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Your Money Talks – Things it Would Love To Tell You 

 

If our money could talk to us, most of us wouldn’t want to hear what it says because it 

would be telling us things we already know we should be doing: 

 

Slide:  “Yeah, I know.” 

  “Yeah, I should have known.” 

  “No, I shouldn’t have…” 

 

The way we handle our money in our Western culture is an indicator that there is 

something wrong. 

 

The shock we should realize is the parallel between what our money would say if it could 

talk and what Jesus did say when He did talk about money. 

 

Slide:   Jesus said more  

about money 

than heaven 

 

There are approximately 35-38 parables Jesus told about money and riches and the 

Kingdom of God and what it was like and what we were supposed to be doing. 

 Out of those 35-38 parables, 16 of them had to do with money and possessions. 

 Jesus talked about money all the time, yet never asked for money! 

 Jesus was up to something when He talked about money, yet He was never asking 

people for money: so what was He up to? 

 

If your money started talking and money does talk; one thing for sure it would tell us is: 

 

slide:   I can add meaning to your life,  

   but I’m not the meaning of life 

 

 My money and your money does not get much attention at funerals other than its 

relationship of how much of it is given away to survivors or unpaid-bills. 

 

Money would remind us that it is a much better means than it is to an end! 

 

Slide:   If you make money an end, you may end up alone. 
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Using money as a means to an end is what makes money meaningful! 

 

Slide:   Being a means to an end  

is what makes anything meaningful 

 

 What makes anyone or anything meaningful is when that thing or person becomes a 

means to an end. 

 If you want to live a meaningful life, and you probably do, you have to figure out how 

to become a means to an end that goes beyond YOU. 

 

Slide:  When you decide to be a means to an end, 

   your money becomes a means  

rather than an end. 

 

 You will began to view your money and resources and net-worth as a tool. 

 

This is exactly what Jesus taught in one of His parables: 

 

Luke 16:1  

Slide:   Jesus told His disciples: “There was a rich man 

   whose manager was accused of wasting 

   his possessions- 

 

 The rich man had so much to manage that he had to hire a manager to look over his 

investments and portfolio for him. 

 The manager bought, sold and traded with his name. 

 The rich man got word that the manager was doing deals on the side that was making 

the rich man nervous concerning his riches. 

 

Slide:   So he called him in and asked him, “What is this I hear  

   about you? Give an account of your management, 

   because you cannot be manager any longer.” V. 2 

 

 The word on the street is that you’re not dealing with my interests well. 

 You’re not being honest and representing me and my stuff well. 

 Give an account of your management: get the books together before I fire you and 

then you’re fired. 
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Slide:   The manager said to himself, “What shall I do now? 

    My master is taking away my job. 

    I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg – v. 3 

 

 What shall I do now – I’ve been caught and I’m going to lose my job. 

 I’m an inside guy and can’t dig, and I have my pride and can’t beg. 

 He finds himself with a little bit of time & a little opportunity of where he’s going to 

go and if anybody will take him in before he has to report to his master. 

 He comes up with an idea! 

 

Slide:    I know what I’ll do so that when I lose my job here, 

    People will welcome me into their houses. V.4 

 

His plan was for someone to take him in when he has nowhere to go, he’ll have someone 

to go to. 

 

Slide:    So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. 

    He asked the first, how much do you owe my master? V. 5 

 

 There were probably many debtors, Jesus just gives us insight of two of them. 

 

Slide:    I owe your master nine hundred gallons of olive oil, he replied. 

    The manager told him, take your bill, sit down quickly… v. 6 

 

 Sit down quickly before anyone sees or my master gets wind of this or someone 

hears about this. 

 Sit down quickly because I don’t have much time and I must take advantage of my 

limited time so I have somewhere to go and someone to go to.  

 

Slide:    and make it out for four hundred and fifty. V. 6 

 

 The people in Jesus’ audience and us here today would be thinking: 

o If you’re on the owing side – Wow, what a great deal, I owed 900 hundred, 

and now I only own 450; THANK YOU.” 

o But, if you’re on the rich person’s side – you’re thinking of the manager as a 

crook. 

o The man’s response would be- “This is amazing, if you’re ever in need of 

anything, just call me.”  
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o To which the manger would respond – “I might just do that!” 

 

Slide:   Then he asked the second, and how much do you owe? 

   A thousand bushels of wheat, he replied. 

   He told him, take your bill and make it eight hundred.” V. 7 

 

 Yes, it’s just 800, let’s just finish this account out and wrap it up at 800. 

