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How Full Is Your Love Tank? 

 

Many of the signs of the times Jesus warns us about such as pandemics, earthquakes, wars, 

persecutions and false religions have the potential of affecting tens of thousands of people 

at a time. 

But a sign that Jesus says is coming that will affect the entire planet is found in  

Matt. 24:12 “Because lawlessness is increased/abounds, most people’s love will 

grow cold.” 

 

• This sign has the potential for showing up in ever home, church, community, 

city/state, and nation on the earth. 

• Jesus described this sign as a world-wide, societal occurrence. 

• It will happen among saints and sinners as the end draws near. 

• According to Jesus, this sign will authenticate we are getting closer to the end of the 

age. 

 

Iniquity - “Lawlessness” “Because lawlessness will abound, the love of many shall 

wax cold.” 

• It will be a time of worldwide lawlessness such as we’re seeing in the streets of most 

major nations. 

 

Lawlessness –  Refers to the actions of individuals, a group of people, a nation or an 

entire society/culture who have chosen to live apart from God’s laws 

and principles. 

• Can be persons/nations who once followed Biblical principles but have elected to 

create their own ways not founded in the principles of God’s Word. 

• Can be persons/nations who have never followed God’s ways. 

• They are lawless or living by their own evolving principles not based on the 

established truths of God’s Word. 

 

A Worldwide Rejection of God: 

 

According to Rom. 1, Paul wrote about a mass departure from God’s principles and its 

results on society: 

v. 28- “Just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to 

a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,” 
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“To acknowledge God or retain God in their knowledge” – Rom. 1:28 – They no longer 

held or embraced the knowledge of God, they knowingly chose to “Let go” of God and 

His principles in order to go their new direction. 

• They have knowingly chosen to let go and lay aside and reject Scripture and 

principles that are the foundation guide for society. 

 

Instead of clinging to the spiritual laws and truth they had known – and that had guided 

them in the past – these people chose to go another direction opposite of God. 

 

This collective rejection of God is confirmed by Paul in 2Thess. 2:3 where he describes a 

great “falling away” of people in the Last Days. 

“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it [Day of the Lord] will not come unless the 

apostasy [falling away] comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 

destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so called god or object of 

worship so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,…” 

• Apostasy = “An abandonment of what one has professed; a total desertion, or 

departure from one’s faith or religion.” 

• It can be described as a mutiny against authority – a revolt against God Himself. 

• This will effect society at large according to both Jesus and Paul’s words. 

 

Rom. 1:28 “Just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them 

over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,” 

• As a result of peoples own choice to let God go from their knowledge, “God gave 

them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not proper/convenient.” 

 

Question: Was it the Lord who gave them up – or did they turn from God and give up 

their knowledge of Him? 

• The Greek language makes it very clear that God did not “walk away” and abandon 

them; He responded to their own desire and release them to follow their own 

wayward instincts. 

• The result was that without God, they became/or will become reprobate in their 

thinking. 

 

 REPROBATE – A Sin Damaged Mind 

 

• Depicts a mind that no longer thinks or reasons correctly due to the influence of sin. 

• Twisted or perverted are the actual words to describe the reprobate mind. 

• It’s a mind that has become damage as a result of sin and drifting from God. 



3 

 

• It also pictures the mind of a person or the mind of a society becoming sin damaged 

in regards to deciding accurately concerning moral issues. 

• A reprobate mind will eventually produce reprobate actions. 

• This mind may be intellectually brilliant but it has become debased not being able to 

separate good from evil. 

 

Rom. 1:28 as a result, they “do those things which are not convenient or proper.” 

“Not convenient/proper” = Not morally right or fitting, no discernment of right and wrong, 

even to the point of justifying wrong as right and right as wrong. 

Isa. 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for 

light and light for darkness; who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” 

 

This is the moral confusion Jesus called lawlessness. 

 

This confusion not only applies to what the world will become, but is a caution to the 

Christian community also. 

• We must be diligent and watching our lives to not allow our mind to no longer sense 

the conviction of the Holy Spirit when we are close to grieving or quenching the 

Spirit of the Lord. 

 

What Does It Mean to Wax Cold? 

 

Wax cold = “To progressively become cold-hearted.” 

• To become numb, either by personal sin [hardened towards the Lord], by the 

condoning of sin in others, or by being in a sinful environment. 

• The changes around us to affect our relationship with the Lord, or our standards we 

hold as a Believer. 

 

Is There Hope and a Cure? 

 

Thank the Lord yes, always: 

Ecc. 9:4 “Whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope;” 

• As long as a person is alive, there is hope! 

 

1John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

• We need to acknowledge we have sinned and are willing to repent. 
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Then there must be a transformation of the mind that requires us to submit our mind and 

will to the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Rom. 12:1-2  “I urge, strongly advise, you, by the mercies of God, to present/offer 

your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service 

of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” 

 

Once the mind is reprobate is can only be restored to its previous condition by submitting 

100% to the Truth of God’s Word. 

 

To maintain our fire for Jesus in these Last Days, two fold plan: 

 

1. Stay Away from ungodly influences that potentially can numb us to the consequences 

of sin. 

1Thess 5:22 “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 

Speaking of moral purity = Prov. 5:8 “Keep your way far from her and do not go 

near the door of her house, or you will give your vigor to others and your years to the 

cruel one; you’ll end up a dead man.” 

 

2. Stay Near the fire of the Holy Spirit and stay passionate in our love for Jesus. 

• Make the daily choice to live as close to the Lord as you can. 

• Resist the enemy and he will flee from you – James 4:7-8a “Submit yourselves 

to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will 

draw near to you…” 

 

You need to purposely make a daily decision that you are going to take up your cross and 

follow Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 


