
It Won’t Always Be Horrible! 

 

The Mountain Horeb provides an accurate picture of “hope deferred.” 

It’s very name “Horeb” means “desolation, a wasted place, barrenness, dryness – all which 

are symptoms of hope deferred. 

It is the place Moses ended up for much of his life during the 40 years of exile, tending 

literal sheep instead of spiritual ones. 

There is no more a severe case of hope deferred than Moses experienced – he had lost his 

inheritance and his identity and destiny. 

After losing a dream for 40 years, you would think it was pretty much over! 

 

BUT, as God does, He transformed this mountain and harnessed its power and it became 

the Mountain of God – Exodus 3:1 “…he came to Horeb, the Mountain of God.” 

 What happens here shows the ability of God to work in Moses’ life and yours to 

bring restoration, healing, good from the bad.” 

 Horeb won’t always be “HORRIBLE.” 

 It’s a real-life scenario of the paradoxical nature of the Kingdom of God – that good 

can come from bad, and we’re the strongest when we’re weak and that life can flow 

from death – with God. 

Joel 3:10 “Let the weak say I am strong.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9 the Lord told Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 

made perfect in weakness.”  Reaches the intended goal/completion. 

satan intends to destroy you through hope deferred; but your Loving Heavenly Father has  

plans for your life that you could never imagine: 

Jeremiah 29:11 “I know the plans that I have for you declares the Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” 

 

We must learn to mine the gold from the mountains in our lives  

and not waste one tear on our pain. 

 

There are times when we need to “embrace the pain” may be a strange thing to hear from 

our loving Heavenly Father who has great plans for our lives; but He doesn’t waste one 

pain or tear or bad experience; but rather can use it for our development and good. 

 Those experiences have a purging, purifying and strengthening effect in our lives. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing; in everything give 

thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  

 It didn’t say for all things, but it says in all things give thanks; this is the will of God 

for you. 

 

There are four events at Horeb giving us insight into how the Lord works in the midst of 

hope deferred – plans not fulfilled – dreams seemingly stolen/lost/hijacked: 

 

1. Horeb is a place of learning to WAIT 

 

 Waiting has a purpose and it does come to an end. 

 After fleeing from Pharaoh and entering his hope deferred lifestyle – Moses tended 

sheep around Horeb for 40 years before he heard from the Lord who then 

resurrected his destiny – Exodus 3-4. 

 More waiting at Horeb occurred when Moses and the Israelites were called to meet 

with God at the mountain to become God’s Covenant People– Exodus 19-33 

 Moses and Joshua were called to the mountain where for six days they did nothing 

but wait for God to speak to them and tell them why they were there. 

 Six days and nights of fasting, freezing, during which God did absolutely 

NOTHING – Exodus 24:16 

 V. 16 then Moses was called into the cloud where he spent 34 days as Joshua waited 

alone for God and the man of God. 

HOREB IS A PLACE OF WAITING 

 We are called to wait so long that our breakthrough, miracle, healing is delayed. 

 Prayers & promises delayed does not mean prayers & promises denied. 

 Our test is to learn to wait without wavering – not to allow hope deferred to 

overcome us. 

 Your waiting can be a positive experience – to learn to wait to persevere. 

 There will be a day of fruitfulness and fulfillment IF we persevere. 

Galatians 6:9 AMP “Let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly 

and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, IF we do not 

loosen and relax our courage and faint.” 

“Due time” = kairos = “right time, the opportune point of time at which something should 

be done.” 

 Idios = “One’s own time or something possessed by someone. Something personal.” 
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o Meaning, “we will need to wait/persevere to receive the well timed answer which 

is owned by us personally – it ours from the Lord. You own a kairos. 

 

2. Horeb is a place where our HEARTS “MUST” BE EXPOSED 

 This is for the purpose of revealing to us where our trust really lies. 

This is a critical part of our transformation” 

Moses going through hope deferred brought him to the end of all self-confidence and only 

to God confidence. 

As bad as it has to get, our nation must come to this place in order for God to renew us! 

This is fuel for revival and renewal in our lives also. 

We see this work of God in Moses in Exodus 3:11 “But Moses said to God, “Who am I, 

that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt? 

 He tried the deliverance thing once when he intervened between an Egyptian and one of 

his people fighting and killed the Egyptian and had to flee to the wilderness.  

 This act is what launched him into his hope deferred 40-year life of disappointment & 

delay . 

Now he had learned it was not by his might or power but was going to be by the Spirit of 

the Lord. 

Exodus 4:10, 13  Moses offered every excuse he could think of as to why he didn’t 

qualify to be used by God to bring deliverance to God’s people. 

 Moses' self-confidence was brought to an all-time low at Horeb. 

