
Adult School of Ministry 
Lesson for Sunday, March 22, 2020 
 
Prophecy About Four Empires:  Christ’s everlasting kingdom will triumph over all. 
 
Scripture:  Daniel 7:1-28. 
 
Lesson Overview:  This lesson is based on Daniel chapter 7, giving a survey of a 
vision Daniel had of four beasts representing worldly kingdoms, and also a vision 
of God revealed to Daniel.  The main message of these two related visions is that 
the evil kingdoms of this world will pass away, but the Kingdom of God and of 
Christ will last forever.  Christians believe the Antichrist, the arch enemy of Christ 
and the Church, will be revealed near the end of the age.  This lesson provides 
some insight regarding the Antichrist, based on the interpretation of Daniel’s 
vision of the four beasts. 
 
Lesson Outline: 
1.  Vision of the Four Beasts:  Daniel 7:1-8 
     A.  The Lion, the Bear, and the Leopard, v. 1-6. 
     B.  The Fourth Beast, v. 7. 
2.  The Vision Interpreted: Daniel 7:15-28 
     A.  God’s Kingdom Opposed, v. 15-17; 19-26. 
     B.  Hope Amid Trial, v. 18, 27-28. 
3.  God’s Kingdom Triumphs Over All: Daniel 7:9-14 
     A.  Judgment Is Pronounced, v. 9-12. 
     B.  Christ’s Kingdom Established, v. 13-14. 
 
Lesson Discussion: 
1.  Vision of the Four Beasts:  Daniel 7:1-8 
     A.  The Lion, the Bear, and the Leopard, v. 1-6. 
           1) The visions in this chapter are dated to the first year of the reign of  
               Belshazzar, who was co-regent with his Father Nabonidus, 555-539 B.C.  
           2) In verses 2-6, the night vision (dream) of Daniel is told.  He saw the four  
               winds blowing contrary to one another from different directions stirring  
               up the sea.  From the sea, he saw four wild animals with terrifying  
               appearances emerge onto the land.  The four winds represents spiritual  
               forces at work affecting ungodly nations and events on earth.  The fours  
               beasts are thought to represent ancients kingdoms, identified with those in  
               the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2. 



           3) The first three beasts were a lion with eagle’s wings, the feet of a man  
               and the heart of a man, v. 4.  Then a bear with three ribs clinched between  
               its teeth, v. 5.  Next, a leopard with four wings like birds’ wings, and four  
               heads, v. 6.  These three beasts are generally regarded by Bible Scholars  
               as representing the Babylonian Empire (the lion); the Medo-Persian  
               Empire, (the bear); and the Greek Empire (the leopard). 
           4) The scene described in these verses suggests not only of the evil,  
               tumultuous world of ancient empires but is also suggestive of the  
               continuing state of the world, plagued with the curse of sin manifested  
               through the evil deeds of people and nations.  
           5) Many today live in fear of crime, conflict between nations and constant  
               economic and political changes in the world.  The Book of Daniel teaches  
               that God is in control.  
     B.  The Fourth Beast, v. 7-8.  
           1) The fourth beast was different from the first three. The fourth beast  
                cannot be identified with any particular animal.  V. 7 says the beast is  
                described as being “dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly, and it  
                had a great iron teeth.  However, the most unique feature of this beast  
                was that it had ten horns on its head.  This beast is thought to have  
                represented the Roman Empire, which was the greatest of the ancient  
                world empires.   
            2) Verse 8 tells that “a little horn” came up among the ten horns on this  
                beast’s head.  This eleventh horn plucked up three of the ten horns by the  
                roots and took their place on the head of the beast.  This replacement  
                horn had “eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth speaking great  
                things.”  Many scholars conclude that the little horn represents the  
                antichrist, who will rise near the end of the age from among nations that  
                trace their national ancestry to the Roman Empire.  
 
2.  The Vision Interpreted: Daniel 7: 15-28 
     A.  God’s Kingdom Opposed, v. 15-17; 19-26. 
           1)  Daniel inquired of an angel for the interpretation of his dream, v. 16.  To  
                get to this interpretation it is necessary to skip over verses 9-14, which  
                tell of a second vision resulting from Daniel’s dream.  This second vision  
                will be discussed in part three of this lesson.   
            2) The angel explained to Daniel that the four beasts in his dream  
                represented four earthly kings and their kingdoms that would succeed  
                one another.  Particular attention is given to the fourth beast, believed to  
                represent the Roman Empire.  Greater detail of the fourth beast is given  
                in verses 19-25.  The ten horns are believed to be either ten nations or all  



