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So The Enemy Thinks He Has You Where He Wants You? 

 

Admittedly so, Paul’s Christian life was rather dramatic and sometimes extreme. But that’s 

because his commitment to the Lord was radical and total. 

• If he’d remained a Pharisee he would have enjoyed a comfortable and prosperous 

life and been popular among all the Jewish nation. 

• After his encounter with the Resurrected Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus, he 

was never the same. 

• His driving passion to make Christ known to all men consistently put his life in peril 

and also was very challenging for those who partnered with him. 

• It is said about the cities Paul preached the Gospel in that there was a combination 

of both revival and riots that broke out. 

Many would believe on the Lord Jesus and be converted, but there were always 

those who didn’t chose eternal life that would stir up trouble for Paul and his teams. 

 

In Acts 23 and other chapters, we are seeing Paul is driven to return to Jerusalem to report 

to the Apostles what’s been accomplished on his ministry trips. 

Rather than being popular among the Jewish culture, he’s now considered a hunted man 

and in danger of being killed. 

• Paul has earned the title of being “The Ring Leader” of the sect called The Way, of 

following Jesus of Nazareth. 

• His teaching on being saved/redeemed by having faith in Jesus/Yeshua as the 

Messiah was very abrasive to the Orthodox Jews who maintained one was justified 

with Yahweh by keeping the Law of Moses and Temple practices. 

 

Acts 23: 12-22 tells of the Jewish leaders plot to ambush and kill Paul to shut him up and 

cancel his message of the Gospel. 

 

• Previous chapters let us know Paul is imprisoned because of false charges against him 

by Jews coming from Asia who had previously caused trouble for Paul. 

• As he entered the Temple, they saw him and mobbed him and caused the people to 

become violent and mob rule erupted. 

• Paul was delivered by the Romans and taken into custody both for his safety and also to 

interrogate him as to the cause of this “uproar and confusion.” 

• Paul appears before both Jewish and Roman officials, gives his testimony of conversion 

to Yeshua, declares his innocence of the false charges; but the Jewish Council stirs the 

people up to riot level again and the Romans government has to intervene again. 
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Now is when the plot is contrived to have Paul brought back to the Jewish Council to be 

questioned, but a group of 40 have vowed to not eat nor drink until they have killed Paul. 

 

I’ve detailed this [but there’s much more in chapters 21-23] to show that the situation is 

not looking good in Paul’s favor and there are people who want to see him dead so they 

can shut him up from declaring the Gospel. 

 

• Paul is incarcerated because of the enemies of the cross he described in Phil. 3:18-19 

“I have told you often before, and say it again with tears in my eyes, that there are 

many whose conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of Christ. They are 

headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and 

they think only about this life here on earth.” 

Vv. 20-21 

“But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly 

waiting for Him to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and 

change them into glorious bodies like His own, using the same power with which He 

will bring everything under His control.” 

 

These enemies of the cross even use spiritual powers to attempt to defeat the glorious 

Kingdom of God: 

v. 12- “They banded together with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.” 

• The spiritual principles of binding together with an oath and add fasting to it are 

powerful tools that both the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness use because 

it creates unity for the cause and a sense of empowerment among the spirit realm where 

both angels and demons are activated. 

• This is why we fast and pray and meditate on the Word of God to humble ourselves so 

we will become sensitive to Holy Spirit to do God’s bidding. 

• We saw this recently when Christian prayer groups were praying at the Supreme Court 

building before Roe v Wade was overturned. 

As the Christians were praying and worshiping; groups of Satanists, witches and the 

occult also gathered and were very confrontational against the believers. 

Intercessors For America and other Christian groups reported that in all the years they 

have met to pray for the end of Roe v Wade at the Supreme Court, there had never been 

as aggressive a confrontation with the powers of darkness as on that day.  

 

The enemy thought they could stop Paul by intimidation & threats to kill him; but the Lord 

knows man’s plans well in advance. 
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What I find amazing in this passage of Acts 23:12-22 with Paul is: 

 

1. In the natural mind of assessing what was happening; it did not look good for 

Paul’s future. In the natural, the things happening in your life may not look good – 

BUT God 

• They were determined and intent on killing him to remove his voice. 

• His message of Yeshua saving by faith threatened their empire of religious control. 

• They were losing people to the message of Yeshua’s death on the cross is what 

brought salvation and deliverance to mankind. 

• They were losing control over the people. 

 

2. God uses man’s plans/schemes to bring deliverance for His people to accomplish 

His purposes on Earth.  

• The Lord used Pharaoh’s stubborn heart to bring and intensify the plagues on Egypt 

to reveal Yahweh was greater than the idol gods of the Egyptians. 

