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Mark 11:7-10 “They brought the colt to Jesus, casting their garments on him; and He 

sat upon him. Many spread their garments in the way; and others cut down branches from 

the trees, and spread them in the way. They that went before, and they that followed, cried, 

saying Hosanna, Blessed is HE that comes in the name of the Lord: blessed be the 

Kingdom of our father David that comes in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.” 

 

Zechariah 9:9-10 highlights Jesus’ entry: “…Behold, your King is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 

of a donkey. I will cut off from the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 

Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and He shall speak peace to the 

nation;…”take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and 

the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend 

from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 

 

Many have wondered why the king mentioned in Zechariah 9:9-10 would ride a donkey 

into Jerusalem rather than a warhorse. It seems an odd choice for royalty.  

 

In the ancient Middle Eastern world, leaders rode horses if they rode to war, but donkeys if 

they came in peace. 1 Kings 1:33 mentions Solomon riding a donkey on the day he was 

recognized as the new king of Israel.  

Other instances of leaders riding donkeys are Judges 5:10; 10:4; 12:14; and 2 Samuel 16:2. 

 

The mention of a donkey in Zechariah 9:9-10 fits the description of a king who would be 

“righteous and having salvation, gentle.” Rather than riding to conquer, this king would 

enter in peace. His first coming. 

 

Zechariah 9:10 highlights this peace: “I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the 

war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to 

the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 

earth.” 

 

Note the many details symbolic of peace: 

- “Take away the chariots”: an end to the main vehicle of war. 

- “Take away . . . the war-horses”: no need for horses used in war. 

- “The battle bow will be broken”: no need for bows or arrows for fighting. 

- “He will proclaim peace to the nations”: His message will be one of reconciliation. 

- “His rule shall be from sea to sea”: the King will control extended territory with no 

enemies of concern. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%201.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%205.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judges%2010.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judges%2012.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Sam%2016.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.9-10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.10
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Jesus fulfills this prophecy of Zechariah. The worldwide peace proclaimed by this humble 

King will be a fulfillment of the angels’ song in Luke 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” NKJV. And is also a future look to His reign 

on earth at the end of time. 

God never missed an opportunity to use powerful symbols throughout Scripture. The 

triumphal entry - Jesus’ famous ride on this lowly animal reveals much about Christ’s 

character and purpose.  

Why did Jesus ride a donkey?  

1. Christ is claiming His rightful place as the prophesied Messiah. 

Zechariah wrote: “Behold, your king comes to you, triumphant and victorious. He is 

humble and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an ass.” (Zechariah 9:9) KJV.  

Every Jew would know Zechariah’s messianic prophecy. That’s why the crowds hailed 

Jesus as their king shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” (Matthew 21:9). Jesus is the true Davidic Messiah and king. 

2. Jesus rode a donkey to symbolize peace. 

In the ancient Middle Eastern world, leaders rode horses if they rode to war, but donkeys if 

they came in peace. 1Kings 1:33 mentions Solomon riding a donkey on the day he was 

recognized as the new king of Israel.  

The mention of a donkey in Zechariah 9:9-10 fits the description of a king who would 

be “righteous and having salvation, gentle.” Rather than riding to conquer, this king 

would enter in peace.  

Zechariah 9:10 highlights this peace: “I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the 

war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to 

the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the 

earth." 

Jesus fulfills this prediction of Zechariah. Worldwide peace proclaimed by this humble 

King will be a fulfillment of the angels’ song in Luke 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (NKJV).  

3. Christ's journey on a donkey looked back to the foreshadowing of a father 

sacrificing his own only son. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.14
https://www.biblestudytools.com/zechariah/9-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/21-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=zec+9:9-10
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-does-it-mean-to-be-righteous.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-salvation-also-why-it-s-needed-and-how-to-get-it.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=zec+9:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:14
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Isaac, a type of Christ, rides a donkey to be slain by his father Abraham on the altar 

(Genesis 49:10-12). 

4. Jesus' triumphal entry on a donkey symbolized God's blessing to His people. 

Jacob’s divine blessing over his son Judah includes a reference to a donkey and a donkey’s 

foal (Genesis 49:10-12):  

“The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between His feet until 

He to whom it belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be His. He will tie 

His donkey to a vine, His colt to the choicest branch; He will wash His garments in wine, 

His robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes will be darker than wine, His teeth whiter than 

milk.” 

Jesus is born of the tribe of Judah. Jacob’s prophecy describes a king who washes with 

wine (His blood) and has white teeth (purity).  

5. Emissaries sent donkeys overloaded with gifts to appease the wrath of an enemy, 

preventing bloodshed. 

Jacob sent donkeys packed with treasures to avoid the wrath of his brother Esau (Genesis 

33:8). Abigail brought donkeys packed with food to keep David from killing her family. 

Nabal, her husband, had angered the king-to-be.  

