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The Passover Seder Meal Can Enrich Your Resurrection Day Celebration 

The deeper purpose behind God’s ordained festivals was always to foreshadow things to 

come. The fulfillment of that foreshadowing is now found in Jesus Christ.  

Colossians 2:17 “…things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the 

substance belongs to Christ.” 

Christ is our Passover Lamb  

1 Corinthians 5:7  “…for Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.” 

What Is Passover? 

Passover is a week-long, festival that happens in the Hebrew month of Nissan, which is 

March or April.  

The highlight of Passover is the Seder, a celebratory feast observed during the first two 

nights of the holiday. 

• Most Christians are familiar with the account of God’s deliverance in the book of 

Exodus. Through Moses, God led His people out of Egypt and out of the grip of 

Pharaoh’s slavery.  

• He guided them through the Red Sea, sustained them in the wilderness, and 

eventually delivered them into the Promised Land. 

• God demonstrated His power and dealt with Pharaoh’s heart by sending 10 

successive plagues upon Egypt. 

• The 10th plague was so powerful, that it finally shattered Pharaoh’s resistance.  

• God said, "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 

firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of 

Egypt. I am the Lord” Exodus 12:12. 

Prior to that final plague, God gave the Hebrews specific instructions to save them from 

the coming devastation.  

• They were to sacrifice a spotless lamb and paint their doorposts with its blood - Exodus 

12:3-7.  

• The destroyer would “pass over” the house of any person who had a blood-covered 

door Exodus 12:23. 

• God’s people were then instructed to use the sacrificed lamb to prepare a special meal 

that would symbolize their readiness for deliverance and remind them of God’s power 

to save. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/5-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/12-12.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/passage/?q=exodus+12:3-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/passage/?q=exodus+12:3-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/12-23.html
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It was important to God that the Hebrews—soon to be Israelites—honor their deliverance 

that night, and forevermore, with a celebration God called, “the LORD’s 

Passover”  Exodus 12:7-14. 

It foreshadows our Savior’s future arrival.  

• The Old Covenant is fulfilled by Christ in the New Covenant which connects the dots 

between the details of the Passover celebration and Christ.  

• On this Passover Sunday 2021, we can add depth and dimension to our worship by 

recounting God’s plan of redemption that culminates in the coming of His Lamb who 

takes away the sin of the world. John 1:29 “Behold, the Lamb of God who comes to 

take away the sins of the world.” 

What Is the Seder Meal? Elements & Meaning 

The Seder meal is celebrated through a 15-step communal feast.  

During the feast, participants eat ceremonial foods that are arranged on a Seder plate.  

• Each food item is eaten in a choreographed order that accompanies sacred readings, 

handwashing, and a series of interactive questions.  

• Participants also partake in four cups of wine. 

• Each step of the Seder is symbolic of elements of the Exodus, with the purpose of 

remembering God’s deliverance. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/passage/?q=exodus+12:7-14
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When we look at the Seder elements through the lens of Christ’s crucifixion and 

Resurrection, it adds an understanding of God’s masterplan for all mankind.  

Here’s an overview of just a few Seder elements and parallels to Christ’s work on the 

cross: 

The Four Cups of Wine 

• Four cups of wine are served at different intervals during the Seder meal.  

• Each of these cups represents four phrases and promises God made to the Israelites in 

Exodus 6:6-7:  

1. I will bring you out; 

2. I will deliver you;  

3. I will redeem you;  

4. I will take you to Me for a people. 

These four promises also foreshadow our redemption through Christ: 

Parallels: When Jesus shared the final Passover with His disciples, He drank the first two 

cups of wine with them in the traditional way.  

First cup—I will bring you out: “After taking the cup, He [Jesus] gave thanks and said, 

‘Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of 

the vine until the Kingdom of God comes" Luke 22:18.  

• Jesus’s promise of the soon-coming “Kingdom of God” is an echo of God’s promise to 

“bring out” the Israelites from the yoke of slavery, and to bring us out of sin into 

freedom. 

• “For He [God] has rescued us [brought us out] from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the Kingdom of the Son He loves” Colossians 1:13. 

Second cup—I will deliver you: Jesus offered a second cup of wine to His disciples 

during the Last Supper that would symbolize the means by which all humanity would be 

delivered.  

• “In the same way, after the supper He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you’” Luke 22:20.  

• “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves 

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” Galatians 5:1. 

