
Love Like You’ve Never Been Hurt 

 

2 Cor 5:17 - 21 

“When anyone is in Christ, it is a whole new world. The old things are gone; suddenly,  

everything is new! All this is from God. 

Through Christ, God made peace between Himself and us. And God gave us the work of bringing people 

into peace with Him. God was in Christ making peace between the world and Himself. In Christ, God did 

not hold people guilty for their sins. And He gave us this message of peace to tell people. So we have 

been sent to speak for Christ. It is like God is calling to people through us. We speak for Christ when we 

urge you to be at peace with God. 

Christ had no sin, but God made Him become sin so that in Christ we could be right with 

God.” 

 

As we are moving through this season of Jesus’ death and Resurrection and all that means to us; thank the 

Lord for Jesus being willing to offer His life as a sacrifice for our sins so we can be reconciled to God. 

He died in our place that we might become the righteousness of God in Him – Christ. 

 

“And God gave us the work of bringing people into peace with Him.” 

He has called us to be His messengers. 

 

 No matter what your occupation is: teacher, student, mechanic, business person, lawyer; you are 

called to be in the ministry of reconciliation bringing people to God through Christ. 

 

Many, if not all of us have walked through trials with our families & others that almost tore us apart. 

 We either have been or still are broken, disappointed, left shattered, it’s hard for us to trust 

again, believe again, laugh again even to love again.  

 We have or have had our hearts so wounded by the enemy that there are periods of time when 

we haven’t been able to speak with family members for days, weeks, months and into years. 

 We even come into the fellowship of this Christian community of WOWC and have hurts and 

wounds and relations gone wrong with misunderstandings. 

 

There comes the time that we must accept that we have the ministry of reconciliation and we have to 

make choices to love like we’ve never been hurt. 

 

We can play religious games and play Christianity or we can get real and understand that we are only 

fooling ourselves and it will be through much tribulation that we enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

That means you are going to go through it in this life. 

 

Matt 18:7 “Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks and temptations to sin. It is inevitable that 

stumbling blocks come; but woe to the person on whose account or through whom the stumbling block 

comes.” 

 

Acts 14:22 Paul strengthened the believers in Antioch exhorting them in the faith saying that “We 

through many tribulations enter the Kingdom of God.” 
 

There is no way around it or out of it: 

 You are going to be hurt, you are going to be offended, you are going to be betrayed, even you – 

yourself are going to hurt people. 

 You are going to say things you should have never said in fits of anger. 



Love Like You’ve Never Been Hurt 

www.wowcenter.org   2 

 When you say those things, and when you have those things said to you – your family and those 

close to you – the only remedy is to love like you’ve never been hurt! 

 

We live in a society where families and friendship are fractured: 

 Family members haven’t spoken in years – “I haven’t spoken to my child in years now.” “I don’t 

even know where they are.” “I don’t communicate with my mom or dad; the memories of family 

are too painful for me to think about.” 

 “I haven’t even seen my grandchildren since they were born – I’m not allowed to be around 

them.” 

 “We just don’t get along, things have been said and we just don’t try to talk anymore.” 

 Some have said: “We are believers and our standards don’t allow us to condone the life that our 

relatives are living -  so we stay away from them and refuse to talk to them.” 

 The body of Christ is full of families that are estranged from one another. 

 

Story: There's a story told of a man who was meditating by a brook in the countryside when suddenly he 

noticed a scorpion caught in the swirling current struggling desperately trying to climb onto a rock. The 

old man felt sorry for the creature and earnestly tried to help it, but every time he reached down, the 

scorpion would strike.  

Meanwhile, a passerby happened upon this struggle. "Sir", he said, "don't you realize that it is the nature 

of a scorpion to attack and sting?" "Of course" replied the man, "but it is my nature to save and rescue. 

Why should I change my nature just because the scorpion doesn't change his?" 

 

This man didn't let the attacking, stinging scorpion change his kind and gentle nature. So we should 

never allow our environment to influence our behavior, no matter where we are. 

 

God’s high standard of conduct is for those who have a changed nature and know the Lord to represent 

the Kingdom of God and the nature of Jesus Christ. 

 Sinners are going to sin because that is their nature. 

