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How Can You Know? 

 

Matt. 24:32- 35 “Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its 

leaves begin to sprout, you know that summer is near. In the same way, when you see all 

these things, you can know His return is very near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, 

this generation will not pass from the scene until all these things take place. Heaven and 

earth will disappear/pass away, but My words will never disappear/pass away.” 

 

This was spoken in spring of the year, so it was not summer yet – so the fig trees were 

beginning to sprout and show leaves. 

The point Jesus was making was there are seasons when you can expect things to happen. 

So when you see the first signs happening, you can know that on the heels of this, other 

things will begin to happen. 

So Jesus was saying: when you begin to see the things I’ve described to you beginning to 

happen, you can know that those events are going to lead to a certain outcome. 

 

The fig tree, along with the grape vine is often used to refer to Israel as a people and as a 

nation: 

EX:  Joel 1 God refers to His people as His vine and fig tree. 

 Isa.5 God’s people are referred to as His Vineyard. 

 

• Jesus warning was to take note of what is happening when you see these things 

especially in Israel- pay attention; but don’t lose sight of the PURPOSE. 

• Jesus was telling us these things not to run and hide, but to know and be equipped to 

take action. 

 

In our personal lives when we begin to experience new life/growth; we also will 

experience something is happening to bring more life = FRUITFULNESS. 

• In Jesus’ other parables, He emphasized that it was not just the seed being planted; but 

the seed being planted in good ground and bearing FRUIT.  

• It’s through our good works that we bring glory to our Heavenly Father – Matt. 5:16 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, [honest, 

worthy, moral] and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

 

You have heard me say this multiple times: We are not saved/born again to come to 

services and absorb or consume; we’ve been saved to go out and live the Christ life before 

people on a daily basis influencing them by our lifestyle of loving Jesus and loving them. 

We are not called to “Sit here and wait for Jesus’ return – we are called to bear fruit.” 
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SALT SHAKER!! – Salt does no good staying in the shaker, it’s when it’s shaken out that 

it has the potential to influence food. 

So you being the “Salt of the earth” as Jesus said we are; has the potential of influencing 

this corrupted world – if we can only get out of the shaker – safety of the container. 

 

The Hebrew word for fig is related to another word for “weep, lament.” 

In bearing fruit and talking about the fig tree and how it connects to Israel and to us as 

God’s people; we have to realize that it’s usually during the hard times that we draw closer 

to the Lord and in drawing closer to Him – we bear more and better fruit. 

• In times of prosperity – we tend to be lax 

• But in times of trial/hardship – we tend to press in closer to the Lord and that’s 

when we come out of those hard times stronger, closer, more focused on the eternal 

things that really matter. 

• So consider that in these times of uncertainty and anxiety of not knowing what’s 

happening and all we’ve been through in the last few years; that if you have the 

good soil and receptive heart for the revelation of the Lord and what HE’s doing, we 

will bear Good Fruit and bring glory to our Heavenly Father. 

 

Jesus makes the point: “This generation will not pass away until all My word is fulfilled.” 

V. 34. 

We don’t know for sure if Jesus was referring to the generation He was living in at the 

time He spoke these words, or a future generation or both. 

These things never happen as we anticipated them to happen or be like we thought they 

would be like. 

But we do know this: Things will happen as it is written in His Word and God determines. 

 

We have the tendency to ask:  

• When do these things for that generation begin?  

• Perhaps we should be asking: What is the purpose of these things? 

• We want to know “How it will happen? Rather than “Why will it happen? 

• We need to focus on the FUNCTION more than the form! 

 

Scripture says: Jer. 31:35-36 The Lord declares that Israel will be His people as 

long as Creation exists: There is no replacement theology saying the Christian church has 

replaced Israel as God’s people. 

“Thus says the Lord, which gives the sun for light by day, and the ordinances [custom, 

appointed/set time], of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which drives the sea 

when the waves roar: the Lord of Hosts is His name: if those ordinances [ways of God in 
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Creation] depart from before Me, says the Lord, then the seed of Israel also shall cease 

from being a nation before Me forever.” 

 

This is not only true for Israel as the people of God, but for us who’ve been grafted in. 

We are His people with a purpose and we will not pass away or cease to exist as His 

people as long as there is a sun, moon and stars. 

 

• We are God’s people and He will not forsake us, but fulfill His purpose through us.  

• He has a plan for us & as His people as long as we produce fruit in this world – He 

is not going to forsake us. 

• We are to be salt and light to the nations. 

YOU CANNOT BE LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 

IF YOU ARE ACTING LIKE THE NATIONS! 

 

We are called to be a city on a hill which is not to be hidden – Matt. 5:14 “You are the 

light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 

 

We are not to be a people in perpetual quarantine! 

We are called to be light, not to hide, not to be under the bed, sequestered and locked 

away, canceled and non-essential. 

