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Choices: Matt. 7:15-20 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn 

bushes or grapes from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every 

tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their 

fruits you will know them.” 

Jesus gives His disciples a warning against false prophets and a test for unmasking them. 

• A prophet/messenger is someone who speaks on behalf of God.  

• A false prophet/messenger is someone who claims to speak on God’s behalf when in 

reality he/she is lying or deceptively using God’s Word for their own advantage. 

 

Given what Jesus said about entering through the narrow gate Matt 7: 13, false prophets 

will encourage many to enter the wide gate leading to destruction.  

Be on the lookout for them and do not listen to what they have to say. 

 

Jesus’ definition of the character of false prophets/messengers who claim to speak in 

His name and represent His Kingdom: 

 

1. Jesus warns false prophets will appear innocent and harmless, coming to you in 

sheep’s clothing, [sheep are considered harmless animals] but false messengers are not 

harmless.  

2. Their appearance is deceptive and their effect is deadly.  

3. Inwardly [the part you cannot always detect readily] they are ravenous wolves.  

4. These false prophets are looking to take advantage of you.  

5. They will destroy and consume your soul to get what they want.  

6. Jesus describes them as wolves in sheep’s clothing: 

• The illustration probably refers to their pretending to be one of the sheep. 

In those days, shepherds typically wore woolen clothing which came from the sheep 

they cared for. 

False prophets pretend to be shepherds/leaders who care for the flock, but really are 

wolves that destroy the flock. They feast on unstable and immature believers—those 

not trained in and obedient to Scripture 

• False prophets mimicked the clothes of true prophets.  

Prophets were known by their simple, uncomfortable clothing, which symbolized 

their forsaking the comforts of the world for the cause of God. 

Like Elijah, they often wore animal clothes.  

Therefore, false prophets would wear similar clothes to deceive others. 
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Christ taught that in the last days false prophets would increase in number and lead many 

believers away from God. In Matthew 24:11, He said, “And many false prophets will 

appear and deceive many.” 

 

Jesus tells His disciples how to recognize false prophets.  

1. His disciples will know them by their fruits.  

2. Fruits is a metaphor for their works or what they produce.  

• It refers to what comes out of their lives. 

 

Peter & Paul also tell us how to identify false prophets/messengers: 

 

They will often be identified by pride, anger, and lust for money, discord. 

2Peter 2:3  “And in their greed they will make up clever lies to get hold of your money.”  

Their fruit will primarily be about making more money and living a luxurious life. 

 

2 Timothy 3:6  “They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over 

gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil 

desires.”  

• They will seek to control people’s time, money, and relationships.  

• They tend to become abusive when others make their own decisions.  

• They often claim they are the true medium between God and people, as if people 

can’t discern God’s voice and make their own decisions.  

• They’re identifiable by their lusts—sexual harassment and multiple affairs, along 

with vile acts. 

• False prophets will be identified by their lack of true Christian character. 

• They and their errors are gold covered [look good] with the pretense of sanctity and 

devotion. “Satan turns himself into an angel of light.” 2 Cor. 11:13, 14. 

False teachers are identified by the fruit of their influence. 

2 Peter 2:2 says, “And many will follow their debauched [destructive, wasteful] lifestyles. 

Because of these false teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.”  

• The influence of a false prophet/messenger’s life will bear bad fruit in those he/she 

influences. 

• Paul said their “message will spread its infection like gangrene” 2 Tim 2:17.  

• Like cancer, it rots beliefs, then character, and ultimately pulls people away from Christ 

and His church, the Truth of the Gospel. 

• False teachers will be known by their ungodly influence on others. 
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1. Because of false teachers and their destructive influence, believers must constantly 

test the teachings they hear with Scripture.  

• Believers must be like the Bereans of Acts 17:11 “They eagerly received the message, 

examining the scriptures carefully every day to see if these things were so.”  

• God honored them because they tested everything that Paul said to make sure it lined 

up with God’s Word.  

• Every believer must develop a culture of opening their Bible to test the teachings they 

hear, and not just accept them.  

• If the sermon or a person’s life [who professes to be a believer] is void of Scripture or 

is twisted and not based on Scripture, there is a problem.  

• Every believer who professes Jesus as Lord must be held accountable for accurately 

representing the Word.  

2Tim 2:19 “The foundation of God stands sure, having this seal. The Lord knows them 

that are His. Let everyone that names the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 

2. Because of false teachers and their destructive influence, believers must be 

discerning without being judgmental. 

Matthew 7:1 - Christ taught that his followers must not judge or they will be judged.  

• This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t call out sin and false doctrine.  

• It means we must call it out in ourselves first.  

• Then we will be able to take the plank out of our own eye before we take the speck out 

of another’s (Matt 7:3-5).  We must be careful of our attitudes.  

• A judgmental attitude takes joy in the failures of others who may be brothers or sisters. 

• It’s a way of exalting ourselves by pulling others down.  

• Christ calls us to be discerning, He doesn’t give us freedom to become heresy 

hunters—attacking every doctrinal (or moral) failure of others.  

• All of us have some doctrinal error or personal sin affecting our ability to properly 

understand God’s Word. 

• We must be gracious when others fail doctrinally and help them come to the truth.  

• However, we must not tolerate heretical doctrinal errors that ultimately can be 

damning, allowing people to destroy themselves or be destroyed by the enemy. 

• Paul said; Gal. 6:1 “If a man/believer be overtaken in a fault-[transgression, sin, 

trespass], you who are spiritual [regenerated, supernatural] restore [repair, mend, put 

back together] such a one in the spirit of meekness [gentleness, humility], considering 

[taking heed], yourself, lest you also be tempted [enticed].” 
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3. Because of false teachers and their destructive influence, believers must become 

mature to protect themselves, but also so they can protect others. 

• We all bear the responsibility to protect ourselves through studying Scripture,  

• Few of us will protect others from the office of a pastor/elder, but many of us will do 

this from the role of a spiritual mother or father, or older brother or sister or friend. 

• If we never mature in Christ, we will never effectively protect others or deliver them 

when they are caught in sin.  

• That is primarily what many of Paul’s letters do.  

• They are written to combat false doctrine, equip those fighting it, and deliver those 

caught in it.  

• We must all develop Paul’s pastoral affection and skill to effectively help others.  

• During spiritual infancy, we primarily care about ourselves and our welfare.  

During spiritual adulthood, we become concerned with others and their spiritual 

welfare.  

• Jude 1:22-23  The Word calls us to minister to those caught in false doctrine:  
“And have mercy on those who waver; save others by snatching them out of the fire; 

have mercy on others, coupled with a fear of God, hating even the clothes stained by 

the flesh”  

Conclusion: 

A couple of messages back, when we looked at Matthew 7:13-14, Christ called His 

listeners to decide which path they would follow.  

• Would they follow the broad path that leads to destruction or the narrow path that 

leads to life?  

• He challenges us to not simply listen to the Sermon on the Mount and marvel.  

• We must decide whether to follow His words and enter the Kingdom of Heaven or not. 

Here in Matthew 7:15-20, He describes why some will not enter the narrow road.  

• They will not enter because of false prophets.  

• False prophets will usher them off the narrow road onto the broad path of destruction.  

Jesus calls His followers to bear righteous fruit produced by right living in order 

that we ourselves enter the Kingdom of Heaven and that we influence others who 

will observe our righteous fruit! 
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