
Hope is Our Anchor 
In the face of and midst of your adversity; there is always HOPE 

Hebrews 6:17-20 “God also, in His desire to show more convincingly and beyond doubt 

to those who were to inherit the promise, the unchangeableness of His purpose and plan, 

intervened with an oath. 

This was so that by two unchangeable things [His promise and His oath] in which it is 

impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we who have fled to Him for refuge 

might have mighty indwelling strength and strong encouragement to grasp hold fast the 

hope appointed for us and set before us. 

Now we have this hope as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul [which cannot slip and it 

cannot break down under whoever steps out upon it] that reaches farther and enters into 

[the very certainty of the Presence] within the veil.  

Where Jesus has entered in for us [in advance], a Forerunner having become a High Priest 

forever after the order/rank of Melchizedek.” 

 

• Anchors stabilize; and keep ships and boats from drifting at the mercy of the wind & 

waves of life’s unpredictable weather. 

This message is about Hope in a world of chaos and upheaval! 

This weekend, we are celebrating the 244th anniversary of the founding of the United 

States. 

• What a time of upheaval, chaos and uncertainty we are experiencing. 

 

1. One of the Old Testament/Covenant words for hope is tiqvah = “a cord, as an 

attachment to something/grounded, tied to, attached, rooted in hope of an outcome!” 

Tiqvah comes from another Hebraic word – qavah = “to bind together by twisting-

braided”  “To expect, wait, look eagerly for a particular outcome.” 

 

HOPE connects, braids us together with God. 

• According to Hebrews 6, Hope anchors us to the throne of God – “within the veil” as 

we are connected to our Faithful High Priest – Jesus. 

 

2. The same Hebrew word is also translated “wait” in Isaiah 40:31 

“Those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings 

like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.” 

• Hoping in God brings renewed strength to run life’s race without wearying and 

fainting. 
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Proverbs 13:12 “Hope deferred makes the heart sick; but when the desire comes forth, 

it is a tree of life.” 

 

• This describes the person whose hope has been lost or depleted: 

• Through the death of a loved one/friend. 

• A failed marriage or one that has never occurred/or is unstable 

• A business venture that did not succeed 

• A family member who suffers illness or being unsaved 

• A promise broken, betrayal or rejection or false accusations. 

• The list is numerous of what we can experience causing hope to be lost. 

 

Hope deferred has the potential of weakening your spiritual and physical being in several 

ways. It is all inclusive to both or spiritual and physical well-being. 

 

In this time, we’re living in, we need to understand the enemy’s tactics against and know 

how to war against his schemes with God’s weapons. 

 

1. Temptation to run AHEAD of God’s plan 

• Abraham and Sarah – 10 years of waiting on the promise from the Lord for a son. 

o They were already old when the promise first came. 

o God kept giving them words about His plans – but it just wasn’t happening in 

the time frame they expected. 

o Hopelessness got the upper hand and they took action on their own by 

running ahead of God and sought to fulfill the promise their own way. 

o The result was Ishmael creating a divided family and centuries of conflict. 

o Next they asked the Lord to bless what they had created – a self-solution to 

the promise. Genesis 17:18 “O, that Ishmael might live before You.” 

 

Our impatience demonstrates the mentality that we tell the Lord we are tired of waiting on 

His plan, so we come up with one of our own. 

• Question: “How’s that working out for you now?” 

 

God’s time and way is always the best time and way because He has the better plan for 

you. For above what you can think or imagine or comprehend. 

 

• The Lord refuses our hope – deferred plans because He has a supernatural element 

in our destinies that will keep us dependent upon Him for fulfillment. 

• So He gives us destinies that rise above anything we could possibly produce on our 

own. 
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• How about you; are you insisting on settling for a natural inheritance when you are 

destined for a supernatural one? 

 

2. Temptation to Run AWAY from God 

 

If satan can’t get us to run ahead of God; he will tempt us to run AWAY from God. 

• Failed expectations are devastating and crippling to us. “Hope, expectation 

[postponed] makes the heart sick.” 

• Our hearts get deflated like the air being let out of a balloon; sending our emotions 

spinning out of control. 

 

Guess what? You are human and it has happened to the best: 

The disciples thought Jesus was going to raise up an army and overthrow the Romans from 

Israel. 

• But they saw a Cross, Resurrection, the disappearance of their leader and they began 

the running process. 

Hebrews 6:18-19 from this message it tells us when disappointment and confusion come; 

our response should be to run to the Lord. He is our anchor. 

