
What will it take to make it through where we are now? 

 

Jeremiah 2:13 The Lord speaks through this broken, teary eyed prophet – 

“My people have done two evil things: 

1. They have turned away from Me 

2. They dug their own water cisterns. 

I am the source of living water; those cisterns are broken and cannot hold water.” 

 

If you like to live by lists, you’ll like this verse.  

It’s not a long list, but God gives a list of two things He saw happening in His people then 

and what the problem is in His church today: 

 

 Two things created the problems the church faces and the issues that revolve around 

what is happening today:   Two Actions that have been taken. 

 

1. You have rejected Me. 

2. You have replaced Me. 

 

You have rejected what I want to do and you have replaced what I want to do with your 

own things that are happening in your life. 

 

Somehow, along the way; the people of God decided and concluded that the God who had 

saved them – the God who had delivered them – the God who had brought them through 

the flood and the fire – was no longer God enough to see them through what was 

happening in their lives. 

 

Now, instead of leaning on Him, it was up to them – their abilities, their capabilities, their 

ingenuities. 

In a new and hostile age they found themselves in, they found they were no longer 

dependent upon the transcendent presence of God, but instead, leaned heavily on the arm 

of the flesh and what they could deliver for themselves. 

 

So the Lord used the image of wells and talked to them of the importance of wells and 

water. 

Wells are essential in the desert: 

 You don’t dare take a trip out into or across the desert without water. 

 Wars were fought over wells and water rights. 
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Genesis 21:25 Abimelech and Abraham’s people came to blows over wells and water 

rights in the desert. 

 Abraham thought so much of the well that he went to war to protect it; now, His 

people thought so little of it that they carved out cisterns and plastered them up. 

 But they cannot give you life giving water, they can’t even hold the water that you 

put in them. 

 They may look good, and you think they will produce what you want and what you 

need, but they are unable to deliver what you need in a time of crisis. 

 You have rejected God as King and you have replaced God with man; and now the 

inevitable will happen – disaster is coming. 

 Jeremiah stood and wept as a nation went into captivity. 

 

Now, what in the world does that have to do with us? 

We are a long way removed from those days, OR ARE WE? 

 

In America, the Bible believing – Spirit filled church understands that we are under 

attack: Things are not like they used to be and will never return to what it once was. 

 

 It doesn’t matter who’s elected to what office – that is not going to save us. 

 Yet, that doesn’t take away the responsibility we have of doing our best to elect the 

most Godly candidates possible – it just won’t save us. 

 

1 John 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 

wicked one.” 

 Everything but the Spirit filled praying church is under the influence of the 

devil/demons. 

 He is making war on God’s people. 

 

Question: What are you going to do as days get darker? 

What are you going to do as they encroach more and more on us as believers 

taking away our rights to worship and our belief systems and the freedom to 

speak of the name of Jesus? 

How are we going to respond when the court cases don’t go in our favor? 

What are we going to do as false religions grows stronger because they are 

honored by government, and the unchurched among us grows larger & as 

fewer church people even know anything about the fundamentals of 

scripture? 

What is the church going to do in this world? 

  



What will it take to make it through where we are now? 

www.wowcenter.org   3 

Possibilities:  

 Some will rely on the courts. We are trying to get righteous judges in the courts to 

make good decisions. We should be making that effort. 

o But what are we going to do when decisions are made that are not righteous?  

They are being made now. When the decisions don’t go our way. 

They take away or ignore our rights and infringing upon our abilities. 

How are we going to respond when the limitations start to really come? 

 

 Some will try to hide away in a cave.  Some save up their bullets, guns, butter and 

bread and are going to stand off till Jesus comes or they die resisting. 

“When someone comes to get our bullets, bread and butter; we’ll shoot them – 

Praise God.” 

That sounds good, except when we’re supposed to be a city set on a hill & the light 

and the good news; it’s hard to minister to someone & tell them Jesus loves them 

when you’re shooting at them over a loaf of bread. 

 

 Some are going to hide away till the Holy Ghost bus comes and takes them to 

heavenly Disney Land before it gets really bad. 

We tend to Americanize the Gospel and believe it can’t happen to us, we’re special 

people in the world, God wouldn’t let us suffer as other believers are. 

Bad things do happen to God’s good people. 

 

So, what are we going to do, how are you planning on dealing with those days, are you 

planning on dealing with those days? 

 

Are we going rely on carnal man, are we going to run away and try to hide? 

 

May I suggest another option that has always worked for God’s people when the world 

went sideways: 

 

How about instead of hiding away, or leaning on carnal people; How about we dig 

some old wells from the Word of the Lord and once again - experience the power of 

God come and make us what He wants and needs for us to be in this present world? 

