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Scriptures on Right Living in a Wrong World  Part 1 

 

In recent surveys across the world; people have responded when asked the question:  

“Do you think the world is headed in the right direction?” 

The response has been a resounding NO! 

 

CNN: https://www.cnn.com › 2022 › 06 › 30 › politics › polls-us-wrong-direction › index.html 

Polls find majority of Americans say country is heading in wrong direction 

Jun 30, 2022 In an AP-NORC survey released Wednesday, 85% of US adults say that 

things in the country are headed in the wrong direction, with just 14% believing 

things are going in the right direction. 

 

https://thehill.com › homenews › administration › 3609791-record-percentage-says-us-

headed-in-wrong-direction-nbc-poll 

Record percentage says US headed in wrong direction: NBC poll 

Aug 21, 2022 An NBC News poll revealed just 21 % of voters feel the nation is headed 

in the right direction, while 74 % think the opposite. 

 

https://thehill.com › homenews › 3552992-just-13-percent-say-us-headed-in-right-

direction-survey 

Just 13 percent say US headed in right direction: survey 

Jul 11, 2022 Just 13 % of Americans believe that the country is headed in the right 

direction, according to a New York Times/Siena College poll.  

 

These are just a few of the recent reports of surveys done. 

 

There is a definite sense in people’s thinking that the world and its challenges are not 

getting better; but worsening by the day, weeks and months! 

 

With this being true, how are we, as followers of Jesus Christ, to respond? 

The Scriptures have already answered that question for us and I would like to see how 

several of the Gospel writers and Jesus Himself responded. 

 

What we are not able to understand is how pagan and immoral the world was when Jesus 

made His earthly presence and ministry known on earth. 

https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/30/politics/polls-us-wrong-direction/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/30/politics/polls-us-wrong-direction/index.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3609791-record-percentage-says-us-headed-in-wrong-direction-nbc-poll/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3609791-record-percentage-says-us-headed-in-wrong-direction-nbc-poll/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/3609791-record-percentage-says-us-headed-in-wrong-direction-nbc-poll/
https://thehill.com/homenews/3552992-just-13-percent-say-us-headed-in-right-direction-survey/
https://thehill.com/homenews/3552992-just-13-percent-say-us-headed-in-right-direction-survey/
https://thehill.com/homenews/3552992-just-13-percent-say-us-headed-in-right-direction-survey/
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=survery%20on%20is%20the%20world%20headed%20in%20the%20right%20direction+site:thehill.com&t=newext&atb=v317-1
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=survery%20on%20is%20the%20world%20headed%20in%20the%20right%20direction+site:thehill.com&t=newext&atb=v317-1
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The 1st Century church faced insurmountable challenges against a pagan government and 

society. 

But the church was also the catalyst that brought change to the corrupt society. 

That is what the Kingdom of God is established on planet earth to do – effect the culture 

bringing Light into darkness and Good against evil. 

 

Again, I want us to look at what significant contributors to the Bible had to say about their 

day and the times we live in today and how God’s people are called to  

LIVE RIGHT IN A WRONG WORLD. 

 

Paul: 

Eph. 5:15-21 “So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who 

are wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity [redeem/rescue the time] in these evil 

days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. 18 Don’t 

be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, 19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and 

making music to the Lord in your hearts. 20 And give thanks for everything to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

All of the writers use the phrase “be sober – minded.” 

So what does that mean? 

• The term sober-minded literally means “free from intoxicating influences.” We 

speak of a person who is not under the influence of a foreign substance as being 

“sober.” His or her mind is not under the control of a dangerous outside force. 

• Sober-minded means that we do not allow ourselves to be captivated by any type of 

influence that would lead us away from sound judgment. The sober-minded 

individual is not “intoxicated,” figuratively speaking, and is therefore calm under 

pressure, self-controlled and rational. 

 

We see the opposite of sober-mindedness displayed in our world.  

• Irresponsible choices, foolish experimentation with harmful substances or behaviors, 

and crude joking are in direct opposition to the command to be sober-minded. 

• Ephesians 5:3–4 lists behaviors that conflict with sober-minded living: “But among 

you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, 

or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be 

obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place.”  

