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WOWC - Graduation 2020 

Prov. 16:33 “The lot is cast into the lap; buts its every decision is from the Lord.” 

AMPC: “The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is wholly of the Lord [even the events 
that seem accidental are really ordered by Him.]” 

Contemporary English Version:  “We make our own decisions, but the Lord alone 
determines what happens.” 

Lot – a small stone used to cast lots, which means a portion or destiny. 

Cast into the lap – lap the bosom, midst, within a person.  

 

The casting of lots was used in ancient days to determine an answer for difficult decisions, 
appointing leaders [such as the appointment of a new Apostle after Judas Iscariot was 
gone] – Acts 1:26 

 

You have been investing the last several years of your lives in training and receiving an 
education.  

The honest truth for most of you - you are just glad it’s over and you made it through. 

Especially in this time of disruption with Covid – 19 virus & other stressful circumstances. 
You are the generation that will never forget this past year: 

• Your year was interrupted and you finished your studies online or some other virtual 
method. 

• What a stretch for you, your instructors and certainly for your family as you were 
locked away in your rooms finishing assignments. 

• Your normal routine of dorm life was interrupted and you were sent home – 
Bummer! 

• But now, here today, you can stand in front of your WOWC Church family and we 
CELEBRATE you and we are proud of your accomplishment in the face of a 
difficult challenge. YOU DID IT! 

 

Speaking of Challenges: You are a generation faced with some tremendous challenges 
ahead of you: 
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• Not just deciding where you will attend college/university/or the work force or when 
it will be available to start or if you will be able to attend/find a job. 

• Not just for those of you who have finished and are faced with paying off school 
loans. 

• Not just for those who have to make a decision to find a job that compliments your 
skill and education. 

• But sadly, a generation that is facing major social, cultural and spiritual upheavals of 
the like not seem in many decades. 

I would describe you as a Jeremiah Generation: 

Jer. 1: 4-10 “Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a 
prophet/spokesperson to the nations.  

Then I said, [or you may say] “Wait a minute, Lord God! I do not know how to speak, 
because I am too young and inexperienced.” 
But the Lord said to me, [as He says to you today], “Do not say, I’m a youth, because 
everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak. 
Do not be afraid of them, [people and their opinions], for I AM with you to deliver you, 
declares the Lord.  
Then He stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, Behold, I 
have put My words in your mouth. See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and 
over kingdoms, to pluck down and break down [the evil and wrong systems in place], to 
destroy and to overthrow [the corruption & compromise], and to build and to plant- 
[rebuild and plant a new thing that is right.]” 
 

Jeremiahs challenge: 

Jeremiah was called from his mother’s womb to speak to the injustices of his times. 

• Israel was in moral failure as they had turned away from the Lord and were serving 
idols that led the people to offer their children to Molech and other deities requiring 
their children to be living human sacrifices. Not any different from abortions today. 

• Jeremiah was called to be a Prophetic – Reformer: one who saw the generation’s sins 
against the Lord and called them back to Repent and serve the True God of Heaven. 
As a Reformer, he would decry sins against oppressing foreigners, orphans, widows 
and the poor and innocent unborn children & call for Repentance but also REFORM. 

• In order to please the Lord, there had to be changes in the way they were living and 
treating other people. 
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• Jeremiah had to stand in the face of those who were used to doing the things they did 
for a long time and did not want to change. 

• He called for Repentance - Righteousness and Reform to a culture that was 
seemingly deaf to what the right thing to do was. They had lost sensitivity to others on 
behalf of seeking what was comfortable for themselves. 

• Jeremiah was shock therapy to that culture that needed a “WAKE UP CALL!” 

 

This is what you are called to be in your generation. 

• A voice of Righteousness of the way of the Lord. 
• A Reformer to not only speak, but find ways of action to lead people to Repent – 

change and do the right things. 
• A Catalyst that is injected into the culture to bring about change. 

Catalyst = “an agent that provokes or speeds significant change or action.” 

 

The Lord did use Jeremiah to bring Repentance – Reform to his day. 

The Lord is looking for people today to take up the cause to call a nation and people back 
to His purposes. 

Will you take what you’ve learned and lay it at His feet and allow Him to use your life, 
gifts and talents to Wake Up the culture around you to Righteousness? 

 

Here are His promises to you: 

Prov. 23:18-19 “Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off. Hear, my 
son/daughter and be wise and direct your heart in the Way.” 

Isa. 40:31 “Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” 

Prov. 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In ALL your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your 
paths.” 

Prov. 16:3 “Commit your works to the Lord and your plans will be established.” 

Jer. 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare, and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 