 

How about us crying out to God in broken, sustained prayer and allowing Him to 

transform us into vessels so that mighty acts of God are accomplished through the power 

of the Holy Spirit through us? 

 Jesus is coming back for a church that is on fire, not one hiding somewhere hoping 

something bad doesn’t happen. 
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He’s coming back for someone who will dare to stand up in a dark day and declare the 

glory of the Lord is greater than the darkness of the enemy. 

 

Greater is that One that is in us, then the one who is against us. 

 

When we talk about re-digging and receiving the freshness of the water of the Spirit in our 

lives; there are some painful confessions to make: 

 

Paul talked about this: 

Gal. 3:3 “Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made 

perfect-complete-mature by the flesh?” 

 

 Do we believe that that which began in the fire of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost can 

be accomplished now through carnal – human – secular means? 

 

One of the biggest problems we and every church is facing today is: 

 The power and the presence of the Holy Spirit has been substituted for plastered up 

cisterns that look really good, but can’t produce water and they can’t hold what God 

wants to pour in them. 

 We cannot compromise and live like the world and expect God’s presence and 

power to work among us: Gods standards haven’t changed even though the world 

has: 

Ephesians 4:17-32 “I’m telling you this, you shouldn’t live your life like the unbelievers 

anymore. They base their lives of pointless thinking, and they are in the dark in their 

reasoning. They are disconnected from God’s life because of their closed hearts. They are 

people who lack all sense of right and wrong, and who have turned themselves over to 

whatever feels good and to practicing every sort of corruption along with greed. 

But you didn’t learn that sort of living from Christ…instead, renew the thinking in your 

mind by the Spirit and clothe yourself with the new person created according to God’s 

image in justice and true holiness. Therefore: 

 Get rid of lying, tell the truth.  

 Be angry but sin not and don’t let the sun go down on your anger. 

 Don’t provide an opportunity for the devil. 

 Don’t let foul words come out of your mouth – cursing and swearing and negativity 

and criticism. 

 Don’t make the Holy Spirit unhappy because you are sealed with Him till the day of 

redemption. 

 Put aside all bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, slander. 
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 BE KIND, COMPASSIONATE, AND FORGIVING TO EACH OTHER, IN THE 

SAME WAY GOD FORGAVE YOU IN CHRIST.” 

 

 Our culture has grown tired of us through progressive antagonism or passive apathy 

towards the church. They either hate us or they don’t even know we’re here. 

 They despise us for what we stand for, or we’re so weak and anemic that they don’t 

even know we exist. 

 That is why there are churches across America where thousands of people within the 

shadow of the building are totally unaffected by what’s going on. 

 

It doesn’t have to and should not be that way! 

 

Let God flow again in our lives so that the world around us may know there is a God that 

loves them and has the power to bring their lives into His good plan for them. 

Our God wants to bring the Third Pentecost to ignite our souls so lost people see the 

reality of God in our lives and are drawn to Him. 

The fire of the Holy Spirit can change us so they see Him. 

 

The church of yesterday had some things we don’t have today: 

 Some of those old well diggers knew how to pray and let the Holy Spirit take 

control & lead their lives with power that was persuasive to attract lost people to 

God. 

 They had a passion for Jesus some of us don’t have, but need to get. 

 They relied on the will of the Holy Spirt so much that they wouldn’t do some 

things, wouldn’t live some ways if they thought it might remotely offend the flow 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 They didn’t have all the nice buildings and modern media and tools we have today; 

but when they gathered to pray and worship, the fire of the Holy Spirit fell and 

transformed their lives and their communities. 

 The result was that drunks and addicts, adulterers and fornicators, the backslidden 

and the indifferent, the prodigal sons and daughters, husbands and wives fell under 

conviction and came to the Lord. 

 When they were saved, you didn’t have to beg them to come back to church and 

serve the Lord. They received a living relationship that delivered them and set them 

free from the power of sin. 

We need to become hungry and thirsty to re-dig a well in our personal lives that will open 

the heavens for a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit so the glory and power of the Lord will 

once again work among us. 

 



What will it take to make it through where we are now? 

www.wowcenter.org   6 

I’m all for church growth and having a house full of folks. 

But the devil will let you have a full house as long as you don’t have the power of God 

operating to set people free from bondages and bring deliverance to your community. 

 

The devil doesn’t care how many programs or ministries we have, but what matters is that 

they are Holy Spirit energized to set people free from bondages, lusts and destructive 

habits. 

 

Here is the challenge I believe the Lord is laying before the WOWC congregation: 

 

Unless we re-dig the well of Pentecostal Power, we don’t have a chance in the days to 

come! 

Unless we experience a fresh infill and outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s power, the enemy is 

going to roll over us and leave us defeated and powerless and our sons & daughters and 

other loved ones we want to see delivered lost for an eternity. 

-0- 


