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Mark. 11 - Soon, actually the next day, after Jesus made the Triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem, en route to celebrate Passover; He came into the Temple and looking around 

carefully at everything, He left because it was late in the afternoon, returning to Bethany 

with the disciples. 

 

Mark 11: 12-17 

“The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. He noticed a fig tree 

in full leaf a little way off, so He went over to see if He could find any figs. But there were 

only leaves because it was too early in the season for fruit.  

Then Jesus said to the tree, May no one ever eat your fruit again! And the disciples heard 

Him say it. 

When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out the 

people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money 

changers and the chairs of those selling doves, and He stopped everyone from using the 

Temple as a marketplace. 

Then He said to them, The scriptures declares, My Father’s Temple – House shall be 

called a house of prayer for all nations, but you have turned it into a den of thieves.” 

 

Vv. 20-21 “The next morning as they passed by the fig tree He had cursed, the disciples 

noticed it had withered from the roots up. Peter remembered what Jesus had said to the 

tree on the previous day and exclaimed, Look Rabbi! The fig tree You cursed has withered 

and died!” 

 

It’s evident from these and other scriptures, Yahweh and Yeshua look for fruit from Their 

Creation in both natural and spiritual realms. 

 

To understand this passage, a look at the chronological and geographical setting is 

necessary. 

1. When did this occur, what was the setting, and where did it happen?  

2. To fully understand this passage, we need to have an understanding of the importance 

of the fig tree in relation to the nation of Israel and understand how the fig tree is used 

in the Scriptures to symbolically represent Israel.  

3. We must have a basic understanding of the fig tree itself, it’s growing seasons. 

 

1. When: It happened during the week before His crucifixion.  

• Jesus entered Jerusalem a day earlier amid the praise and worship of the Jewish 

people who were looking to Him as the King/Messiah who was going to deliver 

them from Roman occupation - Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.1-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.1-11
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• After surveying the worship in the Temple; the next day on His way back into 

Jerusalem, He was hungry and saw a fig tree in the distance that had leaves on it 

Mark 11:13  

• Upon coming to the tree expecting to find something to eat, Jesus instead discovered 

that the fig tree had no fruit on it and cursed the tree. 

 

2. What: The question, Why did Jesus curse the fig tree if it was not the right season 

for figs? Seems unfair to the tree if it wasn’t its season to bear figs. 

• The fruit of the fig tree generally appears before the leaves, and, because the fruit is 

green it blends in with the leaves right up until it is almost ripe.  

• When Jesus and His disciples saw from a distance that the tree had leaves, they 

would have expected it to also have fruit on it even though it was earlier in the 

season than normal for a fig tree to be bearing fruit.  

• Each tree is capable of producing two to three crops of figs each season.  

• In some parts of Israel, depending on climate and conditions, it was also possible 

that a tree might produce fruit ten out of twelve months.  

• This explains why Jesus and His disciples would be looking for fruit on the fig tree 

even if it was not in a main growing season.  

 

 

3. Where: The fig tree is often used symbolically to represent Israel in the Scriptures. 

Hosea 9:10 “…When I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of 

the season.” 

Jer. 24:1-5  Israel as rotten figs to be thrown out; and good figs to be brought back 

into the land. 

• Jesus had arrived at Jerusalem amid great fanfare and great expectations – Mark 10 

tell us they were on the way to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover – [the height of the 

Jewish festival/calendar]. 

• He enters the Temple and looks around at everything [inspecting the situation of 

His Father’s House/Temple]. 

• The next day He returns and proceeds to cleanse the Temple and curse the barren fig 

tree.  

• Both had significance as to the spiritual condition of Israel.  

• With His cleansing of the Temple and His criticism of the worship that was going 

on there Matthew 21:13; Mark 11:17, Jesus was denouncing Israel’s corrupted 

worship of God.  

• With the cursing of the fig tree, He was symbolically denouncing Israel as a nation 

because they failed to respond properly in their relation to God and, denouncing 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2021.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.17
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unfruitful “Christians” - that is, people who profess to be Christian but have no 

evidence of a relationship with Christ. 

 

The fig tree represented the spiritual deadness of Israel, who while very religious 

outwardly with all the sacrifices and ceremonies, were spiritually barren because of their 

sins.  

By cleansing the Temple and cursing the fig tree, Jesus was pronouncing His coming 

judgment of Israel and demonstrating His power to carry it out.  

 

It also teaches the principle that religious profession and observance are not enough to 

guarantee salvation, unless there is fruit of genuine salvation evidenced in the life of the 

person.  

Matt. 3:7-8 John the baptizer’s message to those hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees 

was to REPENT and he asked who warned them to flee from the coming wrath!  

He demanded they produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

Repentance is the act of changing ones’ mind  

that results in a change of actions! 

 

James 2:26  “Faith without works is dead”  

 

This event in the ministry of Jesus illustrates three truths about The Father and His Son – 

Jesus: 

 

1. Yahweh EXPECTs us to bear fruit from the beginning: 

Gen. 1:28 “Then God blessed them [Adam & Eve] and said, Be fruitful and 

multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the seas, the birds in the 

sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” 

Fruitful – to reproduce, multiply/increase what’s there. 

• It applies to child bearing, but not only for the sake of having children; but so that 

those children become a Godly influence to dominate the world and all that moves 

on the earth. 

• Fruitfulness also applies to the individual’s life to produce spiritual fruit of 

goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, kindness and love – 

Gal. 5:22-23. 

• John 15:8 “When you produce much fruit, you are My true disciples. This brings 

great joy to My Father.” 
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2. Yahweh INSPECTS the fruit of our lives: 

• Matt 7:16- “You can identify them [false prophets/hypocrites] be their fruit, by the 

way they act. Can you pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? A good 

tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 

A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 

So, every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the 

firs. Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by 

their actions.” 

 

• Rev. 20:12-15 “I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the Throne, and 

books [plural] were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the Book of 

Life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 

they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and Hades gave 

up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according 

to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This 

is the second [final] death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found 

written in the Book of Life, they were thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 

3. Yahweh INCREASES fruitfulness: 

• John 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last and so that whatever you ask in My 

name the Father will give you.” 

• John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.” 

• John 15:8 “This is to My Fathers glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 

yourselves to be My disciples.” 

• Psa. 105:24 “He caused His people to be very fruitful, and made them stronger than 

their adversaries.” 

 

The lesson of the fig tree is that we should bear spiritual fruit Galatians 5:22-23  

“Holy Spirt produces this kind of fruit in our lives: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  

 

Not just give an appearance of religiosity. God judges fruitlessness, and expects that those 

who have a relationship with Him will “bear much fruit” John 15:5-8. 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.22-23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.5-8

