
Horeb is meant to be a Holy Encounter with The Lord 

 

Exodus 4:20 “So Moses took his wife and his sons and mounted them on a donkey, and 

returned to the land of Egypt. Moses also took the staff of God in his hand.” 

 

1. God’s tools, which are His provision for our future – are given to us in our Horeb 

places. 

 

Exodus 4:2 When Moses was struggling with the Lord about returning to Egypt to deliver 

God’s people; the Lord pointed out to Moses the shepherds staff he was carrying: 

“What is that in your hand? He said, “A staff.” Then the Lord said: “Throw it on the 

ground.” So Moses threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from 

it. 

v. 4 – “But the Lord said to Moses, stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail.” So he 

stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand.” 

 What was once a simple shepherd’s staff/stick belonging to Moses became “the rod of 

God in the hand of Moses.” 

 The Hebrew word for staff = “mattteh” is the word for SCEPTER. 

 Moses scepter was just a crooked, knobby, dead piece of wood found and shaped on the 

mountain of desolation; but the staff of Horeb became the “Staff of God.” Exodus 4:20. 

The Lord was not/is not looking for a polished, gold-plated, gem studded scepter of Egypt. 

The Lord was saying: “I took you from the golden scepter of Egypt and gave you one from 

Horeb that symbolizes brokenness, meekness, and no confidence in the flesh – a staff of 

“hope –deferred” desolation. 

I am transforming it into MY staff. 

I am turning your brokenness into strength and your meekness into confidence in ME. 

Through this transformation – Moses had, and we can too have, great authority from God. 

Exodus 4:17 “You shall take in your hand this staff; with which you shall perform the 

signs.” 

Through that originally ugly staff of Horeb – representing brokenness, meekness and  

confidence in God alone Moses: 

 Judged nations 

 Parted seas 

 Brought forth water from rocks 
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 Won victory over enemies by holding it high in battle. 

 

It is our brokenness that allows Him to place His authority in us! 

It is at Horeb where the tools we need for our future destiny are put into our hands 

You will find there is a new strength and authority you possess  

because you spent time at Horeb! 

 

2. At Horeb – the dry, difficult/barren places where hope-deferred is born – is also 

the place where New Revelations of God are given: 

 Moses received the revelation of God as “I AM THAT I AM!  Exodus 3:14 

 Israel received the revelation that God is Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord our Banner and 

Victory – the One who fights our battles.  Exodus 17:15 

 The Lord came to Moses, showing him His goodness and glory.  Exodus 33:19-

23 

 After the golden calf episode, a new revelation of God’s mercy and grace was 

seen when Moses interceded – the Lord spared the nation and didn’t destroy all 

of them. There was judgment but there was also mercy.  Exodus 32:11-14 

 

Exodus 19:17 “Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 

stood at the foot of the mountain.” 

 As they stood at the bottom of desolation mountain -  God met with them. 

 We encounter the Lord and His mercy in new ways at Horeb.  

 New revelations of His nature and Father heart are revealed. 

 

When Elijah was sent to Horeb, he was at the very cave/cleft Moses encountered the 

Lord’s presence and experienced the ABAR; the Lords “passing by.” 

Exodus 33:22, 1 Kings 19:11. 

 The same manifestations happened to Elijah as happened to Moses: 

o Thunder – Fire – Earthquake 

 

What revelation was the Lord bringing to them and to us today? 

 

At Horeb, the God of history becomes the God of today! 

 Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same YESTERDAY - TODAY and 

FOREVER.” 

 The God we’ve heard about must become our God. 

 You can’t really have hope in God until you have a revelation of Him as your own 

God. 
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 God can be known about yet not known; He can be a healer, Savior, deliver, yet not 

any of those things to you unless you have a revelation of personal encounter with 

Him. 

 The God of history must become your God of today-now. 

 If you can’t answer the question as whether you know for sure if you were to die 

today if you would be in heaven with the Lord – you probably have not had this 

encounter with the Lord yet. 

 He wants and provides for you to know for sure about your encounter with Him –  

1 John 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe on in the name of the 

Son God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.” 

 

3. At Horeb – His plans and patterns for our future are revealed: 

This is where Moses received the plans for: 

 The Tabernacle 

 The Ark of the Covenant 

 The Feasts  

 The Laws for the new nation – the blueprint for the future of Israel 

 

The Lord wants you to have such an encounter with Him at your Horeb that you leave with 

a healed heart but also His plans for your future and destiny. 

 

Example: Josephs’ journey through hope deferred slavery-prison in Egypt-finally to the 

throne. 

The Lord was saying to Joseph; “Your brothers meant this to dislocate you, I meant it to  

relocate you for My purposes!” 

 

HIS BROTHERS WANTED TO DESTROY THE MAN,  

BUT GOD WANTED TO PRESERVE A NATION! 

 

But, only on the other side of the mountain, did this revelation come!  

 

 satan intends to make you an outcast, but God wants to use your experience to give 

you a love for the outcasts! 

 satan’s intention was to rob you of a loved one, but God wants to use you to bring 

healing to those who have lost loved ones! 

 

There are always two plans for our difficult times: 

1. God’s plan. 2. satan’s plan 
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Your Horeb may seem so devastating that you can’t see how anything good could come 

from it – BUT GOD does have a good plan and He will bring His redemptive purposes 

into your life – HOPE! 

 

4. Horeb, the desolate place – becomes a Holy Place: 

 

Exodus 3:5 Moses was told to remove his sandals because the place where he was 

standing was Holy Ground.” 

WHAT? This place where all this heart ache, disappointment, brokenness, has 

happened is HOLY? 

 

Exodus 3:12 “God said, Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it 

is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 

shall worship God at this mountain.” 

 

If you or I had been Moses, we might have responded to God and said: “You know Lord, I 

really appreciate all you did for me at Horeb, but I’d just as soon forget about 

that place and move on to something different! Do we really have to come 

back to this place of bad memories and hard times?” 

 

God can take the difficult places – the very events that brought about our hope deferred 

seasons and transform them into His purposes being accomplished in our lives for both our 

good and that of the Kingdom of God. 

 

He can do such a work in our hearts that what was once the most painful experiences are  

turned into a place of worship to Him. 

 

Is this you? Are you broken hearted over what’s happened to you from life, people,  

family, marriage, job, your future seems to be robbed from you, maybe even ministry  

experiences? 

 

If you will meet the Lord at your Horeb, He is able to: 

1. Provide you with His tools for your future. 

2. Give you a new revelation of Who HE is and Who He wants to be in your life. 

3. Give you His patterns and plans for your future – which is a good one in Him. 

4. Turn your Horeb from horrible to a fresh place of Worship to Him. 

 

Never underestimate the power of God to REPAIR and RESTORE 

-0- 


