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Learn To Stand And Move Forward In A Backwards World 

 

It is important to turn to the words of Jesus when He stood at a spot overlooking the 

Temple Mount and spoke with His disciples about the days leading up to His return. 

 They asked Him for specific signs that would indicate that it was the end of the age. 

 He gave several, but one of the most clear signs was in v. 12 of Matt. 24- 

“Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.” 

 Other translations say it: “Because of the multiplied lawlessness and iniquity…” 

“Iniquity will abound…”  “Evil will spread…” 

 

Iniquity –  Grk. = anomia from nomos word for “LAW” or principle, “a standard of what 

is legally or morally correct.” 

 When an “a” is attached in front of the word in Greek, it has a cancelling effect. 

 So instead of depicting a law or standard of correct moral value; the word is 

changed to mean the opposite = “pictures people who possess no fixed moral 

standards.” 

 “Those living this way are void of standards, without law, living in a state of 

lawlessness.” When the Bible speaks of lawlessness, it refers to those who violate 

God’s standards of rightness or morality.  

 Jesus forewarned that society will throw out all previously agreed upon moral 

standards and will depart from God’s well established laws/principles at the end of 

the age. This would be a sign – Do You Read Signs Well? 

 

We are seeing this all around us right now:  

 Those who resist this demonic push away from God’s standards of morality and 

goodness are being punished for righteousness: 

o Restaurants that support pro-family, pro-life stance are being banned from 

campuses, universities and airports – Chick Fil A. 

o Business’s that refuse to support alternate gender life styles are facing fines 

and facing black-ball techniques that force them out of business. 

o Many are faced with the choice of submitting against their consciences or 

their reputation being ruined. 

 

As part of the Last Days scheme, society will be seduced by the demonic influences to 

construct a new world that has few hard and fast rules of what is morally right or wrong. 

 It is becoming a lawless world that everyone is allowed to do what is right in their 

own eyes, even to the detriment of innocent others. 
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Holy Spirit was absolutely accurate when He forecast that a time would come when long-

established standards based on ageless Bible truths would not only be cast off and rejected, 

but they would be vilified as bigoted, hateful, narrow-minded, prejudiced, intolerant, and 

no longer applicable in the real world of progressivism. 

 

According to Jesus’ words – “Iniquity will Abound” 

“Abound” “Something abundant, excessive, or over the top, in extraordinary measure, like 

a river overflowing its banks.” 

 Jesus’ implication is that before the close of the age, lawlessness will profusely 

proliferate globally. 

 Society at large will disregard well established paths of morality and absolute truth 

throwing off all restraint as people forge a path of man’s own making – apart from 

the right ways of the Lord. 

 

Paul’s Statements About a Society that Rejects God: 

 

Rom. 1:21 Paul explains what happens to a society that turns away from the Lord. 

“Because when they knew and recognized Him as God, they did not honor and glorify 

Him as God or give Him thanks, but instead became futile and godless in their thinking 

[with vain imaginings, foolish reasoning, and stupid speculations] and their senseless 

minds were darkened.” 

“KNEW” = depicts acquaintance or general knowledge, not personal knowledge, as one 

who actually does have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “KNEW” pictures a society that previously had a general knowledge and 

acquaintance of God, a God-fearing attitude. A society that at least acknowledged 

God’s existence. 

 

Paul here uses the word “KNEW” depicting a society of the Last Days that lost its 

acknowledgement and sense of dependence upon the Almighty. 

 It is describing a society that progressively put God off to the side and out of sight, 

ceasing to give Him the recognition that is due Him. 

 This path leads people away from man’s dependence upon God and triggers a state 

of spiritual and moral wandering increasing over time. 

 

The Consequences:  Rom. 1:21  

“But they became futile and godless in their thinking [with vain imaginings, foolish 

reasoning and stupid speculations…” 

 “They became vain in their imaginations” 
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 Grk. = mataioo = “Ruined – filled with error.” 

 The people’s imaginations were ruined and filled with error. 

 Their mental activities, reasoning’s, calculations, or thinking process was ruined. 

 

Paul is saying that when a society sets God aside, error is released, leading to the ruin on 

multiple levels as in a chemical reaction or chain of events or a domino effect. 

 

Scripture says that wisdom begins with the fear and knowledge of the Lord – Prov. 1:7. 

 As society respects, recognizes, and acknowledges God, it results in enlightenment. 

 But the opposite is true – when the fear & knowledge of the Lord is removed; 

society begins to move away from Him. 

 It is a spiritual chemical reaction that will produce an environment where 

intellectual nonsense, conclusions that don’t make rational or spiritual sense. 

 The result is that error spills into every sphere of society – courts, education, 

families, government, entertainment, business and religion. 

 

We need to face the reality of what man is without God!  

LOST & WANDERING. 

These people are educated and trained individuals; they are some of the most intellectual 

and brilliant of minds.  

BUT, because they have cast off the knowledge of God, they have veered off course and 

have become lost in their own wisdom, which is foolishness compared to the wisdom of 

God. 

 

Rom. 1:22 “Claiming to be wise, they became fools [professing to be smart, they made 

simpletons of themselves.” 

