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In the 1st Century before the New Testament Scriptures were finished being written, 

spiritual attacks were already coming against the early Church. 

 The purity of the Gospel message was in jeopardy of being twisted and distorted by 

people who were mishandling and attempting to modify the truth. 

 It had been only decades since Jesus had risen and ascended and the seducing spirits 

Paul warned of were at work, even within the Church. 

 

The situation of false doctrine and error had risen to such a level that the Apostle Jude was 

moved by Holy Spirit to write and warn the Church of the dangers he saw ahead for them. 

THOSE SAME DANGERS ARE FACING THE CHURCH TODAY! 

 

Jude 3 “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common 

salvation, it was needful for me to write you, and exhort you that you should contend 

earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints. 

 

 His prior plan had been to write an epistle about salvation; those plans were 

interrupted by news of erroneous teachings attempting to infiltrate the Church. 

 Something was happening so under-handed that Jude felt pressed to urgently 

address the issues as quickly as possible, urging the saints to be alert and how to 

confront the problem. 

SO IT IS TODAY! 

 

Take Courage and Run to the Fight 
 

“Exhort” = parakaleo = Greek = “To urge, to beseech, to beg/plead, to encourage.” 

 Used by military leaders speaking to troops before entering battle. 

 Urging them that the battle was fierce, some would die/be wounded, speaking 

straightforwardly of the potential dangers of the battlefield. 

 A good commander wouldn’t ignore the dangers or pretend they weren’t real; but 

prepare the troops for war. 

 Jude used this idea when writing to the believers then and NOW! 

 He knew that closing his eyes to the reality of the problem was not the answer and 

offered no solution; if no one raised their voice to stop the error, it would continue 

until the infection of deception grew worse. 

 A mature Christian leader then and now has to step forward and stand up to refute 

what was then & is now happening. 
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Paul noted there were enemies of the cross – Phil. 3:18 “For many walk, of whom I 

often told you, and now till you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 

whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 

who set their mind on earthly things.” 

 

 Like it or not, the enemy has invaded our society and culture and has even brought 

its effects into the Church with deception of false doctrines. 

 

The options then and now are the same: 

1. Stand up for the truth and defend it.  OR 

2. Surrender to the assault and betray the Lord and His Word. 

 

What is Required to Contend for the Faith? 

 

“Earnestly contend for the faith that was once delivered to the saints” 

Greek = “Denotes an intense struggle, depicted by agony; a picture of two wrestlers 

agonizing to win over the other by hurling their opponent to the ground exerting every 

ounce of strength and skill to win.” 

 Jude’s use of this language to describe that there were and are opponents to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ trying to wrestle the faith to the ground and subdue it so they 

can modify it to suit their own ends. 

 Jude uses this language to convey to the Christian that we have a responsibility to 

rise to such occasions and defend and guard the purity of the faith.  

 

When we say faith – we don’t mean in this sense faith such as for the miraculous; but faith 

referring to the doctrines of the Scriptures: Such as: 

 God’s Word – the Bible is Infallible 

 Faith in the blood of Jesus is required for forgiveness of sin. 

 The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ. 

 Man’s original sin 

 Eternal Judgment for the righteous and un-righteous 

 

As then, we are now being attacked by a godless society that denies these eternal truths 

desiring to replace them with delusions and doctrines of demons as Paul stated in 2Tim. 4. 

 

What was the spiritual disease being promoted then and we also see now against the 

truth of the Gospel? 
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“Accommodation with the world around them in order to provide relief from 

persecution and from pressure to conform to the worlds standards.” 

 

 Do you feel the pressure to bend a little and become more willing to be more like 

the world so they won’t have so many problems accepting us! 

 2Cor. 6:14-18 “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership 

have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or 

what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an 

unbeliever? Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  

For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said: “I will dwell in them and 

walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, 

come out from their midst and be separated, says the Lord. Do not touch what is 

unclean; and I will welcome you. And I will be a Father to you, and you shall be 

sons and daughters to Me, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

There are quite a few who seem to be on the side of the Lord, but when they are examined; 

prove to be false brethren/sisters who embrace a compromised Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Compromise – def: “A settlement of differences by arbitration of consent reached 

by concessions.” 

