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Pursuing God’s Blessings Through the Beatitudes 

“I Choose to Endure the Cost: The Price & Reward of a Godly Life” 

Matt. 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in Heaven.” 

• This, the eighth Beatitude, is different than the other seven. 
• The first seven describes the life that God calls us to pursue: 

o Cultivate a life of poor in spirit that mourns over our sins leading us to meekly 
submit to the will of God which produces hunger and thirst for His righteousness 
causing the fruit of mercy-purity-peace to follow. 

 
This eighth Beatitude describes the fruit or result of living the life Christ calls us to live. 
Jesus identifies two outcomes to expect from living the Godly life in Christ: 
1. You will be persecuted by the world. 
2. You will have a great reward in heaven. 
 
Where did persecution first begin; where all things first began – In the Garden of Eden. 

• Adam and Eve’s two sons came along and as parents; they hoped they would love 
each other and be great friends. 

• But Cain fought his brother Abel and killed him – Why? 
1John. 3:12 “as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what 
reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brothers were 
righteous.” 

• Abel was killed for “righteousness sake” Cain hated the light that was in his 
brother’s life. 

 
From Moses to Paul – All Persecuted 
 
The persecution of believers did not end with Cain and Abel. 

• Joseph was persecuted by his brothers – later thrown into prison because he pursued 
purity in the house of Potiphar – Gen. 37,39. 

• Moses was rejected by the very people he led – Ex. 17. 
• Elijah was despised and persecuted – 1Kings 18-19. 
• Nehemiah was opposed and defamed – Neh. 4. 
• Jeremiah was thrown into a cistern Jer. 38. 
• Daniel was sent to the lion’s den – Dan. 6. 
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• His three friends were cast into a fiery furnace – Dan. 3. 
 
In the N.T.  

• John the Baptist was beheaded by Herod – Matt. 14 
• Stephen was martyred – Acts7. 
• Peter & John were arrested and beaten & imprisoned – Acts 12, Rev. 1 
• Paul endured relentless persecutions spanning the entire course of his life – 2Cor. 11 

 
It didn’t stop there: 

• Persecution spilled over to all the followers of Christ – Phil. 1:29 “It has been 
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in Him but 
also suffer for His sake.” 

• 2 Thess. 1:4 to a church born into persecution: “We ourselves boast about you in the 
churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the 
afflictions that you are enduring.” 

• 1Peter 4:12 Peter saying this: “Don’t be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” 

 
Wow -  when we are opposed, hated, harassed, belittled, slandered, physically persecuted, 
mocked on account of our pursuit of the Godly life, we should not be asking  

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING TO ME? 
SUFFERING FOR BEING A CHRISTIIAN IS NORMAL 

AND WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED WHEN IT HAPPENS 
 
2Tim. 3:12 “All those who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
 
The Roots of Persecution 
 
The roots of persecution lie in the hostility of the human heart and that of the enemy 
toward God and His Kingdom. 
Rom. 8:7 “…the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and 
peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God…” 
 

• Not neutral, but hostile. 
• The wicked hate God and the more you and I become like Jesus, they will hate us 

also. 
• Jesus’ words: Matt. 10:22; Matt. 24:9; Mark 13:13; Luke 21:17; 
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John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it 
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hates you.” 
John 15:20 “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 

 
If you are a cold, complacent, compromised believer, not reflecting your Lords character, 
the world will ignore you; but when Christians are serious about pursuing righteousness, 
mercy, purity, and peace; you will get under the skin of the world and it will turn on you. 
 
People who do evil hate the light – John 3:20 “Everyone who does evil hates the 
Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.” 

• If the Light is in you; the sinner has to confront his continued resistance to God and 
the more you display the Light; they will resist you and avoid and fight you. 

• It is a clash of the spirit worlds. 
 
There are two forms of persecution: 
1. Physical persecution involving intimidation, violence, and even death. 
2. Persecution of the tongue – “when people revile you and speak all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on My account.” Matt. 5:11 
 
How should we respond to persecution? 
• Some believers live their lives “under the radar” by not allowing others to know they 

are believers. Could that be right? 
• Some say “run, flee to the mountains, or fight back.”  “Live and let live.” 
• Others say stay and suffer the abuse that is handed out to you as a believer in Christ. 
 