 By casting off the truth, they drift and eventually pass into the realm of foolishness, 

and deception thinking they are progressive thinkers. 

 In God’s estimation, they have become fools and their foolish hearts are darkened. 

 

What is the Biblical definition of a fool? 

“Foolish” = comes from the word for super-intelligence, a person who has such 

understanding they can see the whole picture. 

 But as in Grk. an “a” placed before the root word reverses the effect of the word. 

“Foolish” rather than portraying someone with super- intelligence is really a person who 

lost their intelligence or who has a lack of intelligence. 

 

Paul is saying the person or society that moves away from God acquires a “foolish heart.” 
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 Heart = in this sense is just as the human heart pumps blood into every location of 

the body, the heart of a wayward society will pump foolishness and flawed thinking 

throughout its circulatory system. 

 The result is that such a society will become darkened = physical and or spiritual 

darkness. 

 They are people who claim to be on the cutting edge of a new world order and 

future, free from the past moral restraints. 

 They are progressive thinkers who profess themselves to be intellectuals – prideful 

and arrogant and above the law themselves, but willing to pass laws that restrict and 

inhibit the rest of society into doing what they need for them to do to benefit 

themselves. 

 

What is a Reprobate Mind? 

Rom. 1:28 “And so, since they did not see fit to acknowledge God or approve of Him or 

consider Him to be worth the knowing, God gave them over to a base and condemned 

mind to do things not proper or decent but loathsome,..” 

 This is a group that actually once knew the Lord in a sense of His righteousness and 

were familiar with Him personally, but no longer wanted to retain that knowledge. 

 

“God gave them over or up to:” 

What does this mean? 

 That God abandoned or pushed them away? 

 God holds out hope for everyone and does not give up on anyone. 

Ecc. 9:4 “There is no exemption, but he who is joined to all the living has hope…” 

 

“God gave them up is better translated: “God released them.” 

 He simply releases those who choose to go in their own inclinations. 

 He honors the free will and choice he gives to His creation. 

 No one is forced to love God, Love is a choice. 

 

A Reprobate Mind? Rom. 1:28 

“God gave them over to a reprobate mind” 

 Paul is not just telling of an individual, but a society that no longer wanted to retain 

the knowledge of God. 

 It tells us what God didn’t’ do – “He didn’t give them a reprobate mind, He gave 

them over to a reprobate mind.” 

 He released or transferred them over to a reprobate mind because that is what they 

wanted and chose. 
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 God does not hold society or an individual as a hostage against their will. 

 

“Reprobate” = the root word means- “fit, able, trustworthy, approved. 

 Again, in the Grk. When an “a” is placed before a word it reverses its meaning. 

 So, Reprobate means “One who is disapproved, unfit, unreliable, and 

untrustworthy.” 

 Prov. 29:1-2  “The one who is often reproved, hardening his neck shall 

suddenly be destroyed – and that without remedy.” 

 

As God’s People We Must: 

 

1. Be ALERT to the fact that satan is loosing hordes of seducing spirits and doctrines 

of demons in these last days to lead an entire generation into delusion. 

 It is a covert operation to seize minds to lead them off track using people of 

influence from entertainment, sports, media and friends who have already been 

seduced by the lies. 

 

2. Be a part of the cure, not the cause of the moral slide. 

 The transformation of our minds by the power of the Word of God – The Bible and 

its truth must be our foundation. 

 This requires absolute submission to the Word of God and work of the Holy Spirit. 

Rom. 12:1-2 “Renewing of our mind and not being conformed to this world.” 

 

3. Stay in the place of repentance and right living and forgiveness towards others. 

 Refusing to fall away from our covenant and commitment with the Lord. 

 

It is absolutely essential that each of us recognizes the enemy’s deadly poison of attacking 

our thought processes. 

 

1. We must reinforce our minds with the truth of the Bible on vital subjects currently 

under assault that matter to our Christian faith. 

2. We must have courage to challenge what we hear when it is opposed to Biblical truth. 

3. We must think and speak rationally and soundly in the midst of a world that seems to 

be losing its ability to reason clearly. 

4. We must be willing to be at odds with a society that is out of step with the Lords 

standards. 

5. We must aggressively pray for grace and wisdom, discernment to rescue those being 

victimized by this last – days attack on the human race. 
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6. We must draw near to God, pray and live fully dependent on Holy Spirit with a fierce, 

steadfast desire not to grieve, vex or quench Him. 

 

Have you taken the time to think, consider what this commitment might require of 

you and your family in the days ahead? 

 

 Have you made firm decisions to stand for the truth of God’s Word, regardless of 

the personal cost? 

 

 What does that cost look like in practical, everyday living? 

 

We already know satan’s strategies will fail and God will have His way in the end: 

 

 But before that happens, you might be required to stand uncompromisingly for the 

Lord – you may have to experience rejection, ridicule. 

 Are you personally prepared in your walk with God to navigate these days? 

 

Your actions follow your thinking – who are you letting form your mind makes the 

difference. Choose your companions wisely – make sure they are Godly. 

 

 Do you entertain a mix of the voices of the world, your fleshly nature, the enemy or 

are you listening to the Word of the Lord and Holy Spirit to strengthen your 

standards of life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