 His pride in his own ability was stripped. 

 This is where the Lord wants us all to arrive at; our hope in our ability to die if our 

hope is in the wrong thing. 

 God doesn’t want us without confidence, but HE wants us to be without self-

confidence. He wants us to place our confidence in His power/ability to do His will. 

Romans 7:18 Paul states: “For I know that nothing good dwells in me.” 

John 5:30 Jesus says about Himself: “I can of mine own self do nothing.” 

 

Exodus 17:2 Israel at Rephidim without water began to complain to Moses: 

The Lord revealed their carnality and lack of faith that HE would come through. 

That is too often true about us. 
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When we feel God hasn’t come through for us in a certain area of our life, our level of 

trust is revealed. 

Rather than having a solid trust in the Lord’s promises, we quarrel with others and test the 

Lord’s patience. 

The barren, desolate times of our Horeb experiences are meant  

to reveal and expose where/who our trust really is in! 

 

God’s desire is to deliver us from our error and bring transformation – 

ARE YOU WILLING TO ALLOW HIM TO DO THE WORK IN YOU? 

 

3. Horeb is the PLACE OF REVELATION OF THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD 

 

There are times when the Lord seems to be very silent about our situations. 

 But if we persevere in the Horeb times, there will come a time when God will speak 

and give insight and strategy and perspective to us allowing His redemptive plan to 

be seen/understood. 

 

1 Kings 19 – tells of Elijah, after his battle with prophets of Baal and stand against Ahab 

and Jezebel. 

 He ran for his life after being threatened. 

 Discouraged, isolated, depressed, weary and afraid – he despaired of living –  

1 Kings 19:4 

 He was truly a hope deferred, heart sick mess. 

 God’s solution: “Send him to Mt. Horeb.” 1 Kings 19:8 

 

He found himself in a cave: 

Bible scholars believe this was the same cave or cleft where Moses had an encounter with 

the Lord – Exodus 33:19-23 where the Lord passed by. 

 

Passed by – abar in Hebrew = “to cross over or into, to pass by or into.” 

“Moving from one place to another.” A transition word, can also mean “to penetrate.” 

Even carries the meaning of a man’s intimacy with a woman producing pregnancy! 

 

An abar experience with God can be so significant that we find ourselves pregnant with a 

new nature or mission or calling or purpose to fulfill. 

 

1 Kings 19:12 God spoke in this abar experience “in the sound of a whisper.” 
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Elijah became pregnant with a double portion anointing that would enable not only himself 

but Elisha, Jehu and Hazael to accomplish God’s will against the evil forces of Ahab and 

Jezebel. 

At Horeb, out of Elijah’s weakness flowed strength. 

 

Out of our barren Horeb experiences, if we persevere, God will speak and when He does; 

HE will anoint you with a double portion and break the barrenness and you will become 

pregnant with what you need to finish your race. 

 

Hope often comes in a whisper! 

 

4. Horeb brings NEWNESS 

 

Your Horeb experience can become a time of renewing and new beginnings. 

 

Exodus 3-4 Moses’ Horeb experience is where his destiny – dreams – calling was restored 

after 40 years of sheep tending and wandering. 

 

The name Horeb = desolation, barrenness; was a constant reminder to Moses of what he 

had lost and was seemingly impossible to recover or go back to. 

 Daily, being at Horeb was a reminder of hope deferred:  

“Not only is my life Horeb, but I work there also.” 

 

Moses was so filled with hopelessness of his lost destiny that when the Lord worked with 

him to renew the calling; he was not able to accept the Lord’s word. 

 Moses offered several excuses: I can’t speak, I’m unlearned, I’m not qualified! 

 Finally, the Lord had to tell Moses: “I’ve heard enough, you are going to do this!” 

 

God cares more about our destiny than we do! 

 

Timothy’s spiritual father, Paul, had to get firm with Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:6 

“For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of timidity/insecurity, but of 

power and love and discipline.” 

 

“Kindle afresh” composed of three Greek words meaning: “Get the fire alive again, get 

the life in you burning again.” 

“Let your gifts live again, burn with passion.” 
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Horeb is the place of emptying out of our self – confidence and ability and allowing the 

Holy Spirit to put fresh oil into our vessel and fresh fire on the altar of our lives and burn 

again with passion of a first love for the Lord and His will and Kingdom and name to be 

praised through us. 

 

Your Horeb experience, if you will persevere, will bring you from your place of desolation 

and hopelessness to the place where you discover your God is BIGGER than: 

 

 Your enemies 

 Your mistakes 

 Your sins 

 Your shortcomings 

 Your fears 

 Man’s plans vs. God’s plans for your life 

 

Horeb can become your place of NEW BEGINNNGS! 

-0- 


