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Honoring God 

 

I have a few pet peeves in life as I’m sure we all do: 

• Most of them are related to drivers- 

o Those folk who fail to use the provided equipment on vehicles that indicate 

their next move in traffic – called the Turn indicator or blinker [as some call 

it]. 

o Or those who when coming from only two lanes of traffic to a 4 lane road 

who are traveling well below the speed limit; but ALWAYS choose to get in 

the left hand land designated for faster drivers or passing.  

Never fails – they slow everybody up while in one lane and then move to 

block the fast lane when the road opens up – Amazing driving skills. 

• I don’t enjoy sharing food –  

o In our effort not to overeat and stay healthy, we do split or share meals when 

eating out – most of the time. 

o In the times I am allowed to have my own meal to myself, what I really don’t 

appreciate is if Sylvia reaches over and “wants a bite of what’s on my plate!” 

Boys don’t share food well! 

My response is typically – “you have your own food, that’s what you 

ordered, eat what you ordered and leave mine alone!” 

To which she responds – “I just want a bite!” 

 

 

The odd thing is that we do the same thing to the Lord: 

• We have our stuff, our things, and our money. 

• We act as if it’s all ours, or so we like to think! 

• Then, we feel as though God is pestering us for a bite when He asks us to give our 

offerings. 

 

One of the basics of belonging to the community of believers called the church is learning 

to be a giver. 

 

• Most other expectations of being in community with other believers is more 

acceptable: 

o Meeting together for worship, prayer, ministry - service to others are things 

we get involved with. 

o But when the expectancy is to participate in the giving aspect; it can become 

controversial. 
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Psa. 107 encourages us with the imperative of giving: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!” 

• We give to God thanks because He is good, faithful and loving towards us. 

• A faithful church is a giving church, and a faithful believer is constantly giving 

thanks to God. WOWC is certainly a giving church when it comes to missions! 

 

We can all agree on the loving nature of the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1John 4:8 “…God is love.” 

• We don’t have the option to define God’s love any way we choose. 

• We dishonor Him when we redefine His terms of love. 

• One way we embrace God’s love is through the act of giving. 

• We are more like our Heavenly Father in His nature when we are givers. “God so 

loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…” 

• Loving and worship of God always involves the act of giving: a sacrifice, words, 

devotion, songs – action. 

 

Every Gift Matters to God 

 

Luke 21 Jesus tells the story of a giving widow 

• Jesus is observing people dropping their gifts in the temple box. 

• The rich were bringing their gifts – which Jesus commented that out of their 

abundance they gave. 

• The widow gave two small coins and Jesus uses this as a teaching moment pointing 

out she gave everything she had while the others gave from a surplus. 

• For those who struggle financially, Jesus teaches there is an incredible spiritual 

power in the small gifts from those who don’t have much but give sacrificially! 

• On the other hand Jesus also encounters the Rich young ruler in Luke 18 who 

thought he’d done enough to gain eternal life. 

• Jesus reminds him that eternal life is not based on a sliding scale of good works, but 

eternity is promised to those who surrender all to Him as Lord. 

• The rich young ruler refuses God’s grace because he could not give up his 

possessions. 

 

So, what’s our goal with our money? 

• Is it for the purpose of obtaining a higher standard of living or a higher standard of 

giving? 

• Jesus teaches us that rich or poor can live a righteous life as long as we make 

generosity our goal. 
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The issue is not wealth – whether you have it or not! 

• The issue is whether you are pursuing God or forgetting God. 

• All of your contributions matter to the Lord. 

• But our calling is not to give from the place of surplus, but to give from a place of 

sacrifice. 

 

Sacrificial Giving Changes You  

 

• Sacrificial giving is the antidote to greed! 

 

There are two types of greed we have to deal with: 

 

1. The first is driven by the desire for more STUFF- those who succumb to greed often 

want more material goods or more wealth.  

• When you want more – you give less. 

Luke 12:16-21 “He spoke a parable to them, saying, the ground of a certain rich man 

brought forth plentifully: and he thought within himself, saying, what shall I do, because I 

have no room where to bestow my fruits?  

• “Bestow” = means “to gather, collect, take in – hoard” 

And he said, this will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there I will 

bestow all my fruits and my goods.   “MY fruits and MY goods.” 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have much goods laid up for many years; take ease, 

drink, be merry. 

But God said to him, you fool, this night your soul shall be required of you: then whose 

shall those things be, which you have provided – “prepared, made ready” 

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 

 

• The proper attitude toward material things, based on a simple trust in a caring 

Father, should free us from the nagging anxiety about the physical necessities of 

life. 

• Worry is useless because life is in God’s hands. 

• God’s concern for our transitory – temporary needs indicates His great care for us as 

His highest creation. 

• Because God knows our needs better than we do. We should not allow material 

concerns to distract us from our primary aim of seeking the total Lordship of Jesus 

Christ. Luke 12:31-32 “Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all these things will be 

added to you. Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the Kingdom.” 
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• Provision in life follows those whose priorities are concerned with God’s way, work 

and will – His Kingdom. 

 

Sacrificial giving as described in Luke 12: 33 assures us of the promise of v. 34: 

“Sell what you have and give alms, provide yourselves money bags which do not grow 

old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth 

destroys” 

 

Promise of v. 34: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

2. The other form of greed is driven by the desire to be SAFE – 

• Some gather wealth to make them feel in control and safe. 

• Greed and materialism have a blinding effect on those who fall into this trap. 

• I’ve never done counseling with someone who admits to materialism or greed – 

adultery, lust, bitterness/unforgiveness – Yes, but never greed. 

• Greed and materialism are blinding sin. 

 

1Tim. 6:10 gives us the warning: “The love of money is the root of all evil. And some 

people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with 

many sorrows.” 

 

• You can love and crave money and possessions because you want more stuff or 

want to be secure; but both forms of greed are dangerous to your spiritual 

development. 

 

Sacrificial and committed giving is the solution to the issue of greed because sacrificial 

giving changes you spiritually. 

• If what you are giving does not cause you to change your life-style, then it is not 

sacrificial giving. You may be tipping God, but not sacrificially giving to His 

kingdom. 

• Not all giving is sacrificial – generosity becomes sacrificial when it starts to hurt. 

 

 

Sacrificial giving will change your lifestyle: 

o In order to give sacrificially, you will have to change or adjust your life-style 

or the way you live - your priorities. 
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The Kingdom needs people to be generous: 

 

• That’s how ministry happens. 

• That’s how the utilities are paid & materials are purchased so we can equip and train 

believers to do the work of ministry. 

• God is looking for believers willing to change the way they live to give to Him as an 

act of worship. 

• The best way to prevent greed in your life is to give sacrificially. 

 

Why should you and I be a sacrificial part of the Body of Christ? 

 

• Sacrificial giving is how the Body of Christ – His church, you and me UNITE for 

the cause of Christ. 

 

• Sacrificial giving will bring us closer to God. 

 

• It’s a true investment in eternity. In lives we can influence for His Kingdom. 

 

• God does not need our money because He owns and created all the world. 

 

• God desires our heart, soul and mind and the only way we can give Him all of who 

we are is through sacrifice. 

 


