the end of the book, “the visions relating wholly to the Jews and 
Jerusalem.  The scene here narrows from the worldwide prophecies to those 
affecting the one covenant people (the Jews) in the five centuries between the exile 
(the Captivity) and the advent (the birth of Jesus Christ). 
 
Lesson Discussion: 
1.  Daniel’s Vision at Susa:  Daniel 8:1-14. 



      A.  The Ram and the Goat, vv. 1-8. 
            1)  Daniel was not literally in the city of Susa, also called Shushan, the  
                  future capital of the Persian Empire, but in the city of Babylon.  He was                            
                  transported to Susa only in vision, where he found himself first, in the  
                  palace there, then standing by 900 foot wide Ulai canal in the city of  
                  Susa, about 230 miles east of the city of Babylon, v. 2.  
            2)  The Babylonian Empire was waning as the Medo-Persian Empire,  
                  represented by a ram with two horns in this vision, was on the rise, v. 3.   
                  The higher horn that arose last refers to the Persians, who governed by  
                  Cyrus, became the dominant power in this empire and enjoyed great  
                  success in their conquests, v. 4.  Yet, as is often the case, success led to  
                  pride and presumption, which made the empire vulnerable to fall to the  
                  Greek Empire of Alexander the Great.  
            3)  The vision continued with the ram (the Persians) being attacked by a  
                 goat (the Greeks).  As revealed in vv. 5-8, the Greek Empire, under the  
                 leadership of Alexander the Great, conquered the entire Near and  
                 Middle East over a three year campaign.   
            4)  Alexander, began his rule in 336 BC, was the “notable horn” mentioned 
                 in verse 5.  Under Alexander’s leadership, the Greek Empire was as  
                 unstoppable as the Medo-Persian Empire had been previously.  Then, at  
                 the height of his power, Alexander died of a fever at 32 years of age.   
                 Leaving no successor to his throne, Alexander’s empire was divided to  
                 his four leading generals.  This was depicted in Daniel’s vision as the  
                 great horn (Alexander) being broken and “four notable” horns coming  
                 up in its place, v. 8. 
 
      B.  Another Horn, vv. 9-14. 
            1)  These verses give more details about the Greek Empire after its division 
                  into four smaller kingdoms, and particularly about events related to the  
                  Jews and their homeland.   
            2)  The “little horn” is thought to refer to the Antiochus IV (Epiphanes),  
                  who became the ruler of the Seleucid (Greek-Syrian) Kingdom, which  
                  included parts of Asia Minor and extended through Asia toward India.   
                  The kingdom included the land of the Jews, “the pleasant land”, v.9. 
            3)  Antiochus Epiphanes is remembered for his cruel persecution of the  
                 Jews, vv. 10-12.  In December, 171 BC, he sent an army against the  
                 Jews and conquered Jerusalem. He sought to have religious and cultural  
                 uniformity throughout his kingdom, so, in 167 BC he established pagan  
                 Greek worship in the temple in Jerusalem and went so far as to sacrifice  
                 pigs on the Temple altar.   



                 Many scholars see this as the sacrilege Daniel identified as the  
                 “transgression that of desolation”, v. 13.  In other words, it was the  
                 transgression that desecrated the Temple.         
   4)  Antiochus’ success against the Jews was attributed in part to some Jews  
                 who sided with him, because they had turned from the Lord and adopted  
                 Hellenist (Greek) practices and beliefs.   
            5)  Many more Jews rose up to revolt against Antiochus and he and the  
                 Seleucids were defeated by the Maccabeans.  The Temple was  
                 rededicated to the Lord in 165 BC.  So the 2,300 evenings and  
                 mornings, v. 14 is a round number that corresponds to the time between  
                 171 BC, the taking of Jerusalem and the murder of the Jews’ High  
                 Priest, and the cleansing and rededication of the Temple in 165 BC. 
            6) Daniel chapter 8 gives much more than a history lesson.  God used the  
                 Persian emperor Cyrus and his successors to re-establish the post- 
                 captivity Jews in Jerusalem and Judea.  Then Alexander’s conquests  
                 brought sweeping cultural changes to the Mediterranean World,  
                 including the establishment of Greek as the language of government and  
                 commerce.  As a result, the Old Testament was translated into Greek  
                 (the Septuagint) and the New Testament was written in Greek.   
            7) As a result of the Maccabean revolt, the Jews residing in Judea regained  
                 their independence for more than 100 year, 167-63 BC.   
            8)  All of these events prepared the way for the coming of Jesus the  
                 Messiah, the establishment of the Church and the proclamation of the  
                 Gospel. 
 
