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Early and End-Time Error & The Churches Role 
 
In Paul’s writings to the early church, he warned of the false doctrines and deceivers who 
would come into the church to mislead believers. 
 
1Tim. 4:1-3 
“But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of 
liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and 
advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those 
who believe and know the truth.” 
 
Within the group of those attempting to mislead the early Church from the faith was a 
group known as the Nicolaitans, of which Jesus spoke about to John in Rev. 1-3 
Rev. 2:6, 15 “Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” 
 
Nicolaitans = their doctrine was to influence Christian believers that they were living too 
strict a life, they accused the believers of living a separate life from un-believers who 
couldn’t understand them. 
So perhaps the Christians should compromise a bit and relax their standards in order to 
open dialogue with un-believers so they’d accept them. 

• Jesus referred to this mindset of the Nicolaitans as “deeds” and “doctrines.” 
 
The name Nicolaitans comes from a Greek word combination meaning “to conquer or 
have victory over a people.” 

• Jesus was opposed to the deeds and doctrines of the Nicolaitans because it was a 
doctrine of compromise brought to defeat the people of God by convincing them to 
water/dumb down the Gospel to make it more acceptable to the pagan culture. 

• It was pressure to compromise the Faith in order to COEXIST peacefully with the 
world. 

 
This mirrors exactly what the world is telling the church today: 

• Just tone the Gospel message down and don’t be so adamant about Jesus Christ 
being the only way of salvation. 

• “Go along so we can get along” with the unsaved. 
• “If you would just tone it down a bit, we wouldn’t view you as obstinate or 

unyielding/intolerant. 
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• Accept like we are, and we’ll accept you as you are! 
 
We are not called to compromise the Faith, we are called to Keep the Faith. 

• It’s not our faith anyway, it’s the Lords. 
• Compromise is spiritually fatal to the individual Christian as well as the Church as a 

whole. 
• Holy Spirit is calling on the Church today to have no compromise and become the 

Bride of Christ – spotless – pure and without blemish. 
 
There is a mass modification going on in culture around the world; but Believers are called 
to be different: 
2Cor. 6:14-18 “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what 
fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion has light with 
darkness? 
What agreement as the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living 
God; as God has said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. So come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father to you, and 
you shall by my sons and daughters says the Lord Almighty.” 
 

• The Word of God is unchangeable – so we must be firm in our faith as believers! 
• We must yield ourselves to the Word of God and Spirit of God to resist the pressure 

being placed against us to conform to this world. 
 
Paul, in writing to warn believers about End Time Events, forecasted an astonishing 
sequence of changes that would come in society at the end of time. 
 
2Tim.3:5 “People would have a form of godliness, although they would deny its 

power; avoid such men as these.” 
“FORM” = morphosis – “An outward shape or form.” “Having an outward shape and 

nothing of content – empty.” 
• Example: A mannequin/dummy in a store used to display clothing were primitive 

in the early days. 
Today, they are very real and life-like appearing to the casual glance. 
They are so dimensionally accurate today that they pass for a real human being. 
The form is correct, but it is empty of any form of life. 

 
“Form of godliness” 
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“Godliness” = “Denotes piety or religiosity.” 
• Including actions, clerical clothing, religious styles, religious words & phrases, 

symbols and other religious trappings that people associate with someone or 
something that is religious. 

 
Used together – “Form of godliness” = portrays something like a mannequin dressed in 
religious clothes, looking & speaking the part but empty of reality and only a shell or form 
dressed in religious clothes. 
 
Paul was warning that there would come a time when some within the Church had all the 
right appearances, words, actions; but would be inwardly dead actually denying the power 
of authentic godliness – rejecting/renouncing God’s true power. 
 

Dressing up like the Christian faith –  
but only like a mannequin – nothing inside – empty. 

 
An example of this departure can be seen in the Washington National Cathedral in 
Washington, DC where the current leadership is proud to announce their support of full 
inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual & transgender people into the life of the church and 
considers the LGBTQ+ equality one of the great civil rights issues of the church in the 21st 
century. 
Quote: Gary Hall [former dean] LGBT Advocacy, https://cathedral.org/initiative//lgbt-
advocacy/ 
The Washington National Cathedral website states: “As one of the nation’s most iconic 
faith communities, Washington National Cathedral strives to be a house of prayer where 
all are welcome. As we live into that expansive, inclusive identity, we at the Cathedral 
want to be as clear as we can be that all means all. Every person is loved by God. We can 
preach that from the pulpit, but the most empathic way we can say it is to live it by uniting 
same sex couples in marriage at the altar in our Cathedral.” 
 
It is true that every person is loved by God. 

• All of mankind was so loved from the beginning that God sent His Son Jesus to die 
as the ultimate sacrifice for sin in order to reconcile us to Himself and purchase our 
eternal freedom - John 3:16. 

 
Equally true is 1Cor. 6:9 & Eph.5:5 “Don’t you know that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind…” 
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Celebrating same-sex marriage at our altars is a slap in the face of Scripture and God’s 
created order. 

• Let me be clear here: “Everyone deserves the right to be loved & respected 
regardless of his/her life style choices. All are to be seen as precious souls for 
whom Jesus died for and who can be changed by the power of God.” 

• BUT – Our Responsibility To Love And Respect A Person Does Not Mean We Are 
Required To Endorse Everything That Person Does. 

 
The drift we are observing world-wide, and in the U.S. has not happened suddenly. 

• Deception and slipping from the moral foundation never happens suddenly. 
• Slowly over a period of decades we have seen a departure of the U.S. from the true 

faith in Jesus being Lord. 
• That’s the way sin is deceptive and works in the individuals’ life and the life of a 

nation. 
• Seducing spirits and a lack of the Church teaching and upholding the truth has let 

down the walls and allowed the doctrines of demons and deception in. 
 
NOW is the time and the Last Stand to Stand against this invasion of the demonic and anti-
Christ spirit present to wear down the saints, take over governments, enforce one world 
government tactics to shut the mouth of the church from proclaiming the truth so that 
people will not hear the Gospel and be saved and delivered from this present evil 
generation. 
 
A departure from the true Gospel will reduce the church to little more than a humanistic 
goodwill organization that lacks the power of God – presenting only those portions of 
scripture that society finds comfortable. 
 
As a result: Millions to billions will stream into hell rarely confronted with Truth they 
need in order to repent and be transformed by the Power of Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the day and hour to examine ourselves making sure we are part of the Body of 
Christ that is determined to follow Him no matter the cost. 
2Cor. 13:5 “Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith; prove your own selves. 
Know you not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except you be reprobates - 
worthless, rejected, castaway.” 
 
Pressure to modify and water down the Gospel to become more accommodating to the 
world is on us today. 



5 
 

We must not allow the pressure to accomplish what the enemy has designed it to do. 
It is not our faith – it is the Lord’s. 

• We do not have the right to adapt the faith – only to keep it. 
 

• We must refuse to deny the faith – but stand strong for the eternal truths and time 
tested doctrines of the Scriptures – protecting – guarding – holding tight to it – even 
if it requires our lives for it. 

 
 

 
 


