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If Your Money Could Talk – “Keeping Track of It” 

 

Did you know that: 

 

Slide:    It’s easier to  

stay warm than  

to get warm? 

 

The reason is that when you get cold, your body goes into overdrive and it burns more fuel 

to create more heat, the blood vessels at the surface of your skin begin to contract – 

reducing blood flow; so your body begins to protect the vital organs which creates stress 

on the entire nervous system. 

 

So, it’s easier to stay warm than it is to get warm. 

 

The same is true for your money! We’ll see this in a minute! 

 

Slide:   If your money talks three things  

it would love to say to you 

 

The surprising thing is three things that money would say to us if it could talk and what 

Jesus did say when He talks about money and our possessions. 

 

Slide:   1.  I can add meaning to your life, 

    but I’m not the meaning of life. 

 

Money is most meaningful when it becomes the means to an end and it’s not about you! 

 

Slide:    So to what ends do  

we want our life to be a means? 

 

Our lives will not be meaningful until it becomes a means to an end that’s not you. 

 

Slide:   2. I’m a better servant 

         than master. 

 

Slide:    Your self-control  

    determines which of us gets control 
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Money woes generally began with character issues not money problems. 

 Money woes begin with our character, not our income. 

 

So, today the third thing our money would say to us if it could talk: 

 

Slide:   3. I’m easy to keep up with 

     

    but I’m difficult to catch up with. 

 

Slide:    Keep up 

    or you’ll be playing  

    catch up. 

 

It’s like staying warm; when you fall behind financially and specifically don’t know where 

your money’s gone: 

 you begin to burn more calories,  

 use more energy,  

 you begin to get more stressed out,  

 more worried. 

 

You’ll burn more energy and have more stress trying to catch up if you fail to keep up 

with your money. 

 

There is really NO EXCUSE for not knowing where your money has been going: 

 

We should never be able to say about our money, well: 

 

Slide:     “It seems to me…” 

     “I’m not sure…” 

     “That can’t be right…” 

 

We can never say these things about our finances because a certain amount comes in and 

then, we send it places: 

 

Slide:     We send it places 

 

You know how much comes in at a regular pay period and then you send it places to do 

things. You or you and your spouse should know what comes in. 
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Slide:    We should all be knowin 

    where are money is goin! 

 

There should be no mystery about where our money is going! 

 There’s a lot of mystery in love and romance 

 There’s a lot of mystery in raising kids. 

 There’s a lot of mystery around certain decisions. 

 

But when it comes to knowing where our money went, there should be no mystery. 

 

The problem is, when you lose track of where your money is going, it takes OVER! 

 It takes over EMOTIONALLY – we feel out of control, something has taken over 

and you’re trying to CATCH UP! 

 

So if your money started talking on this issue of knowing where it’s going, it would say: 

 

Slide:    I’m easy to track 

 

Slide:    But if you lose track of me,  

    you will lose your peace of mind. 

 

We all need a plan for tracking our spending, so we will know where our money is going. 

 It’s true whether you have a little money or a lot of money. 

 Two responses: 

1. Well, I have so little it’s not necessary to keep up because I don’t have a lot to 

keep up with.  

2. Well, I have so much it’s not necessary to keep up because I have so much I 

don’t really need to keep up. 

 

But if you are a follower of Jesus and He is your Lord, you have every reason to keep up 

with the resources He has given to you. 

 We all need a plan to track our spending – this is not about a budget. 

 A budget is necessary, but it’s a theory that most of the time does not reflect the 

reality of what’s happening. At work we’re conscious of the budget, but not so much 

in our personal lives at home. 

 We may make a budget and its somewhere in a drawer or a desk top folder computer 

file and we don’t ever refer to it again once made. 
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Slide:   You need a simple way to track your actual spending. 

When you find a system that works for you, it takes the guessing and wondering and 

worrying about your money. 

 

Slide:    When you know you’re going to record it, 

    you’ll be more inclined to consider whether  

    you should afford it. 

 

When you discipline yourself to log or keep track of your spending, it slows you down to 

think about where your money is going and why is it going to that. 

 

Slide:    In the paycheck to paycheck seasons,  

    the habit of keeping up with our money  

             takes the pressure off. 

 

It takes the pressure off because it takes the guesswork out of the decisions. 

 It reveals where & when you need to cut back. 

 There are times in life when we have to reassess where we are and how to spend. 

o If kids go off for school 

o A major ticket item needs replacing/repair: car, appliances, and house repairs, 

medical challenges. 

o You go from a 2 to a 1 person income. 

 

It will show you what you spend in the categories and where you possibly can cut back 

when/if you need to. 

 There will be stress because you may have to cut back, but the stress won’t be 

between yourselves. 

 

Slide:    In the years of plenty,  

this habit of knowing where your money goes,  

puts pressure on 

 

As we accumulate more and more, and there is more margin, when you keep track of 

where your money is going, you are confronted with how much you are spending on you! 

 You may be confronted with how little you give! 

 It could be either embarrassing or motivating or inspiring and can take the fear away 

of being more generous. 
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 Being fearful because you always feel like things are tight is because you don’t 

know where your money went. 

 

Once you know where your money is going, it will help have a healthy pressure on you. 

 

Slide:    The more you have and the more you make, 

    the closer attention you should pay to 

    where it’s going. 

 

Not because you have to but because it’s in your best interest to know. 

