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Resurrection Sunday 

A sheaf was a harvest of barley or wheat or some other herb 

grass used for food or ceremonial worship among the Israelites. 

The sheaf called the First fruits sheaf is a concept Israel was 

familiar with: 

• The First fruits was always the first born, the choicest, 

and the pre-eminent among others that was to follow. 

• The First fruits was considered to be Holy unto the Lord 

– consecrated to Him. 

• The First born among man and beast were sanctified –set 

apart and presented to the Lord as distinctly uniquely His – Ex. 

13:2, 11:13. 

 

Sheaves were interpreted as persons: 

• Joseph dreamed a prophetic dream where he saw eleven sheaves bow down to 

his sheaf. His brothers, represented as sheaves, would bow to him one day. 

• Psa. 126 is a prophetic psalm of going forth to sow in tears and coming 

bearing precious sheaves: representing the Lord and His life being offered and 

the many sheaves/souls He would bring into His Kingdom. 

 

The First fruits of the earth were to be presented to the Lord at His altar in praise and 

thanksgiving. 

 

The First fruits belonged exclusively to Yahweh as holy, sanctified, and presented to Him. 

The New Covenant/Testament shows how the Lord Jesus is the fulfillment of the Sheaf of 

First-fruits: 

• He is the first born of Mary – Matt. 1:23-2; later siblings came. 

• He is the first begotten of the Father – Heb. 1:6 

• He is the firstborn from the dead – Col. 1:18 

• He is the first begotten of the dead – Rev. 1:5 

• In all things He is the pre-eminent One – Col. 1:18 

• He is the beginning of the creation of God – Rev. 3:14 

• He is the first born among many brethren -  Rom. 8:28 

• He is the first fruits of the resurrected ones – 1Cor. 15:20, 23 

 

Jesus Christ is the “Most Holy One,” “Sanctified by the Father, the First, the choicest and 

the Pre-eminent One.” 
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Luke 9:30-36  Mount of Transfiguration where Jesus took Peter, James, and John and 

His countenance was changed and the glory of His clothes shone. 

• Moses and Elijah were speaking with Him of His departure from Jerusalem. The 

disciples had fallen asleep and woke and saw this and Peter spoke up and suggested to 

build three tabernacles for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. 

• A cloud came over them and the voice of God spoke saying: “This is My Son, My 

Chosen One; listen to Him” 

God, Himself said to listen to Jesus above Moses – the Law and Elijah – the Prophets. 

 

The final part of the Feast of Passover is spoken of as the Feast Day of the Sheaf of First 

fruits.  

The only scriptural reference to this Feast is found in Lev. 23:9-11 “The Lord spoke to 

Moses, when you enter into the land…bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest 

to the priest. He shall wave the sheaf before the Lord for you to be accepted; on the day 

after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.”  

 

The New Covenant interprets this in 1Cor. 15:20-23  

“Now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep-

deceased. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order; 

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the 

end, when He hands over the Kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all 

rule and all authority and power.”  

 

The day of the Sheaf of First fruits is a prophetic type of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

His ascension to heaven to the Father and also points towards the coming resurrection of 

the saints of all ages. 

 

1. The historical story- according to Lev. 23, as Israel entered the Promised Land they 

were commanded to keep this Feast which involved the Passover and Pentecost 

seasons. 

• The standing ripe harvest of barley and wheat would soon be ripe and one was to 

pick a lone sheaf and bring it to the priest = “the sheaf of the First-fruits.” 

• The priest would wave this as an offering to the Lord in thanksgiving on the day 

after the Sabbath was over. 

 

2. The New Covenant fulfillment interprets this offering as the First fruit offering our 

Priest Jesus Christ offering Himself as the First fruits of those resurrected to new life. 
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The Representative Sheaf of the Harvest- 

 

The sheaf of Lev. 23 was a representative sheaf, to symbolize the rest of the harvest to 

come. 

• The lone sheaf was not the entire harvest, yet the whole harvest was represented in 

the one sheaf. 

• So Christ in His Resurrection represented the great harvest of resurrected ones yet to 

come. 

 

Matt. 27:52-52 records that at the Resurrection of Jesus, “the graves were opened, and 

many bodies of the saints which had slept arose, and came out of the graves after His 

resurrection.” 

• Demonstration that He was the representative First fruits of resurrection of many 

more after Him. 

 

Jesus is the “Forerunner” of the great harvest of resurrected ones at the close of the 

age: 

1Cor. 15:20, 23, 51-57 “Now Christ has been raised form the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection 

of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each to his 

own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then 

comes the end,…Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put 

on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written Death is swallowed up in 

victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

1Thess 4:13-18 “We do not want you to be uninformed about those who are asleep, so 

that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, ever so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For 

this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 

coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise fist. Then we who are alive and remain 
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will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words.” 

 

Rom. 8:29 “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to 

the image of His Son, so that He would be the First-born among many brethren…” 

 

Jesus Christ is the representative sheaf and the saints down through the ages who will be 

the harvest of the end of the age, gathered into the heavenly garner: 

Matt. 13:37-43 Parable of the Tares and Wheat Harvested: 

“The ones who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for 

the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the 

reapers are angels. So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fires, so shall it be 

at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out 

of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those  who commit lawlessness, and will throw 

them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  

He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 

It is the Father’s will that His Son be First and have pre-eminence in all things in the 

Church – Col. 1:18 

 

The believer is to seek First the Kingdom of God as shown in Jesus the King – Matt. 6:33 

 

The believer is to maintain First love, first works, and first faith in Christ – Rev. 2:4, 5;  

 

Rev. 2:4-5 “I have this against you, that you have left your First love. Therefore 

remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else 

I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place – unless you repent.” 

 

As I prepared this message for today, I sensed the Lord saying: 

 

Yes, you celebrate My coming into the world in the form of a babe & that’s good –  

I came to be the Light shining into a great darkness. 

But this season, Passover, is the reason and purpose I came. 

To live and give my life as a ransom to become the sacrificial Lamb of God to offer 

Myself on your behalf to reconcile and bring you back to Me. 

I love you and have an incredible life for you on earth as one of My children and co-

laborers. 



5 

 

But I’m so looking forward to eternity with you to reveal the fullness of Myself and all My 

glories I’ve prepared for you. 

 

I invite you to respond to Me, come to Me and let Me wash you – prepare you for the 

Wedding Feast that is to come. 

Let Me restore you – if you are weary. 

Let Me reveal My Greater Self to you – if you are confused and afraid of what is 

happening in the world. 

 

My future for you is amazing and I’m offering it to you to enter in today! 

 