              the worldly kingdoms that trace their political history back to the Roman  
              Empire.   
          3) Daniel specifically asked for an explanation of the fourth beast, the ten  
              horns on his head, and the little horn that came up among the ten, vv. 19- 
              20.  Daniel had seen the little horn making war against the saints of God,  
              and “prevailed against them, until the Ancient of Days came” bringing  
              judgment against him and causing the saints of God to receive the  
              Kingdom, vv. 21-22.   
          4) Because the fourth beast is thought to represent the Roman Empire, many  
              believe the Antichrist (the little horn) will emerge from nations related to  
              the ancient Roman Empire. 
    B.  Hope Amid Trial, vv. 18, 27-28. 
         1) Daniel’s vision was about earthly kingdoms and their temporary status, yet  
             the final outcome is inevitable.  Ultimately, all who are saved by Christ  
             will live as citizens of God’s Kingdom forever, v. 18.  The rule and power  
             of the earth’s kingdom will be given to “the saints of the most High, whose  
             kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey  
             Him, v. 27.   
         2) Many Christians have a curious interest in learning all they can about the  
             antichrist who will be revealed near the end of the age.  Yet, they hardly  
             notice the “many antichrists” and the “spirit of antichrist” at work in the  
             world today.  The enemies of God, Christ, and the Church are varied,  
             clever, have worldly power and influence and are spread through out  
             society.  More Christians died for their faith in the 20th century than in the  
             previous 19 centuries combined.  Christians are still suffering and dying  
             for their faith.  We must not ignore these evil forces at work in the world,  
             but pray for victory over them, and be more determined than ever, that by  
             God’s grace and faith, we will be witnesses of Jesus Christ. 
 
3.  God’s Kingdom Triumphs: Daniel 7:9-14 
     A.  Judgment is Pronounced, vv. 9-12. 
           1) these verses tell of another vision of Daniel, incorporated into his dream.   
               See verse 1, “Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed.”   
               This vision begins with the thrones of worldly kingdoms being thrown  
               down, and God, “The Ancient of Days”, sitting on a chariot throne with  
               fiery wheels, coming to execute judgment against all who do evil.  The  
               Ancient of Days is God the Father.  His white robe and white hair  
               represent His purity and wisdom.  The fire associated with His chariot is  
               indicative of divine judgment and purification from evil. 
           2) Abraham recognized God as judge of all the earth and knew that He 



               would do only what is right, Gen. 18:25. God has prepared His throne for 
               judgment and will judge the world in righteousness, Ps. 9:7-8.  God alone 
               possesses all knowledge of all things and has the knowledge that makes  
               Him worthy to judge.  God is the righteousness judge who rules over all,  
               including setting up and removing of Kings and nations, Dan. 5:18-21. 
           3) Dan saw God judge the little horn (antichrist) for the boastful (proud,  
               arrogant) words he spoke against the Most High, vv. 11, 25.  God will  
               judge him guilty and he will be thrown alive into the lake of fire, Rev.  
               19:20; 20:10.  God as the Ancient of Days, emphasizes God’s wisdom as  
               well as His judgment.  This gives us confidence in His promise of eternal  
               life to us through Jesus Christ. 
    B.  Christ’s Kingdom Established, vv. 13-14. 
          1) As Daniel’s vision continued, he saw “one like the Son of Man”, coming  
              with the clouds of heaven into the presence of the Ancient of Days, v. 13.   
              Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, is the Son of Man, identified by this  
              terminology 79 times in the Four Gospels.  
          2) Daniel saw the Ancient of Days give a kingdom to the Son of Man, v. 14,  
              to hold dominion over all people, nations, and languages and they will  
              worship Him.  Presently, Christ’s kingdom is experienced by those who  
              believe in Him, but His Kingdom will be established in literal fullness and  
              reality when He comes again.  Afterwards, Christ’s millennial kingdom  
              will be delivered up to God and the Kingdom of God and Christ will  
              endure forever. 
          3) As believers in Christ, our understanding of history, our perspective on  
              the future, and our spiritual vision of things eternal, should all be  
              determined by the reality that we are citizens of God’s everlasting  
              Kingdom, saved by grace to live in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit with  
              God and Christ forever. 
 
Call to Discipleship: 
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we must never lose sight of who it is we follow.  
Jesus was infinitely more than a Jewish sage or rabbi.  We are disciples of the 
incarnate Son of God, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, the Creator and 
ruler of the universe, whose Kingdom will never end.  
 
                 


