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Choices #3 Matt. 7:21-23 

 

Weeks 1 & 2 of the series on Choices Jesus talked about the Wide gate and the Narrow 

gate, the wide road and the narrow road and that most people would choose the wide-broad 

road; week 2 – Jesus talked about the true followers of His would bear good fruit and 

would be distinguishable from those who bore bad fruit who deceived people with 

hypocritical living. 

 

Mattt.7:21-23 This week’s focus is on the true “Followers of Jesus” 

“Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 

who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?  

And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness.” 

 

The Church today not only has to beware of false prophets, but also false disciples. 

 Claiming Jesus as Lord as an oral confession does not always indicate a person’s 

heart is truly repentant and turned from sin to follow Jesus as Lord. 

 

The book of Revelation is full of shocking and terrifying things.  

 Strange creatures, horrible things happening on the earth, apostasy, war, famine, 

death, martyrdom, and terrors all occur in just the first few chapters.  

 In the last few chapters there is Anti-Christ, the Beast, Armageddon and the final 

judgement.  

 Revelation is a very alarming book, yet I think the words of Jesus on the matter of 

being self-deceived are much more alarming. 

 

Sin is deceitful itself, but self-righteousness is the most deceptive of all sin because it gives 

the illusion that you are doing what is right, true and good before God, yet the whole time 

you heart is not really surrendered to His Lorship. 

 The Pharisees and Sadducees were found to be lacking in understanding the Lord 

was looking for true righteousness from their hearts rather than adherence to rules 

and regulations they thought were the fulfillment of the religious requirements. 

 Paul was blameless as far as observing the Law, he persecuted the church out of his 

zeal for the Lord, he was fervent in his desire to follow the Lord, but he was very 

wrong and misguided by self-righteousness. 
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The Self-Deceived 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who 

does the will of My Father who is in heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 

perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness.” 

 To have lived your life thinking that you were truly serving the Lord, doing many good 

things in His name, and then to find out that He rejects you as never knowing you and 

sends you away to eternal judgement – would be horrifying! 

 The fact that there may well be people in this room today or part of this service that will 

hear those words applied to them, and that I too had better examine myself carefully to 

make sure that Jesus is not talking about me. 

Jesus lays down the premise in Matthew 7:21 and then illustrates it in Matthew 7:22,23. 

The premise “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”  

 There is more to entering the kingdom of heaven than just what is professed by the lips. 

There has to be an accompanying obedience to the Christian life.  

 Some might object that this sounds like a works-based salvation. It is not.  

False Claim of Relationship 

 They say to Jesus, “Lord, Lord.” The word “lord” could be used as a simple term of 

respect, but the double usage of it suggests more as indicated by their claim to have 

prophesied, cast out demons and performed miracles in the name of Jesus.  

 

 They acknowledged Jesus as Lord in the sense of the common, Jewish use of the 

title for Jehovah or Yahweh, the name of God.  

 

 These people understood and acknowledged that Jesus is God. These are people that 

would have made a profession of faith in Christ.  

 

 They had good theology, even acknowledging Jesus as the Lord God, but Jesus says 

that “not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven.  

 

 Some will, but not everyone. The adjective Jesus uses here in Matthew 7:22, there 

will be many that will not. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%207.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.22
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 Jesus wasn’t talking about people that were nonchalant, casual in their approach to 

Him, or people on the fringes of the church.  

 

 Jesus says that “many will say to Me on that day.” What day?  

The day of judgement as mentioned in Isaiah 2:12; Joel 2:1; Malachi 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 

5:2; 2 Peter 3:10,   

False Claim of Ministry 

Notice again their claims: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  

 These are the cries of people who are in shock over where they find themselves -

astonished to be standing before the Lord in judgement.  

 They are now trying to justify themselves. ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 

 In short, they argue, “look at all we have done for You, surely You will accept us into 

Your kingdom!”  

 Their efforts and works were self-deceptive. 

I believe their claims are legitimate for the Lord gives no rebuke for lying in His presence.  

 There are plenty of examples of unregenerate people doing these very things. 

Philippians 1:15-17 Paul speaks of those that were “preaching Christ even from envy 

and strife” and “out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to 

cause me distress in my imprisonment.” Paul rejoiced that Christ was being proclaimed 

regardless of the motive, but these people would not rejoice when they stood before the 

Lord and tried to justify themselves. 

 Acts 19:13-17 the seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, made their living as 

exorcists. In this passage we find them trying to cast the demons out of man saying, “I 

adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 

 In this case the evil spirit turned on them saying, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about 

Paul, but who are you?” where upon the demon in the man caused him to leap on them 

and over power them so that they fled the house naked.  

 It is dangerous business to get involved with demons when you do not know the Lord, 

but the fact that they had been doing this from place to place indicates that they 

had had some success in casting out demons. 