• The Lord used the Red Sea for Israel’s deliverance and the same sea for Egypt’s 

destruction to prove He was superior to their river god.  

 

1Kings 6:8-23 Elisha traps the Aramean’s 

King of Aram went to war against Israel and would confer with his officers to ambush 

Israel and defeat them. 

Every time they made a plan, the Lord would let Elisha know and he’d tell the King of 

Israel and they were delivered. This happened several times. 

The King of Aram was furious and thought someone among his army was being a traitor 

and telling their battle plans to Israel. 

His men denied it and let him know it was the Lord telling the Prophet Elisha that 

whatever the king spoke even in his bedroom/private was being reported to the King of 

Israel. 

The army went to search and capture Elisha. 

When they found him, they surrounded him with chariots and soldiers. 

Elisha’s servant came outside his residence and saw they’d  been surrounded in the night. 

He was very fearful, reported this to Elisha crying out: “Elisha, what will we do now?” 

Elisha’s response was: “Don’t be afraid! There are more on our side than on theirs!” 

Elisha prayed his servants’ eyes would be open in the spirit realm that he’d be able to see 

the angelic forces that surrounded the enemy armies. 

It happened. 

As the enemy advanced towards them, Elisha prayed again about vision – He prayed 

they’d be struck blind – and that happened. 
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He toyed with them saying they had gone the wrong way and were in the wrong place and 

if they’d follow him, he’d take them to the city of Samaria. 

When in the middle of the city, he prayed: “Lord, open their eyes and let them see.”  

They discovered they were in the middle of the city of Samaria – not good for the 

Arameans! 

The King of Israel cried out: “Should we kill them!” 

Elisha responded: “No, do we kill prisoners of war? Make a great feast for them and feed 

them and then send them home to their master.” 

After that, the Aramean raiders stayed away from the land of Israel. 

 

My prayer for those who are opposing God’s work is: 

• Lord, reveal their battle strategies to the people of God and those in authority who 

need to know to do something about this. 

• Lord, blind the enemy from being able to carry out their plans of attack. 

• Lord, bring them to a knowledge of Your mercy – grace and provision for their lives 

through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 

“It’s not Gods will that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 

2Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not being slow about His promise, as some people thing. No, He 

is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants 

everyone to repent.” 

 

Psa. 3:1-7 “O Lord, I have so many enemies; so many are against me. So many are 

saying, God will never rescue him. But You, O Lord, are a shield around me; You are my 

glory, the One who holds my head high, I cried out to the Lord, and He answered me from 

His holy mountain. I lay down and slept, yet I woke up in safety, for the Lord was 

watching over me. I am not afraid of ten thousand enemies who surround me on ever side. 

Victory comes from You, O Lord. May You bless Your people.” 

 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

In the natural, this seemed to be a horrible defeat for both Jesus and His followers who 

were anticipating the Kingdom of God to usher in a wonderful, peaceful new era of living. 

 

Yet, the Lord took what the enemy and evil mankind did and used it for His glory and all 

of mankind’s benefit. 

1Cor 2:7-10   “The wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God – His plan that was 

previously hidden, even though He made it for our ultimate glory before the world began. 
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But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would not have 

crucified our glorious Lord. That is what the Scriptures mean when they say:  

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for 

those who love Him. 

But it was to us that God revealed these thing by His Spirit…”   

 

The plan was for Jesus to be prepared and sent to die as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins 

from before man was on earth: 

Rev. 13:8 describes Jesus as “The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 

 

What about You and me 

 

Acts 23:11 The night Paul was first put into Roman prison, when it all looked like the 

end was near; the Lord Jesus appeared to him: 

“Be encouraged, Paul. Just as you have been a witness to Me here in Jerusalem, you must 

preach the Good News in Rome as well.” 

 

 In all of the confusion, turmoil, imprisonment, threat to life, abuse and arrests he went 

through; the Lord was using all of it to get him where He ultimately wanted him – in Rome 

to be a testimony. 

• What looks bad in your life is not orchestrated by the devil; Your God is bigger 

than the enemy and Your God is able to bring every circumstance – event – tragedy 

– challenge to work for your good. 

 

Rom. 8:28 “God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God 

and are called according to his purpose for them.” 

 

Psa. 37:12-13 “The wicked plot against the godly; they snarl at them in defiance. But 

the Lord laughs, for He sees their day of judgment coming.” 

v. 18-9 “Day by day the Lord takes care of the innocent, and they will receive an 

inheritance that lasts forever. They will not be disgraced in hard times; even in famine they 

will have more than enough.” 

 

Your God Is Able to Take the Circumstances Where the Enemy Thinks he Has 

You Where he Wants You To Destroy You – 

To Bring You To The Place The Lord Has For You To Fulfill His Will For 

You! 

 


