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Last Days Guide to Victory – part3 
 
2Tim. 3:1-2 transliterated version 
“You emphatically and categorically need to know with unquestionable certainty that in 
the very end of days – when time has sailed to its last port and no more time remains for 
the journey – that last season will stand in the midst of uncontrollable, unpredictable, 
hurtful, treacherous, menacing ties that will be emotionally difficult of r people to bear. 
Men will be self-focused, self-centered, self-absorbed, self-consumed, and in love with 
themselves more than anyone else. As a result of this self-love, they will be driven to 
obtain more and more and more…” 
 
Paul, as the Spirit showed him, forecast many disturbing developments emerging that 
would become predominant in society at the end of the age. 
 
2Tim.3:2 “…men would be boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, 
brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid 
such men as these.” 
 
Boasters – alazon = range of meanings: “braggart, one so committed to their own  self-
promotion and personal agenda they are willing to exaggerate, overstate the facts, stretch 
the truth, embellish a story and lie if it will have a positive effect on their position or 
situation.” 
 
This is an example of “situational ethics” which is the casting away of fixed ethics or 
moral absolutes in order to embrace a “floating ethics code” that is shaped and morphed 
whenever one seems necessary to fit a situation. 

• It’s like politicians/or anyone who says whatever they want that group of the 
populace to hear. 

• They will do or say whatever is needed to further personal gain or agenda even 
when it clashes with conscience or convictions or truth. 

• This moral floating ethics philosophy is being promoted today through the various 
forms of media, educational institutions and all spheres of society. 

• Today, we are witnesses of a society that has gone morally adrift and is being led by 
boasters. 

• Their beliefs are affected by the ever-changing current of thought and by the most 
recently accepted norms, whatever they may be. 
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• It is rampant throughout the education system of our children and youth. 
• We are being aggressively pushed by “progressives” who believe they have the right 

to subject everyone to their new moral code. 
 
Believers who stick with the Word of God and refuse to go the way of the world have 
already been awakened to the reality that they are on a collision course with a culture in 
decline. 
 
But behind the scenes, there is a larger satanic plan at work that even the progressives are 
unaware of. 

• It the age old plan of satan to lead society along the prophetic route to a day when 
the Anti-Christ will be revealed to the world. 

 
This floating ethics philosophy being exerted on the world leads towards a world of 
lawlessness. 

• It’s all about getting mankind primed and prepared for the ultimate manifestation of 
the Anti-Christ at the end of the age. 

 
This has been the enemy’s plan from the time he attempted to overthrow God in heaven: 

• Isa. 14:12-15 records the desire of Lucifer to overthrow God’s Throne 
“How you have fallen from heaven, o star of the morning, son of the dawn! You 
have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! But you said 
in your heart: 

o I will ascend to heaven;  
o I will raise my throne above the stars of God, 
o I will sit on the mount of assembly 
o I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;  
o I will make myself like the Most High. 

Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.” 
 

• Satan has been looking for a way to unseat God’s authority from the beginning in 
heaven and on the earth: 
Rev. 12:7-9 “There was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the 
dragon. The dragon and his angel’s waged war, and they were not strong enough, 
and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was 
thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down 
with him.” 
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• Luke 10:18 “He said to them, I was watching satan fall from heaven like lightning.” 
• Luke 4:5-9  “The devil led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, I will give You all this 
domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 
wish. Therefore, if You worship before me, it shall be Yours.” 

• The enemy is always yearning and trying to get angels and humans to worship 
him. 

 
There is coming a world-wide mutiny against God at the end of the age. 

 
2Thes. 2:3 “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come [Return of Lord 
Jesus] unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction/perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or 
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, [probably the future 
temple in Jerusalem] displaying himself as being God.” 

• This is part of satan’s stealth operation to seduce the world into a state of 
lawlessness. 

• We will be witnesses to the abandoning of morals and truth as this world-wide 
mutiny arises against God and His Word. 

 
“The falling away” = “a falling away or a widespread revolt.” 

Ancient writer Plutarch, described apostasia as “a political revolt against authority.” 
Other Old Testament writers used the term to describe a “turning away from the Lord.” 

