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Testing the Supernatural - Lesson 2 “How was the experience received.” 

 

Again, I make the statement that my intentions are not to say whether the prophetic voices 

declaring elections results were either true or false. I am giving Biblical principles of how 

to interpret and discern. 

 

Four Questions to ask about words, revelations, dreams, etc.: 

 

1. How was it received? 

 

2. What is its contents/context? 

 

3. What is its long-term fruit? 

 

4. Who does it glorify? 

 

This lesson will look at the source of the word, dream, vision or revelation. 

 

There are multiple possible sources: 

 

 God 

 Seducing spirits 

 A persons own imagination 

 

The way the word, vision, dream, revelation is received usually points to its origin. 

Sounds too simple, but it’s true. 

 

Ex:  Acts 9, 26  record how the Lord first spoke to Saul, then Paul.  

Acts 9:3-7 “As he, Saul, was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, 

and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard 

a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? And he said, Who are you 

Lord? And He said, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, 

and it will be told you what you must do.  The men who traveled with him stood 

speechless, hearing the voice but seeing on one.” 

 

Years later as Paul stood before King Agrippa, he included more about his conversion 

experience: 

Acts 26:13-16  “At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the 

brightness of the sun, shining around about me and them which journeyed with me. And 

when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking to me, and saying in the 
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Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutes thou Me? It is hard for you to kick against the 

pricks. And I said, who are you, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 

But rise, and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make of 

you a minister and a witness both of these things which you have seen, and of those things 

in the which I will appear to you.” 

 

There are several points coming from this example of Paul: 

1. He was completely taken by surprise by this encounter. 

 Believers are never encouraged by the scriptures to seek a dream, vision, 

revelation or spiritual manifestation. 

 The Biblical pattern always shows that God is the initiator of these experiences. 

It’s not the man who seeks an experience; it is God who seeks to give it to him. 

 

 A look at all the people in scripture who had encounters and supernatural 

experiences with God shows it was the Lord who initiated the encounter: 

o Abraham, Moses, Daniel, all the prophets, Paul, Peter, Ananias. 

 

2. Most occultic practices require those involved to initiate experiences as they attempt 

to peer or probe into the spiritual realms. 

 This is a scriptural forbidden practice – Deut. 18. 

 

Going back to Paul’s example: 

Acts 9:10-12:  Ananias received a supernatural vision regarding Paul 

“There was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to Him the Lord said in a 

vision, Ananias, and he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  And the Lord said to him, Arise 

and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one 

called Saul, of Tarsus; for, behold, he prays and has seen in a vison a man named Ananias 

coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.” 

 

 Ananias was praying, not seeking a vision or revelation and was quite concerned 

the Lord would send him to pray for Paul – he was dangerous to the believers. 

 It was a suddenly of God that initiated Ananias to go. 

 

Acts 10:1-3 Cornelius the Gentile had an angelic visitation. 

“There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 

Italian band, a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much 

alms to the people, and prayed to God always. He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth 

hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying to him, Cornelius…” 

 



3 

 

 Same pattern: he was simply praying, not trying to pry into the spirit realm for an 

experience. He was a good man with an open heart, not even born again yet! 

 God was the initiator invading his world with a supernatural vision. 

 

Acts 10:9-11 Peter’s vision 

“Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour; and he became very 

hungry, and would have eaten; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, and saw 

heaven opened…” 

 

 This was when the Lord showed Peter that God was not a respecter of persons and 

the Gentiles are included in the Gospel and Kingdom message. 

 Peter had no expectation and was quite surprised and actually resistant at first to the 

new revelation about the Gentiles. 

 He just had some free time on his hands before lunch and decided to spend it 

praying. 

 The phrase “fell into a trance” describes something that “takes one off guard and 

surprised.” 

 He wasn’t looking, seeking some revelation or experience, God chose the time. 

 God invaded his world to tell him something he needed to know for Kingdom 

purposes. 

 

Forbidden ways to receive revelations: 

 

The occult operates in the exact opposite as the Kingdom of God. 

 Instead of God initiating, people in the occult try to peer or probe into the spirit 

realm by their own initiative to gain a spiritual experience. 

 Just as God’s Word shows us how a genuine word, revelation is received, it also list 

forbidden ways to receive supernatural experiences, or ways He does not 

communicate with His people. 

Deut. 18:9-14:  “When you come into the land which the Lord your God gives you, you 

shall not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found 

among you anyone that makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses 

divination, or an observers of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a 

consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things 

are an abomination to the Lord; and because of these abominations the Lord your God 

does drive them out from before you.  Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord your God. For 

these nations, which you will possess, hearkened to observers of times, and to diviners; but 

as for you, the Lord your God has not suffered you to do so.” 
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 The Lord is straight up and clear about those who would probe or peer into the spirit 

realm by their own initiative. 

 

 Why?  

o They are not dependent on the Lord, who has good things for them.  

o They are trusting in another god or power other than the Lord.  

o The potential that the demonic and deception of satan will give them an 

experience which will eventually be damning to their soul. 

 

When you examine the myriads of cults in the world, most of them were founded by 

someone who claimed “a special revelation/visitation” from God whether by dream, 

vision, angel or some supernatural means. 

In most cases, the persons were attempting to peer into the supernatural on their own 

initiative and the enemy is more than willing to accommodate and give them the false. 

 

God really demands His people’s absolute obedience on this issue for our own good. 

He knows the enemy is out to destroy us while He wants us to have life and life more 

abundantly. 

 

True story: 

There was a woman who claimed God gave her a prophetic gift in the night when she had 

a dream of a large black snake crawling into bed with her wrapping itself around her. 

 That in itself is a giveaway of the source of her claim. 

 She had opened the door to a false spirit through her seeking the initiative on her 

own. 

 

In all the examples I’ve given, plus many more, God sent dreams, visions, revelations, 

spiritual manifestations to those who are simply praying and seeking God’s will for their 

lives. 

 No one was attempting to break through the spirit realm to have an experience. 

 It was God who broke into their natural realm giving them the information He 

wanted them to have. 

 

Our responsibility is to be in prayer position so that IF God wants to invade our space to 

speak to us, our hearts will be open and to hear His voice. 

 

So, the first most important question to ask if someone shares or promotes a revelation is: 

How was this received? What can be identified as the source of this information? 

 

When the Lord makes special contact and shares information, the experience is always in 

agreement with His Word.  
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God never contradicts Himself when He speaks. 

What is said always will agree with the Bible.  

 


