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How Did We Ever Get Like This?   Part 1 

Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to everyone that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

Not ashamed: Neither ridicule, criticism or physical persecution, could curb Paul’s 

boldness. He had been imprisoned in Philippi, chased out of Thessalonica, smuggled out of 

Berea, laughed at in Athens, regarded as a fool in Corinth, and stoned in Galatia, but Paul 

remained eager to preach the gospel in Rome. 2Cor. 11:24-28 

Power: The English word “dynamite” comes from this Greek word. Although the message 

may sound foolish to some, the gospel is effective because it carries with it the 

omnipotence of God. Only God’s power is able to overcome man’s sinful nature and give 

him new life. 

Salvation: Used 5 times in Romans, this key word basically means “deliverance” or 

“rescue”. The power of the gospel delivers people from lostness, from the wrath of God, 

from spiritual ignorance, from evil self-indulgence and from the darkness of false religion. 

It rescues them from the ultimate penalty of their sin - the eternal separation from God and 

eternal punishment. 

Believe: To trust, rely on, or have faith in. “This word is believing”, which stresses that 

faith is not simply a one-time event, but an ongoing condition.  

Saving faith consists of 3 elements: 

1. Mental: the mind understands the gospel and the truth about Christ, Prov. 20:27 

“The Lord’s light/glory penetrates the human spirit…” 

2. Emotional: one embraces the truthfulness of those facts with sorrow over sin and joy 

over God’s mercy and grace, 2Cor. 7:10 “Godly sorrow works us towards 

repentance to salvation.” 

3. Volitional: the sinner submits his will to Christ and trusts in Him alone as the only 

hope of salvation. 

Jew First: God chose Israel to be His witness nation and gave her distinct privileges. 

Yeshua’s ministry was first to Israel, and it was through Israel that salvation was to come 

to the world. 

Romans 1:17 “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as 

it is written, the just shall live by faith.” 
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“Righteousness of God” - better translated: “righteousness from God.” A major theme of 

the book, appearing over 30 times in one form or another, “righteousness is the state or 

condition of perfectly conforming to God’s perfect law and holy character.” 

Man falls woefully short of the divine standard of moral perfection, but the gospel revels 

that on the basis of faith alone, God will impute/credit His righteousness to ungodly 

sinners. 

Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;” 

This is not an impulsive outburst of anger aimed at people whom God does not like. It is 

the settled, determined response of a righteous God against sin. 

“Is revealed”: More accurately, “is constantly revealed”. The word means “to uncover, 

make visible, or make known.”  

The most graphic revelation of God’s holy wrath and hatred against sin  

was when He poured out divine judgment on His Son on the cross. 

Isa. 53:6 “…the Lord laid on Him the sins of US ALL.” 

God has various decrees of wrath: 

1. Eternal wrath, which is hell, 

2. Eschatological wrath, which is the final Day of the Lord, 

3. Cataclysmic wrath like the flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 

4. Consequential wrath, which is the principle of sowing and reaping, 

5. The wrath of abandonment, which is removing restraint and letting people go to 

their sins. 

It is this fifth form - God’s abandoning the wicked to pursue their sin and its 

consequences. 

“Ungodliness”: This indicates a lack of reverence for, devotion to, and worship of the true 

God = a defective relationship with Him. 

“Unrighteousness”: This refers to the result of ungodliness: a lack of conformity in 

thought, word and deed to the character and law of God. 

“Hold the truth in unrighteousness”: Although the evidence from conscience, creation and 

God’s Word is irrefutable, men choose to resist and oppose God’s truth by holding fast to 

their sin. 
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Romans 1:19 “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God 

has shown [it] to them.” 

Manifest means to make visible, real, or to make known. God has not hidden Himself. He 

has made Himself real to mankind throughout all ages in His creation. He has especially 

shown Himself to mankind in His Son - Jesus Christ. 

God has sovereignty planted evidence of His existence in the very nature of man by: 

reason and moral law. 

Romans 1:20 “For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] His eternal power 

and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

“Invisible things”: Or attributes, referring specifically to the two mentioned in this verse. 

1. “The things that are made”: The creation delivers a clear, unmistakable message 

about God’s person. 

2. “His eternal power”: The Creator, who made all that we see around us and 

constantly sustains it, must be a Being of awesome power. 

“They are without excuse:” God holds all people responsible for their refusal to 

acknowledge what He has shown them of Himself in His creation. Even those who have 

never had an opportunity to hear the gospel, have received a clear witness about the 

existence and character of God and have suppressed it. If a person will respond to the 

revelation he has, even if it is solely natural revelation, God will provide a means for that 

person to hear the gospel. Acts 8:26-39; 10:1-48; 17:27- “Though He is not far from us.” 

Romans 1:21 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified [Him] not as God, 

neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 

was darkened.” 

“Knew God”: Man is conscious of God’s existence, power and divine nature through 

general revelation - Vv 19-20. 

General revelation – seeing God through His creation. 

Special revelation – knowing God through the revelation of His Son – Jesus Christ. 

“They glorified Him not”: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and Scripture demands it. To 

glorify Him is to honor Him, to acknowledge His attributes, and to praise Him for His 

perfections.  



4 

 

Failing to give Him glory is man’s greatest affront to his Creator. 

“Neither were thankful”: They refused to acknowledge that every good thing they enjoyed 

came from God. 

Process = “Became vain in their imaginations”: meaning futile in their thoughts. Man’s 

search for meaning and purpose will produce only vain, meaningless conclusions & false 

assumptions. 

“Heart was darkened”: When man rejects the truth, the darkness of spiritual falsehood 

moves into the void & fills it. 

Romans 1:22 “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” 

Man rationalizes his sin and proves his utter foolishness by devising and believing his own 

philosophies about God, the universe and himself. 

Romans 1:23 “And changed the glory of the un-corruptible God into an image made 

like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 

The children of Israel, grew tired waiting for Moses to come down from the mountain of 

God. They talked Aaron into making them a golden calf that they could worship. God is 

the Creator not the created. Those that worship things they can see with their physical 

eyes are worshipping idols. The ox, under the name “apis,” was adored in Egypt, and even 

the dog and the monkey.  

In imitation of the Egyptian ox, the children of Israel made their golden calf, Exodus 22:4. 

 

They are substituting the worship of idols for the worship of the true: 

Isa. 2:8 “Their land is full of idols; the people worship things they have made with their 

own hands.” 

 

Although the false gods which men worship do not exist, demons often impersonate them. 

Jer. 10:2-5 “…they cut down trees, and carve an idol. They decorate it with gold and 

silver and then fasten it securely with hammer and nails so it won’t fall over. Their gods 

are like scarecrows in a cucumber field; they cannot speak, they need to be carried because 

they cannot walk. Don’t be afraid of such gods, for they can neither harm you nor do your 

any good.” 

Romans 1:24 “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 

their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves:” 
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“God gave them up” is a judicial term in Greek used for handling over a prisoner to his 

sentence. When men consistently abandon God, He will allow man to choose his own 

ways.   He accomplishes this: 

1. Indirectly and immediately, by removing His restraint and allowing their sin to run 

its inevitable course, 

2. Directly and eventually, by specific acts of divine judgment and punishment. 

“Uncleanness”: A general term often used of decaying matter, like the contents of a grave.  

• It speaks here of sexual immorality which begins in the heart and moves to the shame 

of the body. 

Our heart condition determines what we are. 

Luke 6:45 “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth that which is 

good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth that which is evil: 

for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

 