Which is right? 
 The easiest way to avoid pain, trouble, conflict or opposition is to move on/run whenever 
it happens – AVOIDANCE. 
The teachings of Jesus on persecution should make us cautious to this approach: 
“Somehow there seems to be the idea of suffering means you are doing something wrong. 
The problem is amplified because of the mobility of our society. We change jobs, 
neighborhoods, churches, and long term commitments are a rare cultural phenomenon. 
People are accustomed to moving from place to place based on convenience, the 
opportunity to become more productive, and escaping from suffering and unpleasant 
relationships. Moving on is the formula for spiritual infancy/immaturity.” 
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PERSEVERING THROUGH INCONVENIENCE, STRUGGLING TO BE 
PRODUCTIVE AGAINST ODDS, ENDURING SUFFERING, AND STICKING IT 
OUT IN UNPLEASANT RELATIONSHIPS IS WHAT GOD USES TO PRODUCES 
CHARACTER IN US. 
 
Nothing of value has ever been accomplished without pressing on through difficulty: 
Don’t take oppression, pressure, frustration, disappointment, or fear as the indicator that 
it’s time to move on or run. 
 
Scenarios for you to find Gods’ will and choose from: 
 

Is it sometimes right to take the path of least resistance? 
• When, how would you know? 
Jesus’ words: Matt. 10:16 “I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so 
be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” 
• Not: The world is a pack of wolves ready to tear you apart, so go ahead and let them 

do it.” 
• He tells us that in the light of the hostility and danger, we must have wisdom and 

learn to speak and act in the light of the threats/dangers we face and be careful not to 
speak and act in a way that un-necessarily provokes others to harm us. 

• Luke 4:30 Jesus passed through the crowd when they sought to kill Him. He 
would die on the cross and this was not the timing of the Lord for that. 

• There would be a time for Him to lay down His life; so we see a readiness to both 
lay down His life and move on to a place of safety. 

• Matt. 10:23 Jesus tells the disciples that when they are out doing Kingdom work, 
“if someone persecutes them in one town, flee to the next town.” 

 
So, how do we discern the difference and when to respond in the right way? 
• Moses fled to Midian after he killed the Egyptian – Ex. 2:15; but he stood with the 

people of God when Pharaoh mistreated them – Heb. 11:24-26. 
• David escaped when Saul sent his men to kill him – 1Sam. 19:12, but he stood when 

Saul came to a cave where David was hiding – 1Sam. 24:8. 
• Paul escaped when his life was threatened – 2Cor. 11:33, but he stood when he went 

to Jerusalem, knowing his imprisonments and suffering were waiting for him – Acts 
20:22-23 
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Great Blessing and Great Reward 
 

Great blessing and great reward are often found in the places of greatest difficulty! 
 

Jesus pronounces those who are persecuted and reviled as “Blessed” and says their 
“Reward” will be great. 
 
1Peter 4:14 “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit 
of glory and of God rests upon you.” 
 
Phil. 3:10 “…that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, in order that I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead.” 
 
We are invited to walk with Jesus even through the sufferings; there we will also find the 
blessings in the hardest places of life. 
 
Matt. 5:12 Jesus says:  “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.” 
• Reward = “what you’re given when you suffer evils that would not have been gained 

otherwise.” 
• These are not like “frequent flyer rewards” earned but yet there is a promise of: 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you…Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven.”  Mat. 5:11-12. 

 
Theologian and writer John Piper states: 

“America is one of the hardest places in the world to be a Christian.” 
“The blessings of freedom lead us to expect a comfortable life, and comfort soon produces 
lethargy of spirit, which in time, leads to fear and cowardice.  
The idol of comfort must be torn down and that happens through fasting, giving, serving, 
and risking, none of which is attractive to Christians whose primary goal is comfort and 
convenience.” 
 
The Lord may be using this time of shaking to wake us up out of our comfort zones to 
cause us to turn back to Him with ALL our hearts.  
First as His people and then as a nation to return to our destiny and heritage He has for us. 
 
Are you willing, hungry and thirsty to embrace His dealings with you to break you, refine 
you, cleanse you, bring you back to a first love of Him and His purposes? 