 

We must learn how to reconcile our broken relationships. 

 How can we let our own parents, brothers – sisters, family members or even fellow Christians live 

across town and we don’t have anything to do with them? 

 Someone has said something, someone has offended another, and we let them live across town and 

never try to reconcile with them. 

 We’ve become offended and we’re hurt and we’ve written them off because we say we love God 

so much; we can’t put up with their sinful lifestyle. 

 How can we claim we are truly believers in the Love of God through Christ and act cold and 

indifferent to others? 

 It is our responsibility to reconcile with others.  

 That is why the Word says “We have been given/called into this ministry of reconciliation.” 

 

Eph 2:1-5 “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 

spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once 

conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. BUT GOD, who is rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you have been saved, and 
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raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus…” 

 

The One who knows the truth about you when you had no moral compass in you and you were 

despicable; God took the first step and all the other steps to reconcile you back to Himself when you 

couldn’t get to God and find your way. 

 

NOW – God says: “In return, I expect of you when people do you wrong and conflict comes in your life, 

just like I reconciled you back to God, I expect you to enter into the ministry of reconciliation. 

 

Eph. 4:30-32 “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, loud quarreling, and evil speaking be put away from you, 

with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in 

Christ forgave you.” 

 How did God forgive you in Christ?   With no strings attached, He gave you mercy and forgave 

and chose to forget your iniquities and transgressions. 

o God didn’t and doesn’t wait until we get our act together and stop sinning before HE loves 

us!  

o Rom. 5:8 “God commended/showed/revealed/exhibited His love toward us, in that, 

while we were yet/still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

GOD LOVES YOU LIKE YOU NEVER HURT HIM! 

 

What do we do when we are going through tough times and God doesn’t seem to be there for us? 

 

 What do we do when it seems God doesn’t do what we think He’s supposed to do? 

 There are times when we have to love God like we’ve never been hurt when it seems God didn’t 

come through for us when we needed Him to. 

 

When life is tough and we don’t have answers and we’ve lost: 

 A loved one – spouse, child, friend 

 A job we desperately needed – an income we were surviving on. 

 

We have to respond like Job did who lost it all: 

 

Job 1:20-22 “Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and 

worshiped, and said “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, 

and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. And in all this Job sinned not, nor charged 

God foolishly.” 

 

Job 13:15 “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 

 

He chose to love God like he’d never been hurt: 

 That’s when we begin to grow. 

 

This is the time we need to step up and accept that we are called to the ministry of reconciliation: 

1 Cor. 13:8 lists the power gifts, but the most important gift of all is LOVE. 

“Love never fails, but whether there are prophecies, they will cease, whether there are tongues, they will 

cease, whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.” 
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We want to put difficult people in a box and write them off. 

 But love says – “Don’t ever give up on them, because God never gives up on people.” 

 

satan doesn’t want these things said today: 

 Love never gives up on people. 

 We may have to stand and tell someone: “I can’t condone your lifestyle, I won’t pay for your sin 

and contribute to that; but I will love you and will always be here for you.” 

“You can never make me not love you.” 

 

Love may take a while, months, years, a lifetime, it may take a funeral; but if you will keep loving that 

family member and other people who have hurt you – love will never fail. 

 

That is God’s Covenant promise from heaven to you and your family. 

 

We are called to the ministry of reconciliation: 

 Not to be mean people – Christians are not supposed to be mean people. 

 Not mean to gay, transgender, prostitutes, drug/alcoholic, divorced, people. 

 We don’t need to kick them while they are down, most of them already know they have messed 

up. 

 

Our words and actions speak volumes to people: 

 

The word nitroglycerine defined: 

1. An oily explosive poisonous liquid used chiefly in making dynamite as an explosive agent. 

2. An agent used in medicine to heal the heart. 

 

The same substance can have such opposite effects on situations. 

 

Your words and actions are nitroglycerine to either cause a poisonous explosion in a relationship or used 

to heal the heart of someone who is wounded. 

 

God will never give up on anybody who keeps breaking His heart and His ways – and He expects us to 

accept the ministry of reconciliation and never give up on those who break His heart and His ways. 

 

He never gave up on you! 
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