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Pursuing God’s Blessings Through the Beatitudes: 2 – “Cling closely to Jesus” 

Matthew 5:1-12: 
“He opened His mouth and taught them saying:  

 Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 

Kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on MY account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 
 

Psa. 139:1-2  “Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know when I sit 
down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar.” 

v. 23  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try-test me and know my anxious 
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked or hurtful way in me, and lead me in the 
everlasting way.” 

As we look at the Beatitudes spoken by Jesus, we see the characteristics of a true believer. 
We may experience discouragement or disappointment that our lives may not measure up 
in some areas. 
This is not Jesus’ attempt to condemn us – but to provide encouragement and a sense of 
challenge for us to honestly look at our heart and life. 

As we invite the Holy Spirit to test/try us and open our hearts to His gaze, we must be 
honest with ourselves and learn how to handle the truth about ourselves without giving 
into despair or quitting. 

Sometimes to get better at something or to feel better, we have to go through some pain or 
revelation about ourselves. 

This revelation is for the purpose of giving us an awareness of how far short we fall of the 
life God has called us to live. 
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We need to be made aware that we are not as righteous and holy as we thought we were, 
and apart from Jesus’ grace, we would not make it at all. 

It is this revelation that causes us to cling to Jesus more than ever. 

Our continuing need to come to Him for our peace, hope, joy, guidance is the purpose of 
why He convicts us of our shortcomings. 

So, the proper response to the Beatitudes is not to be overwhelmed by a list of what we 
aren’t doing right; but an experience to depend more on His grace and strength that He 
promises to give us. 

Be thankful to see your sins and failings clearly and allow the Holy Spirit to empower you 
to step forward in progress, not allowing your lack of progress to become a reason for 
quitting or becoming discourage. 

There will always be the tension between Standing in Grace and Striving for Growth! 

 

In every Christian there is a beginning of holiness, purity, contentment, peace, love for 
God and others that is far from being complete. 

What the Lord has begun in each of us - He is able to complete: 

Phil 1:6 “I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work 
in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ [up to the time of His return], 
developing [that good work] and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in you.” 

Col. 2:9-10 “For in Him the whole fullness of Deity continues to dwell in bodily form 
[giving complete expression of the divine nature]. And you are in Him, made full and 
having come to fullness of life [in Christ you too are filled with the Godhead – Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit – and reach full spiritual stature]. 
 
Roots – Shoots - Fruit  
 
The Lord never wants us in a state of condemnation for our sins or failures – so He always 
shows us what the blessed life looks like and how to make progress towards it. 
 
The Beatitudes show a definite order or progression with each one Jesus listed building 
and depending on the one before it. 
Like a road map showing the way for pursuing the blessed life.  
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1. The first three Beatitudes deal with our NEED. Called ROOTS 
 

 Matt. 5:3- “We are poor in spirit” [because we don’t have what it takes to   
                   live as God commands]. 

 Matt. 5:4 “We mourn” [because our sins are many]. 
 Matt. 5:5 “We become meek, rather than self-willed and defiant, [because we do 

                 not have the ability to direct our own lives wisely]. 
 
2. From the first three roots come the shoots of the fourth Beatitude: 

 Matt. 5:6  “We hunger and thirst for righteousness” 
 God uses the root of you seeing your need to produce the shoot of a deep longing 

to grow in righteousness. 
 When the roots of the first three Beatitudes are nourished, a great desire for 

righteousness will spring up in your life producing fruit. 
 
3. So, the roots produce the shoots and the shoots bear fruit. 

 Matt. 5:7 The fruit of MERCY/FORGIVENESS 
 Matt. 5:8 The fruit of PURITY 
 Matt. 5:9 The fruit of PEACE 

 
All of these Beatitudes reflect the character that God’s people are to actively pursue. 
 
There is an eighth Beatitude: 
Matt. 5:10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for My names sake.” 

 This one is different from the others because we are not called to pursue it, but we 
are called to understand that when we go after the blessed and Godly life that Jesus 
lays out for us, persecution will pursue us 

 Those who are blessed will be persecuted in this world: 
Phil. 1:29 “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in 
Him, but also to suffer for His sake…” 
2Tim. 3:11-12 “…what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the lord 
rescued me! Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

 
It is obvious that we cannot get the fruit without the shoot and you don’t get the shoot 
without the root. 
There is a progression that if we want to have the FRUITS: forgiveness, purity, and 
peace in our lives, we have to begin with the ROOTS: becoming poor in spirit, 
mourning over our sins, and meekly submitting ourselves to the will of God. 
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The order of the Beatitudes shows us how to make progress in the Christian life. 
 
We can use the pattern Jesus gave us as a model. 
 
There are many great theologians and pastors from the past that have written on the 
qualities of the Beatitudes and the importance of following the pattern Jesus gave us: 
 
Martin Lloyd Jones [1899-1981] said: “There is, beyond any question, a very definite 
order in these Beatitudes. Our Lord does not place them in their respective positions 
haphazardly or accidentally; there is what we may describe as a spiritual logical sequence 
to be found here.”  
 
Alexander Maclaren [1826-1910] said: “Each Beatitude springs from the proceeding, and 
all twined together make an ornament of grace upon the neck, a chain of jewels.” 
“An ordinary superficial view of these so-called Beatitudes is that they are simply a 
collection of unrelated sayings. But they are a great deal more than that. There is a vital 
connection and progress in them. The jewels are not flung down in a heap, they are braided 
together in a chain.” 
 
So how do we get to the blessing of Forgiveness, Purity, and Peace? 

 We’ve all been hurt by someone or something in life and those wounds run deep. 
 We all struggle with impurity in some form or another and feel trapped and hopeless 

for deliverance. 
 You have goals and desires for your family, your business or lives; but then there 

are family members who rebel and it just messes everything up everything we  had 
planned sometimes costing us valuable resources to help them, leaving a family in 
debt and restricted with both finances and energy. 

 
There is only one answer to get you to the blessings of Forgiveness, Purity and Peace: 
 
You get there by means of the first four Beatitudes: 

1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit” – realizing you, in yourself do not have what it takes 
and you must depend on the Lord and His provision for you. 

But learning that: “Greater is He who is in you than he that is in the world.” 
 

2. “Blessed are those who mourn over their own sins and the sins of others.” 
 Our own sins and those sins of those around us are many and we need to 

repent and make it right with God and with each other. 
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3. “Blessed are those who are meek” – rather than being self-willed; we turn to the 
Lord for His ways to guide our lives because we don’t have the ability to direct our 
live wisely on our own. Prov. 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and 
lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will 
direct your paths.” 

 
4. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied/filled.” 
 

If you feel stuck in your Christian life or life in general;  
The Beatitudes – the words of Jesus counsel you to just begin at the beginning – where it’s 
simple: 
 
Become poor in your spirit – admit you need the Lord’s help and come to Him. He’s 
waiting to help you and offers His love without condemnation. 
 


