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Against All Odds 

Great stories from history need to be remembered to inspire us to never give up in the face 

of what seems to be impossible odds against us. 

Isa. 40:29-31 “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in 

the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar ion wings like eagles; they will run and 

not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” 

Gal. 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up.” 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the one who remains steadfast under trial, for when they have 

stood the test they will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who 

love Him.” 

George Washington's crossing of the Delaware River, which occurred on the night of 

December 25–26, 1776, during the American Revolutionary War, was the first move in a 

surprise attack organized by George Washington against Hessian forces (German 

auxiliaries in the service of the British) in Trenton, New Jersey, on the morning of 

December 26.  

 It was a maneuverer by Gen. Washington at a time when the morale and equipment of 

the Continental Army was at an all-time low – they had suffered many defeats. 

 Planned in partial secrecy, Washington led a column of Continental Army troops across 

the icy Delaware River in a logistically challenging and dangerous operation. 

 Washington's army was shrinking because of expiring enlistments and desertions, and 

suffered from poor morale because of the defeats in the New York area. 

 When Washington's army first arrived at McConkey's Ferry, he had four to six 

thousand men, although 1,700 soldiers were unfit for duty and needed hospital care. 

 The losses at Fort Lee and Washington placed a heavy toll on the Patriots. When they 

evacuated their forts, they were forced to leave behind critical supplies and munitions. 

Many troops had been killed or taken prisoner, and the morale of the remaining troops 

was low. Few believed that they could win the war and gain independence. 

 General Washington had been considering some sort of bold move since arriving in 

Pennsylvania. With the arrival of Sullivan's and Gates' forces and the influx of militia 

companies, he felt the time was finally right for some sort of action. 

 A wide variety of watercraft were assembled for the crossing, primarily through the 

work of militia men from the surrounding counties in New Jersey and Pennsylvania; 

the boats were operated by experienced watermen. 

 Washington's plan required the crossing to begin as soon as it was dark enough to 

conceal their movements on the river, but most of the troops did not reach the crossing 
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point until about 6 pm, about ninety minutes after sunset.[28] The weather got 

progressively worse – turning from drizzle to rain to sleet and snow. "It blew a 

hurricane," recalled one soldier. 

 In addition to the crossing of large numbers of troops (most of whom could not swim), 

he had to safely transport horses and eighteen pieces of artillery over the river.  

 Gen. Knox wrote that the crossing was accomplished "with almost infinite difficulty", 

and that its most significant danger was floating ice in the river.[ 

 Washington attacked an unsuspecting Hessian Col. Rall and his troops and in little time 

had scattered and divided them and ultimately won the battle. Only three Americans 

were killed and six wounded, while 22 Hessians were killed with 98 wounded. 

During the battle Colonel Rall was mortally wounded, while the Americans captured 

1,000 prisoners and seized muskets, powder, and artillery. 

 

What if Washington and the ill equipped men had given up, not pressed through and 

sacrificed their very lives to win this victory? 

 

What will happen if you and I give up just because the odds of America having a 3rd Great 

Awakening seem futile or non-existent? 

 What will happen to our kids and youth if we don’t defend them against the Trans 

and CRT and socialist movements of our day? 

 What will happen if we remain in complacency and don’t stand and speak up for the 

corruption that’s rampant in today’s culture? 

 

This could be just a thrilling story of heroism, but it should be very instructive to us as 

Christians.  

 We also feel we are a tiny force standing against who knows how many wicked 

spirits arrayed against us.  

 Maybe you see yourself fighting a losing battle against your own dreadful and 

powerful human nature. 

Whichever way we look at it, whether we are fighting Satan, ourselves, or this society, the 

good news is that we can win—if we stand, if we fight, and if we give it our all, so long 

as we do not betray ourselves to the enemy. 

I Timothy 1:18-19 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, having 

faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have 

suffered shipwreck, 

II Timothy 2:1-4 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 

faithful men who will be able to teach others also. You therefore must endure hardship 
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as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the 

affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

Paul tells to wage the good warfare.  

 We are in a fight. And we have to fight. And we do this because we are hopefully good 

soldiers of Jesus Christ.  

 He is the One who enlisted us. He is the One who through God's calling drafted us into 

His army. We are soldiers on the spiritual battle line. 

 This is not something new. 

   

 It is a very biblically based metaphor of the Christian life.  

Notice what Paul says that we need to win this fight.  

1. He said that we must have faith.  

 We have to believe the truth that we have been taught.  

 

2. Then- trust the King—the General—the Captain of our salvation to lead us and help us; 

trusting Him to supply help throughout all the many battles that we have to fight 

against whoever that enemy happens to be. 

