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How Did We Ever Get Like This?   Part 2 for 1s t service 8/14/22 

Romans 1:20 “For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are 

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] His eternal power 

and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

“Invisible things”: Or attributes, referring specifically to the two mentioned in this verse. 

1. “The things that are made”: The creation delivers a clear, unmistakable message 

about God’s person. 

2. “His eternal power”: The Creator, who made all that we see around us and 

constantly sustains it, must be a Being of awesome power. 

“They are without excuse:” God holds all people responsible for their refusal to 

acknowledge what He has shown them of Himself in His creation. Even those who have 

never had an opportunity to hear the gospel, have received a clear witness about the 

existence and character of God and have suppressed it. If a person will respond to the 

revelation he has, even if it is solely natural revelation, God will provide a means for that 

person to hear the gospel. Acts 8:26-39; 10:1-48; 17:27- “Though He is not far from us.” 

Romans 1:21 “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified [Him] not as God, 

neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 

was darkened.” 

“Knew God”: Man is conscious of God’s existence, power and divine nature through 

general revelation - Vv 19-20. 

General revelation – seeing God through His creation. 

Special revelation – knowing God through the revelation of His Son – Jesus Christ. 

“They glorified Him not”: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and Scripture demands it. To 

glorify Him is to honor Him, to acknowledge His attributes, and to praise Him for His 

perfections.  

Failing to give Him glory is man’s greatest affront to his Creator. 

“Neither were thankful”: They refused to acknowledge that every good thing they enjoyed 

came from God. 

Process = “Became vain in their imaginations”: meaning futile in their thoughts. Man’s 

search for meaning and purpose will produce only vain, meaningless conclusions & false 

assumptions. 
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“Heart was darkened”: When man rejects the truth, the darkness of spiritual falsehood 

moves into the void & fills it. 

Romans 1:22 “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” 

• Confused over gender, history of the nation, TRUTH. 

• Psa. 14:1 “The fool has said in his heart, there is no God.” 

• “Fool”  = nabal- naw-bawl = “wicked, impious, vile person.” 

Man rationalizes his sin and proves his utter foolishness by devising and believing his own 

philosophies about God, the universe and himself. 

Romans 1:23 “And changed the glory of the un-corruptible God into an image made 

like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 

The children of Israel, grew tired waiting for Moses to come down from the mountain of 

God. They talked Aaron into making them a golden calf that they could worship. God is 

the Creator not the created. Those that worship things they can see with their physical 

eyes are worshipping idols. The ox, under the name “apis,” was adored in Egypt, and even 

the dog and the monkey.  

In imitation of the Egyptian ox, the children of Israel made their golden calf, Exodus 22:4. 

 

They are substituting the worship of idols for the worship of the true: 

Isa. 2:8 “Their land is full of idols; the people worship things they have made with their 

own hands.” 

• Slide and story of baal worship in Birmingham, England – July 2022 @ 

Commonwealth Games. 

 

Although the false gods which men worship do not exist, demons often impersonate them. 

Jer. 10:2-5 “…they cut down trees, and carve an idol. They decorate it with gold and 

silver and then fasten it securely with hammer and nails so it won’t fall over. Their gods 

are like scarecrows in a cucumber field; they cannot speak, they need to be carried because 

they cannot walk. Don’t be afraid of such gods, for they can neither harm you nor do your 

any good.” 

Romans 1:24 “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of 

their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves:” 

“God gave them up” is a judicial term in Greek used for handling over a prisoner to his 

sentence. When men consistently abandon God, He will allow man to choose his own 

ways.   He accomplishes this: 
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1. Indirectly and immediately, by removing His restraint and allowing their sin to run 

its inevitable course, 

2. Directly and eventually, by specific acts of divine judgment and punishment. 

“Uncleanness”: A general term often used of decaying matter, like the contents of a grave.  

• It speaks here of sexual immorality which begins in the heart and moves to the shame 

of the body. 

Our heart condition determines what we are. 

Luke 6:45 “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth that which is 

good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth that which is evil: 

for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

How Did We Get To Where We Are? Part 2 

Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit of God. If we involve our bodies in sin, we have 

involved the Holy Spirit’s dwelling place.  