 
Paul is using it here to forecast “a rebellion, mutiny, or insurgency against God occurring 
on a world-wide basis.  
 
“The man of sin”  sin = “without law or lawlessness” 
Picture of a people who live void of standards, laws, codes, boundaries. 
Picture of the last days when people throw off all restraints and do what is right in their 
own eyes/understanding. 
 
There is the desire of the enemy to construct a new world order that will have few if any 
hard and fast rules or order or sense of right or wrong. 
It will be a world free from the voice of the Bible and disconnected from moral standards 
once held to be common rule and contributed to decency and order for society. 
 
LAWLESSNESS 



4 
 

This will not just become a person of lawlessness attitude; he will be a man of lawlessness 
in that he totally rejects the voice of God and of scripture as an inner compass. 

• This will produce a world-wide society that no longer senses conviction of right or 
wrong and will be primed and prepared for the entire Anti-Christ system to be 
revealed and embraced as the right thing. 

• This lawlessness is leading the world to embrace a more progressive future that will 
bring only doom and destruction, rot, ruin and decay on society. 

 
Good news in the midst of this bad news: 
What is stopping all of this from happening right now? 
 
2Thess. 2:6 “And you know what restrains/withholds him now so that in his time he will 
be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains 
will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless one will be revealed whom 
the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of 
His coming…” 
 

• There is a power that is withhold/restraining the lawlessness one from making his 
appearance for the time being. 

• “Restraining/withholding” = “domination or suppression= to hold down or 
suppress something.” 

• There is a power dominating and suppressing this evil from rising to a place of 
prominence. 

• Paul states this restraining force is “holding back, stalling, delaying, and postponing 
the end-time evil. 

• But he also notes, the restraining power will be removed and in that moment – evil 
will be unleashed with a full force of fury into the world. 

 
I believe the restraining power present now to hold back and delay the full force of evil 
being unleashed is the presence of the Ecclesia/church of the Lord Jesus Christ of which 
He said: “The Gates of hell will not prevail against the Church.” Matt. 16:18. 

• I don’t think it’s the Holy Spirit being totally removed from the earth, because 
people will be saved during the Great Tribulation and it’s the Holy Spirit by which 
people are drawn to the Lord and born again by the Spirit. 

• But the believers will be removed at the great catching away = 1Thess 4:15-18 
 
2Thess. 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now 
restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.” 
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“Mystery” – musterion = “the idea of a higher knowledge that is known only by a limited 
number of individuals of which the general public does not know. Only the especially 
iniated and those invested with insight. It is a plan, thought, or arrangement that is held in 
the hands of a few.”  
 
The word implies a secret plan or secret arrangement known to spiritual powers held 
confidently so that they are able to execute the plan without anyone catching on to what 
they are doing. 
 
Mystery of iniquity – current society has not arrived at where we are accidentally or 
suddenly. There has been a trend, plan in place for decades to centuries or since satan and 
time on earth began to work his diabolical schemes and prepare the way for the man of 
lawlessness. 
 
Remember, earth was given to man by God to have dominion over. God placed man in 
charge of earth. Man lost the authority over earth by conceding to the devil. 
Yeshua/Jesus had to come to earth as a man to redeem man back to God and reinstate man 
to his Kingdom role on earth. 
The earth has to be dominated by human kind. 
The devil, being a spirit being, cannot rule over earth because he doesn’t have a body; so 
he has to find a person and people he can incarnate himself through to attempt to rule over 
the earth. 
 
Our role in this end time, last days is not to just survive; it’s to be victorious and realize we 
are on the winning team of Creator God, Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

• We are to clothe ourselves in the power of the Holy Spirit and make a mark for 
eternity by influencing as many lives as possible for the Kingdom of God. 

• The opportunity before us is remarkable and unprecedented like no other generation. 
• We must stay alert and not be caught off guard by the traps/snares of the enemy, 

stay close to Jesus in fellowship.  
• Be aware and not allow the enemy to ensnare us into his satanic agenda of 

confusion, blame, anger, bitterness and un-forgiveness. 
 
Jesus’ warning from Matt. 24:42 
“Watch therefore: for you know not what hour your Lord comes.” 
 
“Watch” “To keep wake, vigilant, on guard.” 
 


