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Testing the Supernatural – Lesson 3 “What is the Content of the Experience?” 

 

In light of the recent abundance of dreams, vision and revelations surrounding 2020 with  

Covid, Election Year and other events; I thought it necessary to respond to the confusion,  

discouragement, hope deferred - making the heart sick and questions of why didn’t events  

manifest the way so many predicted? 

 

Statement: I, personally, am in no way implementing that the person[s] who gave the 

revelations, words or dreams concerning the elections are or were false prophets.  

In this study, I am attempting to provide Biblical guidelines for the Body of  

Christ to apply Biblical discernment needed for these Last Days. 

 

The Biblical principle and admonition is to: 

1 John 4: 1-4:  “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 

God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 

 

Our second question to be answered is: “What is the Content of the Experience?” 

 Is what you’re hearing through a vision, word, revelation solid with the Word of 

God – or some strange revelation that does not line up with the overall message of 

God’s Word? 

 Throughout the times, there have always been false teachers and false teachers 

seeking to creep into the church to deceive and lead people astray from the true 

Gospel. 

 We see Paul’s ministry was busy rebuking and correcting through his letters to the 

churches some false teaching that had crept into the church. 

 

 

Ignorance – the basis of Eve’s deception 

 

When we say ignorance, we are not speaking in a derogatory tone about Eve was not 

smart; but she did not have all the revelation she should have had to make the proper 

discernment when the devil came to tempt and deceive her about what God’s command 

was about not eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good & Evil. 

 

 So, the content of any dream, revelation, vision or manifestation that one has 

experienced is important. 

 If the content deviates from what God has already clearly stated elsewhere, then it is 

wrong. 
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 From the very beginning we find the devil has been using the same strategies to 

deceive people that he used against Eve in the Garden of Eden. 

 

Gen. 3:1-3 shows how the devil preyed upon ignorance 

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had 

made. And he said to the woman, yes, has God said – You shall not eat of every tree of the 

Garden? 

And the woman said to the serpent: we may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but 

of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said: you shall not eat 

of it, neither shall you touch it, let you die.” 

 

 “Neither shall you touch it” v. 3 

 This shows the method that satan used to lead Eve into deception. 

o The enemy was preying upon Eve’s ignorance/lack of understanding. 

 

What happened? 

Eve told the serpent: “neither shall you touch it” v. 3 

 According to Eve’s interpretation of God’s words, she was forbidden to “touch” the 

fruit on the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

 Gen. 2:16 – 17 God’s actual message to Adam and Even regarding the tree says: 

“the Lord commanded the man, saying, of ever tree of the garden you may freely 

eat: but of  the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, you shalt not eat of it; for 

in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

 God never said a word about touching the tree. 

 From Eve’s words to the serpent she must have thought there was something 

poisonous in the tree that would be fatal to their physical lives. 

 The issue was obedience or disobedience to the command of God not to eat it. 

 It appears that Eve did not understand the intent and purpose of God’s message to 

them - her lack of understanding. 

 This ignorance of God’s true words seems to be the entry way for satan to lead her 

off track. 

 She came to the wrong conclusions about the tree, which became an open door for 

the enemy to deceive her. 

 

This might seem like a small mistake, but satan used Eve’s ignorance to mislead her. 

 Ignorance is always a basis for deceit. 

 Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have 

rejected knowledge, I will also reject you…” 
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 The content of what was offered Eve did not match what God had already stated – 

the same is true for us today. 

 

The enemy seeing Eve’s ignorance/lack of understanding, seized the opportunity to give 

her an alternative idea: 

Gen. 3:4-5 “The serpent said to the woman, you shall not surely die; For God knows that 

in the day you eat of it, then your eyes shall be opened…” 

 

 Just as in the early days in the Garden, the enemy offers us a higher knowledge or 

revelation that on one else [or few others] have ever received. 

 V. 5 – “God knows that if you partake of this tree, then your eyes shall be opened, 

and you shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” 

 

The enemy very cleverly provoked her to consider maybe there was a realm of knowledge 

and revelation that she could partake of if she would just deviate a little from what God 

had told them. 

 

Demonic doctrines of 1st century Christianity continue to today: 

 

1. Colossae:  This congregation opened itself to a line of deception to a sect known as 

Gnosticism. This teaching claimed a higher revelation and knowledge than anyone 

else in the Early Church – even higher than the Apostle Paul. 

 False teachers appealed to their human pride and they got off base from the 

truth of the Gospel. 

 Col. 2:18, 19 “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility 

and worshipping angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly 

puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding the Head, from which all the body 

by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increases 

with the increase of God.” 

 

2. Paul warns Timothy in Ephesus – 1 Tim. 1:3  “As I urged you upon my departure for 

Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach 

strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give 

rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which by 

faith.” 

“Other doctrine” = “A different kind of teaching.” 

Error is always cleverly mingled with truth: 
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Gal. 1:6, 9 “I marvel that you are so soon removed from Him that called you into 

the grace of Christ to another gospel; which is not another; but there are some that 

trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 

But even if we, or an angel from haven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to 

what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 

As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel 

contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 

 

IT HAPPENED TO THEM, IT COULD HAPPEN TO ANYONE WHO IS NOT 

GROUNDED IN THE WORD OF GOD! 

 

Fables and endless genealogies brought confusion: 

 

1 Tim. 1:4 “Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister 

questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith; do so.” 

 Give heed were the same words Jesus used in warning us about guarding 

ourselves from deception – watch your life. 

 These people were open to new ideas; but the new ideas were leading them 

astray from the truth of the Scriptures. 

 They were taking heed to “stories – fables” rather than the truth of the 

Scriptures. 

 “Avoid endless genealogies” – “Unbridled, unrestrained thinking without any 

barriers, unfounded thoughts with no content.” 

 All this kind of thinking results in questions that can’t be answered: 

“unsolvable research, unfounded conclusions, nonstop seeking for answers 

that lead to nowhere.” No edifying or building the Body of Christ up in. 

 

 

The purpose of God-given dreams, visions, revelations and spiritual manifestations: 

 

1 Tim. 1:3, 5 “That you would charge some that they teach no other doctrine, neither 

give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly 

edifying…Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a 

good conscience, and of faith unfeigned.” 
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Four fruits: 

 

1. Charity = “Divine love that gives and gives, even if never thanked or responded to or 

acknowledged.” 

When you walk in the solid Word of God, it will greatly improve your love walk. 

 

2. A pure heart = “A heart purged, cleansed, free of defect, blameless, innocent.” 

 

3. A good conscience = “A coming together of all the pieces; to have understanding.” 

The Holy Spirit gives us understanding, a fuller detailed picture of God’s Word and 

purposes as our relationship with Him grows. 

 

4. Faith unfeigned = “Something authentic or genuine, real not phony. 

When you really receive from the Lord, it will create an authentic faith! 

 

A God given dream vision, revelation or manifestation will always agree with the Word of 

God. 

God never contradicts His own Word. 

 

Scripture shows when He imparts a message, He never offers completely new information 

– He only confirms what He has already said: 

 

 When the angel came to Mary, He quoted the Old Testament scripture – Luke 1:31-

33 

 

 When the angel came to Joseph, he also quoted the Old Testament- Matt. 1:23 

 

 When the angel appeared to the shepherds, He again quoted the Old Testament – 

Luke 2:9-14 

 

 The Holy Spirit adds nothing new to the Word – He simply confirms it. 

 

 

It is essential that you have a solid foundation on the Word of God, when you do, it will 

help you analyze new revelations by comparing them to the truths laid out in Scripture. 

 

1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.’ 

 


