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Pentecost Sunday –  

“Four Things Critical To The Success Of The Early Church” 

 

John 16:7 “I tell you the truth; it is expedient [advantageous] for you that I go away; for 

if I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 

you.” 

 

 Jesus knew that while He was on the earth, He would walk among them; but when 

Holy Spirit, the Promise of the Father came, God would be living IN His people by 

Holy Spirit. 

 The infilling of the Holy Spirit initiates deeper communion with the Father and the 

Son – Jesus. 

 

There are four things the Holy Spirit did for the first century believers that we still need 

Holy Spirit to do through us today for the church to be successful. 

 God has called His church – His called out ones to be relevant in today’s culture. 

 

The Spirit of Pentecost moves people to work against the spirit of the age! 

 To move against the spirit of greed, lust, corruption of this world. 

 Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth and Righteousness, Peace and Righteousness and 

even Joy. 

 Holy Spirit comes to bring a differentiation between Gods Kingdom and the 

kingdom of darkness.  

 Pentecost is the answer to what ails us today: social, cultural issues and racial issues. 

 Pentecost is the prescription to the problems of today. 

 

Acts 2: 1 “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in 

one place.” 

 500 people were told to come to Jerusalem by Jesus as He ascended. 

 120 men & women made it, where were the 380 after the 10 day waiting? 

 

Vv 2-3 “Suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 

it filled whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided 

tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.” 

 The sound filled the house, the fire was individual. 
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Vv 4-5 “They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, 

as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men 

from every nation under heaven.” 

 Every nation was represented by the Jews gathered because Pentecost was one of 

the main feasts the men had to attend each year. 

 

Vv 6-7 “And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were 

confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all 

amazed and marveled, saying to one another, Look, are not all these who speak 

Galileans?” 

 The crowd noted that these were Galileans, simple folk, even uneducated common 

people.  

 It was noted by religious leaders: Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of 

Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned [illiterate] and ignorant men, 

they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, [recognized] that they had been 

with Jesus.”  

 How are they able to speak in the various languages of the different nationalities? 

 

v. 14-16 “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, 

men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my 

words. For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day – 

9AM. But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

 Under the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were exuberant and joyful and had 

similar characteristics of those who are drunk. 

 Peter was directing the people that what they had read in the scriptures was being 

fulfilled before their very eyes on that day.  This is that! 

 

v. 17 “It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on 

all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, 

your old men shall dream dreams.” 

 

What is Pentecost? 

Every Christian group believes that Pentecost is the birth of the Church. 

 Evangelicals, Catholics, Mainliners all believe this was the birth of the Church. 

 Pentecost was the feast that happened 50 days after the Ascension of Jesus to 

Heaven/Passover Feast season. 
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 As the Jews were gathered from the nations for Pentecost; the Holy Spirit was 

poured out on the disciples to proclaim the gospel and the result was a great harvest 

of 3,000 souls coming into the Kingdom of God. 

 This launched the ministry of the disciples into all the world as Jesus had told them 

would happen. 

 

Why does Pentecost matter to us 2,000 years later? 

 

 It is factual that the fastest growing Christian churches today are those who preach 

the gospel emphasizing the Holy Spirit filled life and demonstrating the power of 

God’s supernatural gifts, deliverances and healings. 

 We need the power of Holy Spirit to override the Covid virus and every other virus 

and pandemic that comes upon the face of the earth and every anti-Christ teaching 

and movement that comes to devalue the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Four Cultural Things From the Early Church That Apply to Us Today 

 

 Pentecost solved cultural issues then and it can solve those issues now 

 

1. The Early Pentecostal Church Addressed Cultural Issues- 

 Pentecost broke barriers & solved cultural issues. 

v. 17-18 “It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My 

Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall 

see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. Even on My bond slaves and both men 

and women, I will in those days pour out My Spirit and they shall prophesy.” 

 

1. Pentecost deals with the age barrier – young men and older men, young women 

and older women. 

2. Pentecost deals with the gender issue - men and women of all ages. 

 Dreams, visions, prophesy, no limits. 

3. Pentecost deals with the racial issue – entire nations of people were gathered and 

now included in the Kingdom of God. V. 5 

Vv 6-7 “And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were 

confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all 

amazed and marveled, saying to one another, Look, are not all these who speak 

Galileans?” 
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4. Pentecost deals with the “haves and the have nots” – the bond servants, slaves. 

 

18 “Even on My bond slaves and both men and women, I will in those days pour out 

My Spirit and they shall prophesy.” 

 

Pentecost brings God’s Love and Power to: 

 

 I break the barrier of Age 

 I break the barrier of Gender 

 I break the barriers of Nationality 

 I break the barrier of the haves and the have nots 

 I break the barrier of class systems of free and slave, of those who try to out 

maneuver others because of race/culture. Of who’s better than one or the other? 

 

That’s why in Christ there is neither male nor female, slave nor free 

Gal. 3:27-29  “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek/Gentile, there is neither bond nor free, there is 

neither male nor female: for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 Sure we can honor one another’s cultural background and heritage and customs; but 

in the Kingdom of God; we are all equal and loved by the same Heavenly Father 

who calls us all to be His children and people. 