 

 Among the worst things that can happen to an army is for the soldiers on the line to 

lose confidence in their commander, and His battle plan—they lose morale, they do 

not fight as hard, they give up, and they die. So, the first thing we need is faith. 

 

3. He says, that we need a good conscience.  

 While faith involves unwavering belief and trust, good conscience has everything to 

do with sound practice, and obedience to Christ's teachings. 

We might think of that good conscience as a function of our mind: 

Paul is not thinking that.  

He is thinking of how conscience is built or destroyed in a person. Remember he goes and 

talks immediately about how some people suffer "shipwreck" because they did not follow 

their conscience. 1Tim. 1:19 “Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having 

put away [pushed off, rejected, thrust away] concerning faith have made shipwreck 

[now stranded].” 

A good conscience is built, strengthened, and preserved by doing what is right, and 

experiencing how living the right way works. 

https://www.biblicaljesus.org/
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Your conscience is trained by doing in obedience & the fruit is being rewarded.  

To do something against your conscience—is a violation to yourself and always has bad 

consequences.  

So the quickest way to tear down your conscience is through sin and disobedience.  

Paul is emphasizing here, when we put it into the spiritual warfare metaphor that as good 

soldiers of Jesus Christ: 

 We must obey His orders without hesitation.  

 He says that as a good soldier, we must endure hardship—we need endurance. 

Our enlistment is not for a quick battle, and then to go back into civilian life.  

 It is not for a short war. We are to be career soldiers. 

As a career soldier we have to endure hardship for the rest of our lives.  

We have to be committed to it to the point where we are willing to go and to do whatever 

the Commander says. We have to continue battling—Satan, self, and society—until we die 

on the battlefield. There is no end to our enlistment except through death. We are enlisted 

for life. 

This sounds grim and rather hopeless sounding, that we have been enlisted to die. But it is 

not at all! Paul said in Hebrews 9:27 that it is given for all men once to die. We are going 

to die anyway. So why not die in the good cause doing the right thing? 

And besides that, if we die on the battlefield with Christ, only eternal glory in victory 

awaits.  

4. Paul says that a soldier under Christ must be dedicated and focused.  

Devoted to his duty. 

 A soldier cannot afford to be distracted—not by any means! Whether you are on 

guard duty, or on the battle line, distractions can be deadly.  

 Besides, our spiritual enemies are strong enough, and subtle enough—all of them; 

not just Satan, but the world and our human nature!  

 They are all strong enough, and subtle enough to take advantage of any and all 

lapses in our attention or commitment. They will exploit any gap in the line. They 

are primed to attack when we show even the least weakness. 

If you are not focused on the fight, if you do not have your heads in the game, if you are 

not watching every side, then your position will be overrun.  

 That is what they do. They attack. They assault. They test our defenses constantly. 
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How ready are you? How dedicated are you to the fight? How focused are you? How 

devoted are you to the Commander and His plan? 

This may seem to be old fashioned, but it is not.  

Psa. 80: 3-7, 12, 14-19 NLT 

“Turn us again to yourself, O God. Make your face shine down upon us. Only then will we 
be saved. O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies, how long will you be angry with our prayers? 
You have fed us with sorrow and made us drink tears by the bucketful. You have made us 
the scorn of neighboring nations. Our enemies treat us as a joke. Turn us again to 
yourself, O God of Heaven’s Armies. Make your face shine down upon us. Only then will 
we be saved. But now, why have you broken down our walls so that all who pass by may 
steal our fruit? Come back, we beg you, O God of Heaven’s Armies. Look down from 
heaven and see our plight. Take care of this grapevine that you yourself have planted, 
this son you have raised for yourself. For we are chopped up and burned by our enemies. 
May they perish at the sight of your frown. Strengthen the man you love, the son of your 
choice. Then we will never abandon you again. Revive us so we can call on your name 
once more. Turn us again to yourself, O Lord God of Heaven’s Armies. Make your face 
shine down upon us. Only then will we be saved.” 

It is as if I have read to you a newspaper article of today's news from the scripture above. 

This is what is happening in the land today.  

 We might put it into different words, and phrase things a bit differently, but that is 

basically what is happening in the world.  

 The culture is a mess; people do not know or help one another anymore. Instead, they 

oppress one another. 

The truth is hard to come by. Our leaders are in it only for their personal gain. Not many 

are in it for the sake of the land, the people, or God. 

So, we live in a time of similar corruption.  

And God is again looking for the few who will stand with Him at the spiritual Delaware 

River, who will defy the forces of evil, turn them back, and work for good. 

 

2Chron. 16:9  “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 

Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect [peaceable] towards Him.” 