Third cup—I will redeem you: The third “cup” that Christ represents is the one He 

agonized over in the Garden of Gethsemane Luke 22:42. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/passage/?q=exodus+6:6-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/22-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/colossians/1-13.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/22-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/5-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/22-42.html
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• Jesus willingly drank this cup of wrath by dying on the cross to redeem the world from 

slavery to sin.  

• Exodus 6 scripture from which the four Seder promises were taken reads this way:  

“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.” 

THE CUP OF REDEMPTION! 

Fourth cup—I will take you to Me for a people.  

• The day is coming when Christ will return and take home all blood-bought believers, to 

live with Him for eternity.  

• We are the Bride of Christ 2 Corinthians 11:2.  

• At the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, we’ll celebrate the consummation of our salvation 

with our Bridegroom. 

• This final cup of wine will once and for all demonstrate that we are His and that He has 

claimed us for Himself, as His people Revelation 19:6–9; Isaiah 25:6–9. 

Karpas--The Raw Vegetables 

Step number three in the Seder involves dipping a 

small portion of a raw vegetable, oftentimes parsley, 

into saltwater before eating.  

▪ The parsley represents the hyssop plant that the    

Hebrews used to dab their doorposts with blood. The 

saltwater represents the bitter tears shed throughout 

slavery. 

Parallel: During the crucifixion, the Roman soldiers 

used the hyssop plant to offer Jesus a drink of wine vinegar John 18:28-29. 

• Hyssop has been used throughout the Bible to symbolize purification.  

• Psalm 51:7, “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 

whiter than snow.”  

• When Christ entered the Most Holy by his own blood, He eternally purified us 

Hebrews 9:12. 

 

4. Breaking of matzah 

Three pieces of unleavened [yeast-less] bread called matzah are stacked one upon another  

during the Seder.  

• The top piece of matzah is never eaten during the feast. The middle piece is broken in 

half—one half is returned to its place; it’s called the “bread of poverty,” to represent the 

many years of slavery the Hebrews had to endure.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/11-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/revelations/19-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/25-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+18:28-29
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/51-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/9-12.html
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• The other broken half is called the afikomen—which literally means “dessert,” not 

because the bread is sweet but because it will be eaten at the conclusion of the meal. 

The afikomen is wrapped in a linen cloth and hidden, usually by a child, till the end of 

the feast. 

In ancient biblical times, the Passover lamb was the last item consumed during the Seder.  

Parallels: “and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me” 1 Corinthians 11:24. 

In the New Testament, leaven and yeast were a symbol of sin. Therefore the matzah had 

no yeast or leaven. 

• Leaven in Scripture, is a symbol of evil 1Corinthians 5:6-8; Galatians 5:9,  

• The three pieces of unleavened bread, in one stack, hint at the sinless, triune nature of 

God—as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

• During the Seder, the middle piece of Matzah is broken—just as Jesus’s body was 

broken for us 1 Corinthians 11:24. 

Half of the broken piece of Matzah, the afikomen, is wrapped in a linen cloth—just as 

Jesus’s body was wrapped in linen after the crucifixion John 19:40.  

• Mark 10:45 we’re told, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

The Seder meal begins Passover week, which ends with Resurrection Sunday, moving 

from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant. 

Understanding the importance of the Seder meal can help Christians appreciate the Old 

Covenant and see the deep connections with the songs and prophecies about the Lord 

Jesus.” 

What Does the Bible Say about Passover? 

God told the Israelites to celebrate Passover as a “festival to the Lord” for generations to 

come and as a “lasting ordinance” Exodus 12:14. 

The New Testament has a lot to say about Passover: 

• As a Jew, Jesus celebrated Passover.  

• Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem every year for Passover, as God had directed 

Luke 2:41,  

• As an adult, Jesus continued to return to Jerusalem for the Passover and is recorded 

going more than once with His disciples - John 2:13  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/11-24.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/passage/?q=1%20corinthians+5:6-8
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/5-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/11-24.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/19-40.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/10-45.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/12-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2-41.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-13.html
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• Although there is variation between the gospels, Luke’s account makes it clear that the 

meal Jesus shared with His disciples on the eve of His crucifixion was a Passover 

Seder.  

 

• “And he [Jesus] said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you 

before I suffer” Luke 22:15. 

 

• Just as the blood on the doorways of the Hebrews saved them from the death of their 

firstborn, the death of Father God’s firstborn, Jesus’ blood provides for us to be saved 

from sin & death. 

 

• Jesus has become the sacrificial lamb. 

 

•  God’s deliverance of the Hebrews from Egypt was an early foretaste of His 

deliverance of all mankind from sin. 
 

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/22-15.html