 We have the same Lord and Father of us all. We all had to come into His Kingdom 

the same route through faith in the blood of His precious Son Jesus/Yeshua. 

 

Pentecost breaks the barriers so that we all can enter the Kingdom of God: 

Rev. 7:9 “I beheld, and a great multitude which no man could number of all nations, 

and kindred’s- [races/clans], people and tongues stood before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms in their hands.” 

 

Pentecost deals with the cultural issues still relevant today: 

If we would get this revelation in our spirit: 

 We wouldn’t have black churches, or white churches or segregated assemblies of 

cultures on Sunday mornings, or tongues speaking or non-tongue speaking. 

 We’d just be His Body representing His love for all people. 

 You talk about inclusivity – that’s what Pentecost will do when the Holy Spirit is 

allowed to rule the heart and mind of people 
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2. The Early Pentecostal Church Confronted Their Problems and Came Up With 

Resolutions 

 

They operated in the spirit of love and grace.  

 They weren’t perfect people; but Holy Spirit had come into them and they were 

family and community. 

 Yet, they still had some problems, just like you’re family has problems within it. 

 

1. Acts 5- Annanias and Sapphira sought to betray others by holding back some of their 

offering pretending they were giving the total amount. 

They were guilty of lying to the Holy Spirit and suffered consequences. 

 

2. Acts 6- The issue of the widows [Jewish vs. Hellenists- racial] not being properly 

looked after and some were neglected. They selected seven men of good report, 

wisdom and full of Holy Spirit to manage the situation. 

 

3. Gal.2 Conflict between Paul and Peter [two Titans of the faith] disagreed about 

circumcision vs. grace to be saved. Peter was hypocritical and stuck in some Jewish 

ways. 

 

4. Acts 15 Jerusalem council met to discuss what the requirements of salvation would be 

for the Gentiles vs. the Hebrews. Decision was mutually agreeable to all people and to 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Spirit of Pentecost empowered them to solutions to the cultural issues of their 

day and He is able to help the church  

lead the way to bring solutions to our culture today. 

 

We as the Church as called to be a counter culture to this worlds culture, 

to be leaven and salt and light to this decaying world. 

 

3. The Early Pentecostal Church Understood and Submitted To The Deep Work 

Within The Heart  

 

Acts 2:37 “When they heard this [Peter’s message], they were pierced to the heart, and 

said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? 

 Where is the cutting or piercing of the heart messages needed to day bringing 

revelation and conviction bringing us to God? 
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 The Spirit of God can take the Word of God and cut you, but not kill you. 

 Deal with your flesh and natural man and bring life to your spiritual man. 

 Pentecost is meant to circumcise you and cut away the flesh parts that are not 

needed in this new life with Christ. 

 

The message of the Gospel is not about entertaining you in church. 

The message of Pentecost is about bringing needed change to your life to make you a more 

dedicated/consecrated believer in this dark world. 

 

There’s too much consumer Christianity among God’s people today: 

 What’s in it for me? 

 What are you going to give me today? 

 What programs/ministries do you offer me and my family? 

 This is not the answer. 

 

We come to worship God and find what we can do for His Kingdoms advancement and to 

help/serve & give to others and put ourselves behind us. 

 

Pentecost answers this issue of Consumer Christianity: 

 We’re not here as consumers here to use up whatever we can 

 WE’RE TO BE PARTICIPANTS – SONS & DAUGHTERS. 

 

4. The Early Pentecostal Church Addressed Power Outages 

 

The spirit of fear seems to be the number one adversary of the church now: 

 Fear of speaking out against the anti-Christ culture, cancel culture of today that 

scoffs and mocks at any belief in God, Jesus Christ and the Bible as being the way 

to life and the meaning of morality. 

 

Acts 4:33 “With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and abundant grace was upon them all.” 

 Those early believers who lived through the persecutions of being stoned, crucified, 

fed to the lions, martyred would probably laugh at us today [if it wasn’t so pitiful] of 

our fears of being shut down by Covid [that’s not killing 98% of the people], afraid 

of a virus/plague or the threats of governmental intrusion of church operations. 

 Thank the Lord for those believers who have stood up to governmental leaders who 

have over-reached their powers just for the sake of restricting the church from 

operation. 
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 We need to look at our roots and see how far we have drifted away from being His 

influence HE intended for us to be in this culture. 

 

The early church was not afraid to die for what they knew was the truth as revealed 

in their resurrected Lord. 

 Heb. 2:15 “Deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 

to bondage.” 

That would describe most believers today, afraid of death or even dying to self - causing 

many to draw back in their faith and play it safe. 

 

Pentecost and Jesus answers the death question: 

 Why should we be afraid to die? 

 Paul says: “To die would be gain.” I choose death, but it’s better for you that I 

remain for this season. 

 To die is to be present with the Lord. 

 Everyone wants to be with the Lord, we just don’t want to die to get there. 

 

This is the Bible and the gospel and it is how the early church lived in the spirit of 

Pentecost. 

 

1. We need a fresh revelation of Pentecost! 

2. We need to live Pentecost, it’s not a one-time experience, but a daily lifestyle of 

presenting Jesus to a dying world. 

 

The Spirit of Pentecost moves people to work against the spirit of the age! 

 

3. We need a fresh outpouring of Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


