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Matt. 24:7 “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom…” 

 

Jesus continues explaining the signs we can expect as we progress into the last of the Last 

Days. 

 

When generations after us reflect on the past, true history will record our time as a moment 

when mayhem rocked many parts of the planet on a wider scale than ever before. 

 

Today, we are seeing an array of nations, races, religions, political parties and ideologies 

locked into a collision course against one another. 

 

Biblical historians have pointed out the time of the New Testament when Jesus prophesied 

about the clashing of nations and kingdoms. 

• Nations and kingdoms were already in conflict with each other. 

• Jesus knew that, but He was saying the increase and escalation of these events 

would be a marker for the people of God to know the last of the Last Days was upon 

them. 

• His use of the words “Shall” meant this conflict referred to future events such as 

Matt. 24, Luke 21, and Mark 13 tell us. 

 

Rising against: 

• Describes: “Upheavals, confusion, disorder, turmoil and instability that will 

affect the entire world. 

• It is a boiling among the nations as a sign of Jesus’ soon coming. 

 

The Jewish Rabbis of Jesus’ day taught that in the time just before the coming of the 

Messiah, conflicts and wars would be stirred up in the world. 

When we see these things happening, it will be a signal to expect the imminent return of 

the Messiah. 

 

Racial and Ethnic Conflict: 

 

The word “Nation” is where the word “ethnic” comes from. 

• Jesus was forecasting a time when ethnic groups would rise up against other ethnic 

groups. 

• We are definitely seeing the rise of tension, misunderstanding and violence among 

ethnic groups – not just in localized settings; but worldwide. 
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o Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and now in America and every other part of 

the world. As I prepare this message there is rioting in the streets of Burma 

[now a part of Myanmar] and Sweden. 

• One would think we would have figured out a peaceful way to exist together by 

now, but that is far from actuality. 

• I believe this has many causes: 

o The basic selfishness of humanity. 

o The pride of races against one another. 

o Lack of willingness to be more tolerant towards someone different from 

ourselves. 

o There is a devil and demonic forces that are out to cause strife and division 

and to kill, steal and destroy us by pitting us against one another. 

o There are probably many more factors, but these are some of the main causes. 

The truth is: You cannot legislate through laws or force people to love and respect one 

another; it has to come from a heart change and seeing people as our Creator 

sees them. 

 

Religion and Politics: 

 

From the beginning there has been conflict and tension over religion: 

Gen. 4 – the story between the first brothers born on earth. 

• Abel was a keeper of flocks, Cain was a tiller of the soil. 

• Abel brought the first fruit offering of a sacrificed animal requiring blood for the 

sacrifice; Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground. 

• Abel’s offering was accepted by the Lord, Cain’s offering was rejected. 

• A difference of their worship to the Lord was noted. 

• Cain became jealous and angry and killed his brother over their differences of 

worship to the Lord. 

 

A more modern example of this conflict is found between the Shite Muslims and the Sunni 

Muslims. 

• They both claim Islam as their faith; yet these groups fiercely oppose each other and 

are constantly at war trying to eliminate the other. 

 

We personally can no longer go to Cameroon, Africa due to the religious tension in the 

Northern part of the country due to the BOKO HAREM persecuting Christians – 

kidnapping the women and children and taking hostages for ransom. 
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Heads of State and other workers in International affairs are aware the conflicts are 

growing more tense within foreign countries as well as here in America. 

• Among the tribes of Africa, Muslim factions, the Middle East and Europe 

antagonism is increasing. 

• Our Ambassadors are finding that peace between these ethnic people is harder to 

arbitrate, making the world less controlled and less predictable and more 

unstable. A ripe picking for the Anti-Christ to come on the scene with a world-

peace plan. 

 

Violent  Force and a Lust for Superiority: 

 

Jesus’ use of the word “against” is the “idea of force being used against one another.” 

• He was forecasting a time when nations or ethnic groups would forcibly or violently 

rise up against other groups. 

• The word also conveys “a group attempting to gain superiority over another.” 

 

Human wisdom, try as it may, will never be able to prevail against the contentions 

challenging the world today.  

• We should not cease attempting to be peace makers among nations and ethnic 

groups; but it will never totally be brought to peace until the Prince of Peace steps 

on the world scene with His Kingdom. 

 

• We, as believers, are left here to “Occupy” until He comes to resist the evil forces 

attempting to tear apart nations and ethnic groups. 

 

Uncivil Politics: 

 

Matt. 24:7 “Nation shall rise against nation…Kingdom shall rise against kingdom..” 

 

Kingdom refers to “a dominion or realm of power and influence.” 

• This could present the idea of nations, political parties, alliances and ideological 

factions that are maneuvering for superiority over one another at the end of time. 

 

This is reflective of the political upheaval we are seeing all over the world and especially 

in the United States today: 

• We must admit, we are witnessing the most uncivil politics in contemporary history. 

• One party or affiliation not only is attempting to gain superiority over another – but 

they also seem to be trying to decimate one another in the process. 
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• This battle for superiority at almost any cost alerts us that our culture has taken a 

negative turn in terms of civility. 

 

How can and should we respond? 

 

Paul give us direction for the time we are living in – 2Tim.3:1-17 

 

1. Know this also, that in the last days perilous-dangerous times shall come. 

2. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. 

3. Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 

those that are good, 

4. Traitors, heady, high-minded, overs of pleasures more than lovers of God; 

5. Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof; from such turn away. 

6. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and led captive silly women laden 

with sins, led away with divers lusts, 

7. Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

8. Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth; men of 

corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 

9. But they shall proceed no further; for their folly shall be manifest to all men, as theirs 

also was. 

10. But you have fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 

longsuffering, charity, patience, 

11. Persecutions, afflictions, which came to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what 

persecutions I endured; but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12. Yes, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

13. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 

deceived. 

14. But continue you in the things which you have learned and have been assured off, 

knowing of whom you have learned them: 

15. That from a child you have known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17. That the man/woman of God may be perfect/complete/mature, thoroughly 

furnished for all good works.” 
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vv. 10-17 – Paul gives this admonition to all those who would embrace living and 

following the Lord Jesus Christ for all times, but especially for those living in the Last 

Days. 

 

The world is sinking into a deeper darkness – that’s the reality! 

But, this is our best hour to shine as children of God. 

• Not a time to succumb to fear. 

• It’s time to step up & resist fear and command it to go in the name of Jesus. 

• It’s time to embrace the opportunities we encounter to bring truth, deliverance and 

freedom to people who are gripped with demonic strongholds. 

• God has ordained you – called you for this time – empowered you to live 

victoriously for Him and to fulfill His purposes for your life in these Last Days. 

 

Above all, this is the time to invest in the Kingdom of God with your:  

• Talents [God given gifts] 

• Time [The most precious commodity we have] 

• Treasures [God given resources]  

 

Each year in the month of March, we dedicate to raising funds for 13 Missionaries WOWC 

supports who are reaching the U.P.G.’s [Unreached People Groups] of the world. 

 

I want to encourage and challenge you [even during this Covid season] to Pray and ask the 

Lord what He would have you to give – set aside above your regular tithing amount. 

If you will Obey what He tells you to give, we will be able to continue to assist these 

missionaries fulfill the call of God to reach these people. 

 

This effort is in fulfilling the Covenant those early settlers made to the Lord at Cape 

Henry, that the Gospel would go from the shores of eastern VA. to all the world. 

It is also in alignment with the mission the Lord gave WOWC in 2000  

“To REACH ALL People, RESTORE the hurting,  

and DISCIPLE Every believer into active ministry.” 

 

 

 

 

 