That is why sex sins of every kind are very evil: 

Homosexuality, lesbianism, adultery & fornication are of the worst type sins a person can 

commit, because they are all sins that involve the body.  

The first two are even worse than adultery, because they are unnatural to God’s order of 

creation.  

Romans 1:25 “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served 

the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.” 

A denial of God’s existence and His right to be obeyed and glorified. 

Which is greater, the thing created or the Intelligence who created it?  

In our society things like cars and homes are worshipped too.  

We must first realize who God is and then worship Him alone. 

Just the fact that He is eternal sets Him aside from all His creation. 

Romans 1:26-27 “For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 

women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:” “And likewise 

also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward 
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another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 

that recompense-[equivalent return of evil] of their error which was meet.” 

NLT = “They suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved” – because they 

made the choice and brought it upon themselves.” 

In these two verses – 26-27: Paul mentions the woman first to show the extent of 

debauchery under the wrath of abandonment, because in most cultures women are the last 

to be affected by moral collapse. 

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by God for this very sin. It is natural for Paul to 

write of this particular sin to the Romans, because this very sin was rampant in their 

society. God calls this sin an abomination.  

• It is also called against nature, which God created. 

Sex is for the procreation of life and these unnatural uses do not create life, they create 

death.  

There is such confusion among those who do not know the Lord that they can’t decide or 

refuse to admit: 

1. They don’t know what constitutes a woman. 

2. They are trying to tell us that a man can become pregnant. 

Romans 1:28 “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 

gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;” 

Reprobate or debased mind, in the sense it is used here, means (worthless, castaway, or 

rejected).  

• Debased translates a Greek word that means “not passing the test.”  

• It was often used to describe useless, worthless metals, discarded because they 

contained too much impurity. God has tested some mans’ minds and found them 

worthless and useless. 

I believe it is possible for a homosexual or lesbian to be saved, but only if they walk away 

from their old life.  

• I do not believe a person practicing homosexuality or lesbianism is saved. Things 

which are not convenient: means against nature. 

1Cor 6:9-10  “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
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men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 

nor swindlers will inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

Four of these sins relate to sexual sins, and two are specific to homosexual behavior. 

Lev. 18:3-30 do not become involved with detestable practices of sexual sins. 

• Lev. 18:22 sex between a man and another man. 

Verse 28 is saying that the Holy Spirit stops pursuing them for salvation. 

Romans 1:29-31 “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 

covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 

whisperers,” “Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 

things, disobedient to parents,” “Without understanding, covenant breakers, without 

natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:” 

V 29 reveals where the reprobate mind leads to all unrighteousness: 

• Fornication has to do with sex sin, adultery is one example, and also spiritual adultery 

(idolatry).  

• Covetousness includes greediness, wanting what others have, and fraud or extortion.  

• Maliciousness means all sorts of evil and meanness.  

• Malignity means bad character.  

• We know that covenant breakers are those who do not honor agreements they have 

made.  

2 Timothy 3:1-5 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” “For 

men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,” “Without natural affection, trucebreakers, 

false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,” “Traitors, heady, high-

minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;” “Having a form of godliness, but 

denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 

Our times are clearly seen here: 

2 Timothy and the Scriptures of Romans describe a people who are out of fellowship with 

God. We must repent and change now before God has turned our whole nation over to a 

reprobate mind. It is time to repent and turn to God. 

Romans 1:32 “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such 

things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 

them.” 
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This is not just ignorance but blatant rebellion. We know that God is displeased. Luke 

21:26 “Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are 

coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 

The entire earth is groaning for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to establish His 

Kingdom and righteousness on earth. 

We have arrived at this destination in our world because of man’s rebellion against God 

and His righteous ways. 

We can be restored and delivered IF we will turn to Him in repentance and follow His 

ways. 

I quoted 1 Cor 6:9-10 earlier as to who would not be allowed into the K.O.G;  

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 

inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

but v.11 gives us all hope by God’s grace and mercy- 

“And such were some of you; but you are washed, you are sanctified, you are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 

But you and I can be part of that remnant that does choose to be faithful to the Lord. 

WE HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO REPENT AND TURN TO GOD NOW. 

 