 “Thanks, and if there’s ever anything I can do for you, just let me know!” 

 Don’t worry, you may be hearing from me sooner than you expect. 

 

The implication is the manager did this over and over because Jesus said he went to 

each one of the people and settled the accounts by giving them huge discounts. 

 

In the parable, when his boss, the rich man finds out: 

 

Slide:   The master… 

 

 Everybody’s thinking – this man is going to jail or be killed. 

 

Slide:   The master commended the dishonest manager… v. 8 

 

 He complimented the manager on what he had done. 

 

Slide: The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 

shrewdly. 

 

 The manager had thought it through with his future in mind. 

 He thought it through with his limited opportunity and time. 

 

We would think, as Jesus’ audience may have thought – this guy is a crook and he’s being 

commended for his dishonesty? 

 He should be in trouble – the rich man actually commended him for his shrewdness? 

 What’s going on? 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Jesus begins to teach them what He wants them and us to know about the Kingdom 

of Heaven: 

 

 God views money, possession and wealth differently than we view it. 

 

Here is the lesson and takeaway of the parable of the unjust money manager: 

 

Slide:   For the people of this world… v. 8 

 

 The people of this world – those who live their lives as though this world/life is all 

there is to life. 

 To those who live and think all there is to this world is a birth certificate and a death 

certificate. 

 To the people who live as if all you see is all there is and all you get in this life. 

 

Slide:   For the people of this world are more shrewd…. V8 

 

 They are more thoughtful, they think things through better, they are: 

 

Slide:   More shrewd in dealing with their own kind  

than are the people of the light.” V. 8 

 

 People of the light in that context were the Jewish people who had a covenant and 

hope and promises of blessing from the Lord. 

 It is also a reference to us as children and people of the Light. 

 The people of this world have more understanding and awareness than the people of 

faith. 

 The people of light are supposed to be understanding life in context of eternity and 

not just the limitations of earth. 

 

Slide:   The money manager was commended 

    for taking full advantage of 

his limited time and opportunity. 

 

 Jesus pointed out this man was not commended because of his dishonesty, but because 

he took advantage of his little time and little opportunity. 
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Jesus’ point for us is that we are to do the same: 

 

 When it comes to our money, our wealth, our income; we are to view it in the context 

not simply of this life but in the broader context and ask the question of how do I get 

maximum use out of my little bit of time and little bit of opportunity on this planet? 

 

Jesus then gets very specific and gives a command: 

 

Slide:   “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, 

so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”  

V. 9 

 

 This verse seems to indicate there is something we can do with temporary wealth that 

makes an eternal difference. 

 We can believe this because the Resurrected Lord Jesus said so. 

 

Slide:   According to Jesus 

  _____________________________ 

 

   Money is a means. 

 

 Money is a means to an end and Jesus is telling us that it even goes beyond us and 

this life. 

 Our right now resources have the potential to make a forever difference! 

 We can’t take it with us, but we will have something in eternity to show for it – it 

will be a means to an end. 

 

If Jesus is right, and He is: 

 

 It means that we should view that not just a percentage of what we have should be 

made available to our Heavenly Father, it means we should view that 100% of what we 

have as a potential means to an end. 

 As believers, we should be asking: 

 

Slide:   How can I leverage more of what I have 

   as a means to an end that’s not me? 

 

 As a means to an end that is outside and beyond me and what I want or need? 
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This is where joy is truly found – when we get outside of ourselves! 

 

A terrific principle to learn to live by is to decide what percentage of your income are you 

going to live on? 

Everybody lives off of a percentage of their income. 

Why not you decide what your percentage will be rather than life telling you what 

percentage you can live on? 

 

Set your giving goals, living goals and stick with them. 

 Rather than accumulating more stuff in this life: 

 

Slide:   Learn to turn your stuff into stories 

 

 Learn to be a giver, generous and not a hoarder –greedy. 

 Whatever you’re about to box up and put in the attic, garage, storage for three years and 

then one day decide to put it into circulation by giving it away – give it to someone 

now so it can be useful while it still has some good to it. 

 

Your stuff can become stories of how others were blessed and provided for. 

 

 When you decide ahead of time to be generous and a giver; your stuff can become 

stories you will be remembered for. 

 It’s all God’s and when we decide ahead to time to be generous, we will have stories of 

blessings for others and realize; it’s not about us. 

 

Factor into your decisions: 

 

Slide:   Do I want more stuff or do I want more stories? 

 

 In the end, nobody’s going to talk about your stuff, they’re going to talk about stories. 

