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When The Enemy Thinks he Has You Where he Wants You – Part 2 

 

We are looking at the voyage taking Paul to Rome where he had appealed to Caesar in 

order to receive a fair trial for the charges brought against him. 

 

Acts 27:1-2 “When the time came, we set sail or Italy. Paul and several other prisoners 

were placed in the custody of a Roman officer name Julius, a captain of the Imperial 

Regiment. 

Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica, was also with us. We left on a ship whose 

home port was Adramyttium the Northwest coast of the province of Asia.” 

• All was well until they began to having rough seas. 

V. 8 - “We struggled along the coast with great difficulty and finally arrived at Fair 

Havens, near the town of Lasea. We had lost a lot of time. The weather was becoming 

dangerous for sea travel because it was so late in the fall, and Paul spoke to the ship’s 

officers about it.  

Men, he said, I believe there is trouble ahead if we go on – shipwreck, loss of cargo, 

and danger to our lives as well. But the officer in charge of the prisoners listened more 

to the ship’s captain and the owner than to Paul.” 

 

• The captain of the prisoners choose to believe the ship’s captain and owner in their 

earthly wisdom [business mindedness– they were behind schedule and needed to 

complete the voyage to make the money] rather than listen to Paul and his Holy 

Spirit discernment. 

o They operated in earthly, carnal knowledge. 

o Paul operated by Supernatural Knowledge through Holy Spirit. 

 

V. 13 -14  So, they set sail and encountered rougher seas as the weather changed abruptly 

and a typhoon type wind – a Northeaster, burst across the island and blew them out to sea. 

• Such forceful winds, the sailors had to give up and let the ship be blown. 

 

Vv. 16-20 They were blown out to sea, out of control. 

• They were throwing the ships tackle & cargo overboard to lighten the load just 

trying to survive. 

 

Vv. 21-26  The storm had blotted out the sun and stars- all navigation bearings. 

• Raged so fiercely ALL HOPE OF SURVIVAL WAS GONE. 

• They hadn’t eaten for 14 days due to severity of the storm. 
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• Paul finally called the crew together and said: ‘Men, you should have listened to me 

in the first place and not left Crete. You would have avoided all this damage and 

loss. But take courage! None of you will lose your lives, even though the ship will 

go down. For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve 

stood beside me, and said:  Don’t be afraid Paul, for you will surely stand trial 

before Caesar! What’s more, God in His goodness has granted safety to everyone 

sailing with you. So take courage! For I believe God. It will be just as He said. 

But we will be shipwrecked on an island.” 

 

Vv. 34-37 Paul encourages them to eat something for their own good. For not a hair of 

their heads will perish. Then he took some bread, gave thanks to God before them all, and 

broke off a piece and ate it. Then everyone was encouraged and began to eat – all 276of us 

who were on board. 

 

Vv. 40-44 They cut the anchors loose with the plan of running the ship aground on the 

shores of the island they had spotted. 

V. 44 – “Others held on to planks or debris from the broken ship. So everyone escaped 

safely to shore” – just a Paul had told them would happen. 

 

Acts. 28:1 

Once on shore, they discovered it was the Island of Malta. 

The people were kind and built a fire to welcome and warm them for it was cold and rainy. 

V. 3 – 4 “As Paul gathered an armful of sticks and was laying them on the fire, a 

poisonous snake – viper, driven by the heat, bit him on the hand. 

The people of the Island saw it hanging from his hand and said to each other, “A murderer, 

no doubt! Though he escaped the sea, justice will not permit him to live.” 

But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and was unharmed. The people waited for him to 

swell up or suddenly drop dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw that he 

wasn’t harmed, they changed their minds and decided he was a god.” 

 

• Instead of standing with arms folded and feeling: “Somebody needs to see to my 

needs; I’m traumatized by that storm & shipwreck experience.” 

“I told you guys not to set sail and to listen to my advice.” 

 

Paul was serving his captors and fellow prisoners by the menial task of gathering 

firewood. 