 Concessions – def: “Granting something as right or true or an acknowledgment of 

defeat.” 

 

The doctrines of compromise offered today promote a watered-down version of truth or an 

absolute denial to make it easier to co-mingle with the world. 

 

The temptation facing the Church today is to allow the truth once known and held to 

– to become diluted in order to be more accommodating to a lost world so that we 

would be less alienated in society, less persecuted, less mocked & ridiculed, less 

threatened. 

 

The world and the enemy-satan is well aware of what happens when the Church 

compromises the truth, that there is a long term destructive effect upon society. 

 

What are the results of the Church compromising, failing to stand for the truth, 

scared to live different from the world? 
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It Produces A Weak Church So Contaminated With Spiritual Sickness That Very 

Little Power Remains In It! 

 

Jude raised his voice & so am I to sound an alarm to believers who will hear – 

WE MUST REFUSE TO BUDGE FROM WHAT WE KNOW TO BE TRUE AND 

FULLY COMMIT OURSELVES TO THE DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH! 

 

We must not be willing to barter truth for peace with a morally lost world in order to 

become relevant to their standards. 

 

Just as a physical infection left unattended can cause infection; so spiritual disease left 

uncorrected will cause infection: 

 Just as physical infections enter on microscopic levels with a small number of 

contagions; spiritual error enters small and has potential of growth causing many 

problems. 

 

1Cor. 5:6 Paul dealing with the sin of incest in the Corinthian church of a man marrying 

his father’s wife: 

“Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old 

leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened.” 

 

Just as in Jude’s day, Holy Spirit is calling upon the Church today to take a stand for truth. 

 Resist the temptation to play it safe and compromise with the world. 

 

The enemy knows the power of the Gospel to change and transform and redeem lives; so 

his effort is to get the church to water the message down so the full power of the Gospel 

will cease to be released. 

 

You and I need to guard our personal lives, our families, our children, grandchildren and 

all that we can by being cautious what we allow to spiritually feed us, what we listen to, 

read, and allow into our homes, our minds, and our spirit. 

 We are navigating Last Days territory so we must stay ALERT to detecting 

seducing spirits influencing us with doctrines of demons. 

 It’s your personal responsibility to determine to use your sound mind to hold fast to 

Scriptures and refuse to budge from God’s truth. 

 

“Delivered once for all to the saints.” 
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“Once for all” = Greek = apax = “The idea of completion, finality, something 

complete that need nothing more added to it.” 

 God’s Word need no alteration, amendments, improvements, modification, or 

revelations to be added to it. 

 It’s been delivered “Once for all” as a finished, completed, perfect work. 

 

There is a serious warning in Scripture for those who tamper with God’s Word: 

Rev. 22:18-19 “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 

if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book, 

and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away 

his part from the tree of life and from the Holy City, which are written in this book.” 

 

This is the reason seducing spirits want to wrestle God’s Word away from us and replace it 

with seductive, new doctrines of demons – to diminish the Scriptures ability to transform 

lives. 

 

I exhort you, you must stand firm for God’s Word and hide it in your heart so that you will 

not sin against Him. 

 

“Delivered to the saints.” 

 

“Deliver” Greek =  “To deliver over to someone or to entrust to someone for their 

safekeeping.” 

 Implies a handing down through tradition from generation to generation. 

 That’s why it’s imperative for you to teach your kids and grands God’s Word; so it 

will be instilled in them and from generation to generation. 

 It is our God given responsibility to handle God’s Word carefully to guard it, defend 

it and with everything in us to pass it on in its purest form to the next generation. 

 

Never has there been a more important time in history than NOW to Read, Study, and 

Meditate on God’s Word. 

The only way to navigate through this troubling time will be to know and stand on God’s 

Word. 

He is looking for hearts that yearn to continually know His higher thoughts and ways 

above this world. 