 

Look around you today and see the buildings, ministries, persons who came to faith, altar 

calls, healings, counseling, marriages, missions, Bible classes, prayer groups, youth 

classes, DCA – education, children’s classes, camps, baptisms, weddings, funerals of 

loved ones and friends. 

 For those who have given to make the use of these buildings possible, we could never 

say we will miss the money we gave to provide for these experiences to happen. 

 What has happened in these buildings are part of your story for the rest of your lives. 
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 What you give and sow into the Eternal Kingdom and others lives will become the 

stories remembered and celebrated. 

 

Sure we have to factor in mortgages, kids in school, college, bills – making a living – 

 I’m not advocating irresponsible living; I’m just saying – you should factor this in: 

 

Slide:   What do you want? 

More stuff or more stories of lives changed, a community reached for 

Christ, children and youth coming to know the Lord and being 

discipled to reach generations after you’re gone? 

 

Slide: Jesus’ point:   

Money can add meaning to your life when  

you use it as a means to an end that goes beyond you! 

 

Jesus finishes the parable: 

 

Slide:   “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 

   with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also  

   be dishonest with much.  V. 10 

 

Slide:   So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

   worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” v. 11 

 

Jesus’ point is: 

 No matter how much or how little you have, or where you think it ultimately came 

from, your money, wealth, possessions – not only is a means to an end – a tool; but 

from the Kingdom of God’s perspective: 

 

Slide:   According to Jesus 

  __________________________ 

 

   Money is a test 

 

 Like the manager, we have been given a little bit of resources and a little bit of time 

to test us in whose Kingdom are we most devoted to. 

 The kingdom of this world that has temporary gratifications; or to the eternal 

Kingdom with no end of our lives. 
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Slide: “And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, 

who will give you property of your own?” v. 12 

 

 You could say, wait a minute; I’m not a manager of someone else’s stuff; this is my 

property, my house, my cars – I have the titles and I’ve made the payments. 

 

 I own this stuff. 

 

If your money could talk, it would confirm what Jesus is saying: 

 

Slide:   I’ll still be here when you’re gone. 

   The moment you think you own me… 

   I own you. 

 

 This is true because we all, like the money manager in the parable are in fact –  

only MANAGERS. 

 

Slide:   Managers 

  __________________ 

 

   Not owners 

 

 The way we know we are not owners is that leaving it behind when you leave is proof 

you are not the owner but only a manager. 

 

Here’s the real question: 

 

If you’re not the owner but a manager; who are you managing it for? 

 

 If you were created in God’s Image to be a steward on this planet giving you a little bit 

of resources and a little bit of time & opportunity to manage – then suddenly all of 

this makes perfect sense and Jesus is saying – MANAGE IT WELL! 

 

 

If your money could talk, it would remind us 

 

Slide:   I’m a means, I’m not an end. 

   I’m a tool and a test. 
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   I can add meaning to your life… 

   But I’m not the meaning of life. 

 

Slide:   The Big question most of us never stop to ask is: 

   If being a means to an end is what gives life meaning,  

   to what ends do you want your life to be a means? 

 

 When you’re gone, what do you want people to celebrate about you? 

What would you want people to line up & thank you for at the end of your life? 

 

If you and I don’t answer those questions now,  

our fleshly appetites will eat up all our resources 

 

 Your appetites will dictate an answer for you. 

 

Here’s what you probably don’t want to happen, but will if you don’t decide now will 

happen: 

 

Slide:  To what ends do you want your life to be a means? 

 

Accumulation 

    Consumption  

    Upgrades 

    Fashion forward 

    House full of stuff 

 

 Nobody chooses this on purpose, this is the way our culture pulls us. 

o They ate – they drank – they were married – then they died! 

 

 That’s not a legacy, that’s a life poorly lived. 

 

When you wrap your heart around the big question, your money will follow your heart. 

If you don’t, you will end up following your money rather than your money following 

your heart. 

 

Slide:   Live for yourself and  

you’ll only have yourself to show for yourself 

along with some stuff for people to fight over 
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when you’re gone. 

Slide:   If being a means to an end is what gives life meaning,  

   to what ends do I want my life to be a means? 

 

 When you identify & embrace this, your money will begin to follow and you’ll begin to 

view everything you own and everything that comes your way as a means to an end as 

it was intended to be. 

 

 The Pharisees were following Jesus around after this teaching, sneering and mocking 

the teaching: 

o Do you remember their names, NO – neither do I, so let’s get this right in our 

hearts. 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