 

But we don’t always respond that way: 

John 21:3 “Simon Peter [leader] said to them, I am going fishing! They responded and 

said to him, and we are coming with you! So they went out and got into the boat, and 

throughout the night they caught nothing.” 

• Enough of this confusing stuff about preaching the gospel, healing the sick and 

raising the dead and casting out demons; I’m going back to what I know is 

comfortable. 

• Hopelessness creates despair - disorienting us, lose our bearings, focus, we want to 

run from what we don’t understand. 

• What you don’t realize is that you are running from your true purpose and 

destiny. 

 

v. 3 - “They caught nothing!” 

• Fished all night and came up empty handed, that’s not rewarding! 

• In His mercy and commitment to them, the Lord was saying: “I will not allow you 

to prosper in running away from ME, back to the old way of life.  

I’m committed to your destiny and My mission to allow that.” 

• He blessed them with a boat load of fish to let them know: 

o I’m Lord of the fish and the fishermen. 

o Even when you don’t understand, I want you to trust Me. 
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o Even though you no longer see Me all the time, I’m still with you – do not 

fear. 

o I am guarding My destiny for you – so return and get back to what I’ve called 

you to. 

o My will for you is not terminated – you’ll understand what I’m doing as you 

trust ME. 

 

That’s what He’s saying to you today: 

• When the plans change and you weren’t consulted or told – trust Him. 

• When nothing seems to make sense – don’t run away, He is close & preparing His 

plan for you as He was preparing a breakfast for those disciples on shore. 

 

3. Temptation to run FROM OUR ENEMIES 

 

Hope deferred tends to make us want to flee from our spiritual and emotional 

enemies! 

 

• Produces fear and uncertainty of ourselves, our faith and even our God and His 

promises. 

 

Hebrews 12:12-14 These believers were facing persecution and the temptation to 

compromise and become more like their oppressors and persecutors than to stand faithful 

to their relation with the Lord. Sounds familiar for us today – compromise/side with! 

They were encouraged to:  Hebrews 12:1-4  

“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us strip off and throw aside 

every encumbrance [unnecessary weight] and sin that clings to us and entangles us, and let 

us run with PATIENT ENDURANCE and steady and active persistence the appointed 

course of the race that is set before us, looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, 

who is the Leader and the Source of our faith and is also its Finisher. He, for the joy that 

was set before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Just think of Him who endured from sinner’s 

grievous opposition and bitter hostility against Himself, so that you may not grow weary 

or exhausted, losing heart and relaxing and fainting in your minds. 

You have not yet struggled and fought agonizingly against sin, nor have you yet resisted 

and withstood to the point of pouring out your own blood.” 

 

v. 12- 14 “So then, brace up and reinvigorate and set right your slackened and 

weakened and drooping hands and strengthen your feeble and palsied and tottering knees. 
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Cut through and make firm and plain and smooth, straight paths for your feet, so that the 

lame and halting limbs may not be put out of joint, but rather be cured. 

Strive to live in peace with everybody and pursue that consecration and holiness without 

which no one will see the Lord.” 

 

Today, we need to stop magnifying our enemies and making them larger than the Lord as 

Israel did: 

Numbers 13:33 “We became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and were such in 

theirs.” 

• Hope deferred will distort your vision causing you to look at your enemy or problems 

or situations through a magnifying glass. 

• This will cause a negative over-reaction. 

 

In December 1914, a great fire destroyed Thomas Edison’s laboratories in West Orange, 

NJ, wiping out two million dollars’ worth of equipment and all the records of much of his 

life’s work. 

The next morning, walking around the charred embers of his hopes and dreams, the 67-

year-old Edison said: 

“There is great value in disaster. All our mistakes are burned up. Thank God we can start 

anew.” 

 

• You can’t beat a man or woman who has hope in God & His promises as their anchor. 

• To them, God will always be bigger, greater, more powerful than all the giants. 

 

Psa. 2:1-4, 6-9, 11-12 “Why are the nations in an uproar and the people devising a vain 

thing? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against 

the Lord and against His Anointed, saying: Let us tear their fetters apart and cast away 

their cords from us! He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. But as for 

Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain. Worship the Lord with 

reverence and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, 

and you perish in the way. For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who 

take refuge in Him!” 

 

The Prophet Jeremiah, looking at the hopeless smoldering ruins of Jerusalem said this: 

 

Lamentations 3:21-24 “This I recall to my mind; therefore, I have hope. Through the 

Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  

They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.  

The Lord is my portion, says my soul, therefore I hope in Him.” 