 

What happens when we do misappropriate our purpose or we just quit or fail to walk 

in our purpose His has for us?  UNFRUITFULNESS 

 

The answer to that brings us to another fig tree spoken of in Luke 13:6-9 

“Jesus told them this parable: A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and 

again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. Finally, he said to 

his gardener, I’ve waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig. Cut it down, it’s 

just taking up space in the garden. 

The gardener answered, sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it 

specials attention and plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, fine, if not, then you can 

cut it down.” 

 

• Repeatedly, Jesus is teaching that the Owner of the fig tree – the Lord, expects FRUIT. 

• That is the fig trees purpose, if it doesn’t produce figs; it isn’t fulfilling its purpose – 

what good is it?  If salt loses it flavor, what good is it? 

• Fig trees were the most productive of the fruit trees, so the expectation was for much 

fruit. 
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Scripture teaches it was unlawful to cut down a fruit bearing tree, even if it’s minimal fruit, 

because there is still the potential it will bear greater fruit. Duet. 20:19 

• But this fig tree hadn’t borne any fruit for three years. 

• It’s not fulfilling its purpose or function and taking up valuable space, ground minerals 

and water that another tree or plant could be using. 

• It becomes a responsibility to cut it down and make way for fruitfulness. 

 

Just a few days from the telling of this parable, Jesus would be entering into Jerusalem and 

would see a fig tree with full leaves and the expectation was that He’d find figs/fruit on it – 

Matt. 21:18-19 

“As Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, He was hungry, and He noticed a fig tree beside the 

road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but there were only leaves. Then He said 

to it, may you never bear fruit again, and immediately the fig tree withered up.” 

 

• Perhaps it accentuated what Jesus was saying earlier about barrenness. 

• It had leaves, the appearance of a fruit producing tree, but no fruit – not fulfilling its 

purpose. 

• The fig tree being a picture of His people – it’s not enough to just put forth leaves 

giving the appearance of fruitfulness, but having no fruit. 

• It was even a flash back to the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve covered 

themselves with fig leaves in an effort to hide their failure to fulfill God’s purpose for 

them. 

• It was a message with Adam and Eve and through Jesus, God’s Son - that we can’t hide 

from Him looking for fruit in our lives. 

 

In the parable of the fig tree, it was given a reprieve of one year to start producing figs or it 

would be cut down. 

• So that fig tree had four years to produce the fruit expected from it. 

• The fig tree was representative of the Covenant Israel had with God as His people. 

• Is it not also possible that other nations that have made a Covenant with God are also 

expected to produce fruit that glorifies the Lord? AMERICA! 

• If that nation[s] planted in a particular place and for specific purpose fails to produce 

fruit, abandons its purpose, abdicates and fails to produce, is it not likely that the One 

who planted it expects it to produce the fruit and if it doesn’t – may have it cut down? 

 

Salt loses its saltiness when it’s diluted with other things! 

• When mixed and mingled with other things it loses its saltiness and loses its purpose. 

 



5 

 

This nation – the United States of America was conceived by God for a purpose. 

The Heavenly Father planted this land – fig tree, people in this land for the particular 

purpose of producing the fruit He expects. 

• Initially, the sower found good ground and produced good fruit which has impacted the 

entire world. 

• This nation, at one time was functioning at its purpose – to produce fruits of 

righteousness that brought glory and honor to the Lord. 

• America is not the America we’ve once known and it’s incredibly difficult to 

understand how fast it’s declining from its once blessed status. 

• It seems generally speaking that the heart of America has hardened against the Word – 

the fertile soil has become resistant to the Gospel message. 

• Those who are holding fast to the Word and God and its standards are being 

marginalized, singled out, canceled, mocked, viewed as problem citizens, dissenters, 

even terrorists against the government. 

 

As long as there’s prayers from our hearts, breath in our lips; our Heavenly Father will 

respond to us. 

• If we do see the decline of this nation and it withers as the fig tree did; our hope & 

purpose doesn’t have to die with it because the righteous who love the Lord will always 

have His presence, blessing and protection with them. 

• To the contrary of that, it is in the times of travail, mourning and trial that we will find 

ourselves producing more fruit than ever before. 

• Regardless of how this nation goes, we have a purpose – but we have to get our eyes 

off the wind, waves, storms and stay focused on the Lord Jesus and His command to 

COME and be His people who produces fruit for His glory. 

• There is no man that will save us. There is ONE SAVIOR and we must keep our eyes 

on Him. 

We Are In A Time When There Can Be An Abundance Of Fruit From The Body Of 

Jesus Christ If We Will Make Our Hearts Good Soil To Receive His Word. 

 

We Are In An Unprecedented Time  

And Its Time For Us To Be An Unprecedented People 

 

 

 

 

 