 Mark 3:23-24 “Pharisees accused Jesus of delivering people by the power of satan to 

which Jesus responded: “How can satan cast out satan, a kingdom divided against itself 

cannot stand.”  So, in their thinking, a person could have authority over satan without 

being from God! 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Joel%202.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%204.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.15-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2019.13-17
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Throughout the Scriptures, from the magicians of Egypt during the time of Moses to the 

Beast who will perform wonders during the tribulation, we find false prophets who are 

able to do miracles.  

Matthew 7:22 we find these people standing before the Lord trying to justify themselves 

because of all the wonderful things they did in the name of Jesus, yet the sad truth is that 

they were completely self-deceived.  

Their lives and their words here show they loved  

and trusted themselves and not God. 

 If their trust had been in God, then their appeal to righteousness in Him would have 

been based on what Jesus had done for them.  

 Instead their appeal is based on what they thought they had done for God.  

 It does not matter how good or how zealous for God you are, your righteousness before 

Him is as filthy rags Isaiah 64:6.  

 You come to God based on the righteousness of Christ, or not at all. 

Their Judgment 

Jesus says to them in Matthew 7:23, “I never knew you.”  

They did not know Jesus and Jesus did not know them. Jesus knew about them and they 

knew about Jesus, but there was no intimacy of relationship which the word for “know” 

indicates.  

 It does not matter how much head knowledge you have about God, if you are not 

adopted into His kingdom as one of His children, then you are not going to enter 

because Heaven is not your home. 

Those who love Jesus obey Him – the test if you’re really His! 

 JESUS said in John 14:21, “He who has my commandments and obeys them, he it is 

that loves Me.” In verse 23 & 24 Jesus adds, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My 

word . . . He who does not love Me does not keep My words.”  

 Jesus says of these people that they were those who continued to practice iniquity – 

lawlessness. Remember the context here is still self-righteousness.  

 But Jesus says they practiced lawlessness. The word here is literally, “without law,” 

referring to the law of God, for they had their own code of conduct.  

Prov. 14:12 “There is a way which seems right to a man, but the end are the ways of 

death.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2064.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.21
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 That is why self-righteousness is so dangerous. You believe you are doing what God 

wants, but His commandments have been twisted.  

 

No one who lives according to the flesh will enter the kingdom.  

 

 Paul says in Galatians 5:19-21, “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: 

immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities. strife, jealousy, outbursts 

of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things 

like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who 

practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  

 If those sins are still operative in your life, then do not fool yourself, you are on the 

broad path to destruction, not the narrow path to life.  

 But you say, “I have made a profession of faith in Christ,” “I have prayed the prayer,” 

“I have walked the aisle,” “I raised my hand at the evangelistic meeting,” “I have 

been baptized.”  

 Well, that is nice, but if you are continuing in sin, you had better examine the path you 

are on. 

If you think that you are a Christian because you attend church services, pay tithes, made a 

public profession of faith, prayed a prayer, walked an aisle, raised your hand, were 

baptized, even involved in a ministry, or because a pastor or evangelist told you that you 

were now a Christian, then you are under a delusion. 

You need to do what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 13:5, “Test yourselves to see if you are in 

the faith; examine yourselves!” because if your salvation is based on any of those things I 

mentioned, then you have a false assurance of salvation.  

 They are all based on having faith in what you did and not in Christ.  

 That is the deceitfulness of self-righteousness.  

 Unless your salvation is based on God’s graciously regenerating you - making you who 

were dead in trespasses and sin alive again through the power of the Holy spirit by His 

gift of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His atonement, then you are not saved. 

Assurance of Salvation 

If you want assurance of salvation, check in with the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 8:16 tells us that the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the 

children of God.” Do you know God personally as one of His children? 

 Intellectual knowledge is not enough. Does Jesus know you? Does He have a 

personal relationship with you? 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.19-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2013.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.16
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John also wants us to have assurance by examining our lives: 

I John 2:3-6 says, “And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 

commandments. The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not keep 

His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 

word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in 

Him; the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as 

He walked.” 

 Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”  

 The truth of the person’s faith will be seen in the fruits of righteousness which is doing 

the will of the Father. 

 Do not be deceived by someone’s claim to be godly or even by any wondrous works 

they may do.  

 The real test of a genuine Christian, a person with a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ, is the fruit of righteousness.  

 Their character will be marked by the qualities found in the Beatitudes & Gal. 5. 

 Those that are disobedient to God, and those that make up their own standards of 

righteousness to replace God’s standards, are false. Beware of such false prophets. 

Take care to watch for such false professions, lest you be among them. 

Examine yourselves and see what your faith is in. Are you trusting Christ or something 

else? Examine your life and see who you are living for. Are you doing God’s will or your 

own? I would much rather have you unsure of your salvation and seeking to work it out in 

fear and trembling (Philippians 3:12) than blindly going your own way only to hear the 

Lord say to you, “I never knew you; Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” 

Do you know Jesus Christ? Does He know you? What will He say when you stand before 

Him? Will He say, as He does in Matthew 25, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world,” or will it be, 

Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil 

and his angels.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.3-6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%203.12