2.  God Provides an interpreter:  Daniel 8:15-19. 
     A.  Gabriel Sent, vv. 15-16. 
           1)  Daniel struggled to understand the vision he had received, a fact that is  
                not surprising given that its events were centuries in the future.  As  
                Daniel thought about the meaning of the vision, he noticed a man  
                standing before him, v. 15.  Then Daniel heard a voice identifying this  
                man as the angel Gabriel, and telling him to make Daniel to understand  
                the vision, v. 16. 
           2)  This is a reminder to Christians that God is not silent.  He speaks to His  
                people today most often and especially through His written Word, the  
                Bible, and by the Holy Spirit in conjunction with His Word.  However  
                God may choose to speak to us, it is so that we may know His nature and  
                His will, and also that His good will may be accomplished in our lives. 
           3)  Here is the first time in the Bible a holy angel is identified by name, but  
                Gabriel is identified again in Daniel 9:21 and in the Gospel by Luke in  



                1:19, 26.  Michael is the only other holy angel identified by name in the  
                Bible, Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7.  The Jews in  
                Jesus’ time believed Gabriel and Michael to be two of seven archangels  
                created by God, and they regarded Gabriel as a special messenger of God  
                and Michael as the guardian of Israel.   
 
     B.  End-Time Insight, vv. 17-19. 
           1)  Gabriel, in the form of a man, came near to Daniel, and Daniel became  
                so afraid, he fell face down before him.  However, Gabriel began  
                speaking and telling Daniel the meaning of the vision, v. 17.  When  
                Gabriel first began speaking to him, Daniel described himself as being  
                “in a deep sleep”, v. 18.  Then Gabriel touched Daniel and caused him to  
                stand up.   
           2)  Gabriel noted to Daniel that  ...for at the time of the end shall be the  
                vision, v. 17 and …”for at the time appointed the end shall be”, v.19.   
                The events described in Daniel’s vision were related to God’s anger, v.  
                19, with His people, the Jews, for their sinfulness.  For an appointed  
                time, the Jews would suffer under God’s corrective discipline, until all  
                that God intended this to accomplish for them was at an end.   
           3)  God, by His sovereign power and authority over all things, would  
                accomplish this for the Jews, even as He guided the course of the world’s  
                kingdoms.  In fact, unknown to the rulers of ancient empires, their very  
                existence was part of God’s plan to bring Jesus, the Messiah-Savior, into  
                the world via the nation of Israel (the Jews). 
           4)  Daniel had no more idea that we do when the end of time will be.  Yet,  
                the angel’s words did convey to him that happenings beyond his time in  
                the future were disclosed to him by the vision of the ram and the goat.   
                Likewise for us, end-time events have been revealed to us in the Holy  
                Scriptures, but the time of the end has not been revealed to us.  Still, we  
                know what the ultimate outcome of history will be, and it will be good  
                for the people of God: all those saved by Jesus Christ. 
 
3.  Gabriel’s Interpretation:  Daniel 8:20-27. 
     A.  Kingdom’s Will Rise, vv. 20-22. 
           1)  Gabriel provided Daniel with an interpretation.  He told him that the  
                Ram with two horns represented the Persian Empire that would  
                overthrow the Babylonian Empire, v. 20.  This new kingdom would be   
                over thrown by the Greek Empire, symbolized by a goat.  The king of the  
                Greek Empire, the “great horn”, v. 21 would be Alexander the Great.   
                Following Alexander’s death, the Greek Empire was divided into four  



                kingdoms by his leading generals.  These four kingdoms did not posses  
                the same level of power and influence as did the whole empire under  
                Alexander, v. 22. 
           2)  While few of the events foretold in this vision of Daniel are specifically 
                 recounted in the Bible, they are clearly recorded in history and match  
                 the details in the vision.  These events are important for understanding  
                 the world into which Jesus was born.  Daniel’s vision also provided  
                 evidence that Bible prophecies speak of literal events that have or will  
                 come to pass. 
      B.  A Future Ruler, vv. 23-27. 
           1)  The king of fierce countenance … who will destroy the mighty and holy  
                people (the Jews), vv. 23-24 is believed to be Antiochus Epiphanes, the  
                Greek-Syrian ruler who severely persecuted the Jews.  As is often the  
                case with prophecies in the Old Testament, they have a dual fulfillment,  
                one near at hand and one far in the future.  This is true with this prophecy  
                about the “king with fierce countenance”.  Many scholars see this tyrant  
                and desecrater of the Temple as being fulfilled in Antiochus Epiphanes.   
                But it is also held to be a picture of the latter days in which a world-wide  
                Antichrist holds influence.   
           2)  Gabriel assured Daniel that the events revealed to him in the vision  
                would come to pass, but most of it would be long after Daniels life on  
                earth had ended, v. 26.  Daniel was so exhausted and perplexed by  
                Gabriel’s interpretation of the vision, he fainted.  When he became  
                conscious again, he was sick for days, but afterwards resumed his work  
                attending to the king’s business.  Still, he remained astonished by what  
                had been disclosed to him by Gabriel’s interpretation, v. 27. 
           3)  God revealed knowledge of future events to Daniel, so he could use this  
                knowledge to encourage the Jews to stand strong in their faith,  
                understanding that God would be there for them when distressing times  
                came.  As believers in Christ, we have the whole Bible which contains  
                much information about end of the age events.  God has given us this  
                knowledge in the Holy Scriptures to encourage us to be strong in our  
                faith and to know that regardless of the situations in which we may find  
                ourselves, God is with and for us! 