6. Jesus demonstrated that he was the burden-bearer who came to save us. 

Jesus was born in humility. Remember, a donkey carried a poor, pregnant mother named 

Mary all the way from Nazareth to Bethlehem. (Luke 2:4-7). This gentle beast of burden 

carried the Savior of the World. Jesus used the image of the donkey to connect with the 

common people. He came for them.  

Jesus embraced the poor, weak and oppressed during his time here on earth. Christ’s story 

of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:33-34 is a perfect symbol of His love and compassion:  

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 

put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.” 

 

The triumphal entry was preparation for Passover week and for His death and 

Resurrection! 

 

That very day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey was the day that 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/passage/?q=genesis+49:10-12
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/ask-roger/8-things-most-christians-don-t-understand-about-jesus-triumphal-entry.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ge+49:10-12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ge+33:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ge+33:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+2:4-7
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+10:33-34
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Jewish people called “LAMB SELECTION DAY” – 10th day of the month of Nisan - 

when the Lambs that were going to be sacrificed in the temple for Passover were brought 

into the City. 

 

Exodus 12:3-5 - The first Passover in Egypt, God had commanded the Jewish 

people to take a lamb into each home and inspect each lamb to ensure that it was 

without blemish. 

 

• The lamb was inspected for 4 days and then if it met the criteria – no blemishes – it 

was slain on the 14th day of Nisan – the first day of Passover. 

• Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the 10th of Nisan –LAMB SELECTION DAY!  

• He rode into His family-Israel– to be inspected by them for 4 days. 

• They found Him to be blameless – without blemish (Herod, Pilate, the Sanhedrin, the 

thief on the cross) – yet on the 14th of Nisan, at 9 a.m. in the morning, as the 

animal Passover lambs were being brought into the temple to be slain, our perfect 

Passover Lamb Jesus was nailed to a wooden cross. 

 

• At 3 p.m., as the last animal Passover Lamb was killed by the high priest in the 

Temple, Jesus cried out on the cross, “IT IS FINISHED-PAID IN FULL” - and He gave 

up His spirit. 

 

• Today, its Lamb selection day – 4 days prior to Passover.  

• Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey.  

• He’s entered Jerusalem along with all the animal Passover lambs. 

 

How did the people respond to Jesus at His arrival? 

Matt. 21:8 – cut down palm branches and spread them on the road.  

John 12:12 tells us that the people took palm branches and went out to meet Him. 

 

Is that how Jewish people celebrated Passover? No! 

Can you recall reading about a feast that God gave to the children of Israel where He 

instructed them to gather palm branches (along with willow & myrtle branches) – 

to make booths for the purpose of looking forward to the time when God would 

dwell with his people? (Lev. 23:40; Neh. 8:15) 

Palm branches were gathered at the feast of TABERNACLES - “to tabernacle” means “to 

dwell” 

The feast of TABERNACLES (SUKKOT) – the last feast that God gave Israel (the 7th 

feast of the Lord) looks forward to the Millennial Kingdom – the Messianic Kingdom – 

when God will dwell with man - when the Messiah will reign from the throne of 

David in Jerusalem (Ex. 25:8; Lev. 23:40). 

 



5 

 

The Jewish people – at Passover – were laying branches on the ground before Jesus 

because Jesus was sending a message to the people that He is the Messiah they’ve been 

waiting for. 

They were hailing Him as King – the Messiah who would dwell with them in the 

Messianic kingdom! 

 

Jesus communicated to the people at that triumphal entry that He is the perfect 

Passover lamb who would one day sit on David’s throne and dwell with His 

people and rule and reign from Jerusalem. 

 

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Blessed is the king of Israel! 

Hosanna in the highest. 

“Hosanna” – Hosha’na in Hebrew – means, “save now!” 

 

Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem was triumphal.  

But the masses scattered when Jesus did not fulfill their expectation of the King who 

would overthrow Rome.  

• Some joined the crowd that called for his crucifixion.  

• Peter denied Him.  

• The disciples fled, except for John who was at the foot of the cross on the 

14th of Nisan, on the day of Passover, when Jesus was crucified. 

 

This was the king?     This was restoration?   Where was the Kingdom that had been 

Promised? 

 

We can see with hindsight. 

Jesus had succeeded beyond anyone's imagination or expectation! 

• He had reclaimed a kingdom --------- His Father's Kingdom. 

• He had conquered -------- sin and death – the greatest oppressor - not 

Rome  - but death itself  - Heb. 2:14 “He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that 

through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” 

 

1 Cor. 15:24-27 “Then comes the end, when He delivers the Kingdom to God the Father 

after destroying every rule and every authority and power for He must reign until He has 

put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For God has 

put all things in subjection under His feet.” 

54 

Jesus’ death means victory for us. 

Through His death and resurrection He gives those who will receive Him as Savior and 

Lord the gift of Forgiveness - life – eternal life. 