• Paul goes on to write the following: “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, 

impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 

because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore 

do not be partners with them” (Ephesians 5:5–7). 

https://www.gotquestions.org/fruit-Holy-Spirit-self-control.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.3%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.5%E2%80%937
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• Being sober-minded does not mean living a joyless existence. 

• Sober-minded Christians are to be continually filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22; Acts 15:32; Romans 14:17). 

• Eliminating foolishness, and mind-numbing silliness from our lives allows us to 

focus on what is real, eternal, and inspiring.  

• Jesus’ command to His sleepy-headed disciples & church of today suggests the need 

for sober-mindedness: “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation” 

(Mark 14:38). 

 

 

2Tim. 4:1-5  “I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will 

someday judge the living and the dead when He comes to set up His Kingdom: 2 Preach 

the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, 

rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching. 
3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. 

They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever 

their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 
5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for 

the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has 

given you.” 

 

If we pursue drunkenness – allowing ourselves to be out of control because of addictions 

or habits; we cannot also pursue God.  

If substances control us, we cannot also be controlled by the Holy Spirit.  

Sober-minded people choose to abstain from practices that would lead them into sin. 

 

Romans 13:12–14  Paul explains the urgency behind the frequent commands to be 

sober-minded: 

“The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness 

and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing 

and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 

Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify 

the desires of the flesh.” 

 

Peter: 1Peter 1:13-16 

“Prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious 

salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. You must live 

as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your 

own desires. You didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in everything 
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you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the scriptures say, you must be holy 

because I AM holy.” 

 

1Peter 4:7-8  “The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and 

disciplined in your prayers. Continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a 

multitude of sins.” 

 

2Peter 3:3-4 “I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the 

truth and following their own desires. They will say, what happened to the promise that 

Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained 

the same since the world was first created.” 

• Peter’s dismantling of the arguments of the false teachers. They will scoff because 

Christ’s promised return has not yet happened, and the world continues on as if nothing 

will ever change. Peter reminds Christians that God made the world and Noah’s flood 

is evidence that He is willing to alter it in order to bring judgment on the sins of 

humanity. In the coming judgment, everything will be destroyed and laid bare with fire. 

Christians look forward to the new heavens and earth which will come after. 

 

• We see what they are mocking: the return of Christ. According to the Bible, Jesus 

will return in glory to be revealed to all as Lord and to judge the people of the world 

John 14:1–3. False teachers dispute this claim. 

 

• The essence of this deceptive mocking is the claim that we know better than God. At 

least, we know when things should occur better than God does. 

 

•  The false teachers seem to be saying, "Jesus promised He would come back, but that 

was so long ago. The world just keeps going on and on in the same way it always has. 

So Jesus must not be coming back."  

 

• As a result, these deceivers convince others that God's other promises are not true. 

 

•  If there is no return of Christ, their argument goes, there must not be a judgment 

coming for sin. So God must not really care about our sin.  

 

• So it's acceptable to be "free" and do whatever you feel like doing. This, of course, is 

both false and dangerous thinking. 
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Peter’s answer to the false teachers claims: 

2Peter 3:10-13 “But the Day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the 

heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will 

disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment. 

Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, WHAT HOLY AND 

GODLY LIVES YOU SHOULD LIVE, looking forward to the Day of God and 

hurrying it along. On that Day, He will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt 

away in the flames. But We Are Looking Forward To The New Heavens And New 

Earth He Has Promised, A World Filled With God’s Righteousness.” 

 

As a child of God who confesses and follows Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord;  

your end is sure and destiny is determined and victory is secured: 

 

1Thess 4:16-18 “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 

commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. 

First, the believers who have died[a] will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, 

we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 

So encourage each other with these words.” 

 

John 14:3 ESV  

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

that where I am you may be also.” 

 

Rev. 21:3-7 “I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying: Look, God’s home is now 

among His people! He will live with them, and they will be His people. God Himself will 

be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or 

sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever. And the One sitting on the 

throne said, Look, I am making everything new! And then He said to me, write this down, 

for what I tell you is trustworthy and true. And He also said,  

IT IS FINISHED! 

I AM the Alpha and the Omega – the Beginning and the End.  

To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. All who are 

victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their god, and they will be My 

children.” 
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