 Jesus indicated that those who have extra and don’t need to be as careful as those 

who don’t have, will be tempted to hoard and store up treasures on earth and that 

will become an embarrassment later. 

 Human nature is that when we have more of something than we need, we’re not 

careful with it. 

 It’s why we leave the sink running while we go over to the fridge or we let the water 

run freely while washing the car and don’t use a nozzle to shut it off. 

 In so many countries, they don’t have the quantity of water we do and they’d 

consider that life style a waste of precious water. 

 

Human nature is that if I don’t have to be careful, I won’t be careful. 

 

But, if you’re a Christ follower or a Christian, when it comes to your money; that cannot 

be your attitude or a reflection of the reality of what you do with your money because of 

what Jesus taught. 

 

I challenge you for two months to record your spending in categories and sit down and at 

least look at it. What a revelation it would be. You’d never have guessed you spent that 

much in that category. 

 

If you live on a credit card, it’s even easier for you because you have record of 

expenditures in categories already provided for you. You have even less excuse than others 

do. 

 

As a Christian, this is so important because Jesus taught why this is a big deal. 
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Slide:   You’re depending your eternity on John’s word: 

 

   “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. 

 

You’re trusting Him with your eternity. 

 

Slide:   You have defined your relationship with God 

   based on Jesus’ invitation to address God as your “Father.” 

 

Jesus taught us to pray and when we pray to address Him as Father, Our Father in heaven. 

 Your Father knows what you need even before you ask and you accept that truth. 

 

So, you’ve trusted God with your eternity. 

You’ve defined your relationship with Him based on what Jesus taught. 

 

Slide:   So why wouldn’t you lean just as heavily 

   on what He said about money and possessions? 

 

When we’re sick, we ask Him to intervene in our health. 

When our kids are prodigal, we ask Him to intervene on behalf of them. 

You pray for God’s protection for various reasons and events of life. 

 

As a Christian, we are to invite God in on everything we can invite Him in on. 

 

Why, when it comes to our money and possessions, do we hold back or have fear? 

 

Reason: 1.  On all those categories, you have no control anyway. 

2. You can’t touch those things in a tangible way. 

 

Jesus knew that your money and possessions is where the rubber hits the road in 

terms of your ultimate devotion to Him. 

 It’s so much easier for you to give your heart to Jesus than to give your 

money to Him. 

 When Jesus talked about “where you heart is, there your treasure will be 

also,” 

 and the ultimate test of your devotion to Him is what you do with your 

money,  
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 and you can’t have more than one master, you’ll either serve God or 

mammon, but not both;   

He knew this: He’s saying to us:  “COME ON, YOU’RE GOING TO TRUST ME 

WITH YOUR HEART, YOUR MARRIAGE, YOUR SINGLENESS, YOUR 

CHILDREN, YOUR FUTURE, YOUR JOB, YOUR JOBLESSNESS – 

WHY WOULD YOU HOLD BACK WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR MONEY & 

POSSESSIONS? 

IT DOESN’TMAKE ANY SENSE.  

 

Jesus clarifies that none of it belongs to us anyway. 

The Father, as Creator, is the Owner of it all. 

We are only stewards or managers of it. 

 

Don’t kid yourself, you’re only a manager in this world. 

 

Kingdom of Heaven parable told by Jesus: 

Matt 25:14 Parable of Rich man going on journey and appointing talents to his servants. 

 

Slide:   Again, it [Kingdom of Heaven] will be like a man 

   going on a journey, and called his servants and  

   entrusted his wealth to them. 

 

In Jesus’ parables, there is always a God figure and a human figure. 

The wealthy man is God, and the servants are men – you, me, all potential followers of 

Jesus. 

 

Question: What percentage of the rich man’s wealth belonged to him? 

  ALL OF IT!  100% 

 

  What percentage belonged to the servants – NONE OF IT! 

 

Two of them did well and invested and brought back an increase for the master, the one 

feared and hid it and did nothing with it. 

 

Slide:   When the master returned, the issue was not the amount  

each was given; it was what each one did  

with what they were asked to manage. 

 

Point of the parable Jesus told: 
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100% of it belonged to the Master, 0% belonged to the servants. 

They were managers, not owners! 

 

Slide:   As money managers, we should feel responsible 

   and accountable for all of it. 

 

The reason we should keep track of where the money is going is because it’s not our 

money! It all belongs to God! 

 

Slide:    We should be knowin where 

    our Master’s money is goin. 

 

It doesn’t matter the amount you’ve been given, you are accountable with HOW you 

are spending your Master’s money. 

 

Stop and evaluate where the money is going: 

 How can someone wear that much money? 

 How can someone eat that much money? 

 How can someone spend that much money on travel? 

 

Then adjust, because what Jesus is saying: 

 

Slide:    How we manage money  

   speaks volumes about who 

   and whose we are. 

 

If we pay attention to how we manage money: 

 

 You will live better 

 You will love better 

 You’ll be more generous 

 You will have less fear 

 You will have more purpose in life 

 

If our money could talk, it would tell us: 

 

Slide:  1. I can add meaning to your life, 

   but I’m not the meaning of life. 
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Slide:  2. I’m a better servant 

   than master. 

 

Slide:   Your self-control determines 

   which of us gets control. 

 

Slide:  3. I’m easy to keep up with. 

   But I’m difficult to catch up with. 

 

According to what Jesus spoke about possessions and money: 

 

Slide:  4. What you choose to do with me 

   speaks volumes about who and whose you are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