We need more servants in the Body of Christ who aren’t standing around complaining of 

how badly they’ve been treated and rough life has been to them. 
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• Yes, there are many shipwrecked lives, but we can’t stay there forever dwelling over 

mistakes, abuse & misfortune. 

 

Paul could have – but he didn’t! 

 

V.3 “Snake bit”  

• Yes, the enemy was trying again to kill Paul and stop the Gospel message through 

him. 

• But he “shook it off into the fire” 

• We’ve all been “snake bit” by: 

Disappointment – asking the question “WHY ME?” 

Hurt 

Poison of gossip 

Offense 

Betrayal – divorce – left out – ignored  

 

There comes a time we have to “SHAKE IT OFF” 

• Shake that snake into the fire and keep making forward progress. 

 

Those who knew the power of the venom of the snake bite knew Paul should have died 

from it. 

• They were watching him – judging him [he’s a murderer, but won’t escape 

judgment]. 

• Those who know what’s happen to you are watching to see how you’ll react. 

o Will you die from this, give up, turn bitter and hate for the rest of your life? 

o OR – will you “SHAKE IT OFF!” & walk in Holy Spirit power and move 

forward to minister to others? 

o Your Godly, committed response can change their minds about you and the 

Christ you serve. 

 

Paul’s actions changed the minds of those watching him waiting on him to die! 

• His testimony proved to them there is power in the name of Jesus to overcome all of 

life’s obstacles. 

• Your tests will give you a valid testimony. 

 

V.7-9  “Near the shore where we landed was an estate belonging to Publius, the chief 

official of the island. He welcomed us and treated us kindly for three days. As it happened, 

Publius’ father was ill with fever and dysentery. Paul went in and prayed for him, and 
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laying his hands on him, he healed him. Then all the other sick people on the island came 

and were healed.” 

 

• You & I overcoming our “SHIPWRECKS & SNAKE BITES,” REJECTION from 

others will open a door for us to minister to others. 

• You will be able to relate to others in their time of need. COMPASSION. 

• We will be empowered by Holy Spirit to bring healing to them. 

 

v. 10 “As a result we were showered with honors, and when the time came to sail, people 

supplied us with everything we would need for the trip.” 

 

What you’ve gone through and didn’t get stuck at will determine the Lord being able to 

move you to the next level of your journey to fulfill His will in your life. 

 

They had lost it all: 

•  The ship - transportation 

• The cargo – supplies for the journey 

• Their possessions – all they had in this world 

 

Because of Paul’s servant heart – they were showered with honor[s]. 

When it came time to sail again, all their needs were supplied by the islanders. 

 

So, Yes, you’ve been: 

• Misunderstood by others and misjudged and had to appeal to higher powers. 

• People didn’t appreciate your gifting’s and callings in the Spirit. 

• Shipwrecked by other people’s miscalculations in life. 

• Snake bit by the enemy trying to take you out. 

• Mis-judged by people who were watching your trials to see if you were going to 

survive. 

Rom. 8:35- “Can anything ever separate us form Christ’s love? Does it mean He no longer 

loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in 

danger, or threatened with death? As the Scriptures say “For Your sake we are killed every 

day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” NO, despite all these things, overwhelming 

victory if ours through Christ, who loves us> 
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Here’s your choice: 

 

1.  As Paul, continue to serve the Lord and others when you think they should be serving 

and attending to your needs? 

 

2. Shake off the SNAKE BITE into the fire to be destroyed instead of it destroying you? 

 

3. Allow Holy Spirit to minister to other and use your experience to give you compassion 

and motivation to help others find healing? 

 

There are many watching your life right now to see how you handle your trials. 

 

 

[Don’t put in power point this last note] 

 

The altar is open to: 

 

1. To those who want to surrender their lives to God’s purposes and find healing for 

the snake bites. 

 

2. Commit themselves to a life of servanthood to see others healed and made whole. 

 

 


