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Yielding to the River of Holy Spirit 

 

A couple Sundays ago a word for WOWchurch came forth encouraging and inviting us to 

enter into the river and flow of Holy Spirit. 

 Lately, as we have entered into worship together, there has been an increase in what 

I call the intensity of the Lord’s presence to refresh, heal and deliver. 

 I sense a need to bring to our minds scriptures about what is happening among us 

and where I sense the Lord wants to take us. 

 We must not be emotionally fueled only; we must have a Biblical understanding of 

worship; its purpose and its design to take us where the Lord has for us. 

 

The word that was given on that Sunday predominately came from Ezekiel where a river is 

described which Biblical scholars interpret as coming into the presence of the Lord: 

 

Ezek. 47:1, 6-12 “In my vision, the man brought me back to the entrance of the Temple. 

There is saw a stream flowing east from beneath the door of the Temple and passing to the 

right of the altar on its south side. 

V.2-6  There I was brought outside the wall through the north gateway and led around the 

eastern entrance. There I could see the water flowing out through the south side of the 

eastern gateway. Measuring as he went, he took me along the stream for 1,750 feet and 

then led me across. The water was up to my ankles. He measured off another 1,750 feet 

and lead me across again – this time the water was up to my knees. After another 1,750 

feet, it was up to my waist. Then he measured another 1,750 feet and the water was too 

deep to walk across, deep enough to swim in.” 

 

A N.T. reference to worship that Jesus commented on is found in John 4 as He spoke to 

the Samaritan woman at the well when they had a discussion on worship: 

Vv. 23-24 “The hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeks such to worship  Him. 

God is Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” 

 

There is an element of worship that we can participate in as PRIVATE worship which 

will equip us for the daily life of following the Lord. 

Then there is the element of CORPORATE worship where we, as God’s family – sons 

and daughters. Heirs of God and joint heirs of Jesus Christ are allowed to gather together 

as it will be around the throne in eternity – to worship our Father – Lord and Savior 

together. 
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Ezekiel scriptures show us how we can progress from the shallows of the river to its 

greatest depths – a progression that is ONLY accomplished through corporate worship. 

 This is the level of worship that our whole being cries out for. 

 To be able to be close – connecting with our Creator – Savior – Deliverer – Healer. 

 When we, either privately or corporately find this depth of worship – we will be 

changed forever. 

 Forever ruined for His presence – nobody will remain unchanged. 

 If when you worship & you’re not changed; the encounter with the Lord has not 

really happened. 

 You may have had a religious experience; but an encounter with His presence will 

change you forever. 

 Everyone who came into His presence through worship was changed – they left 

their way of a sinful lifestyle and began to follow His Lordship. 

 There are many scriptural examples of those who encountered Jesus, worshiped Him 

and were changed and followed Him. 

 

2Tim. 2:19  “…The Lord knows those who are His, and all who belong to the Lord turn 

away from evil.” 

 The motivation, the impetus for forsaking sin will be because of the intensity of His 

love towards you. 

 His love is irresistible and compelling and empowers us to forsake lifestyles that are 

deadly for us. 

 It’s not rules/regulations keeping that compels us to follow Jesus; it’s His love for us 

that proves to be better than our former way of life. 

 The power of His love is able to mark you for life and when the winds and whims of 

temptation pressure you, you will be able to resist because of the power of His love 

for you. 

 

 

So, what is a worship service? 

 When we come together as His people, are we looking for another gathering because 

it’s a certain day marked for religious reasons? 

 Are we seeking to see friends and have fellowship? 

 Are we having a song service to sing through songs Pastor Larry has for us on a list? 

 

Singing the song list is not what true worship is! 

 If you notice, a river never follows a straight line – it bends and curves and weaves 

it way on it journey. 
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 Service orders [which I do prepare one to help give needed info], move in a straight 

line from 1-? 

 Rivers have unpredictable paths of turns and changes.  

 Storms can even change the course of rivers or shorelines:  

Willoughby Spit across the tunnel [Norfolk] was formed by a hurricane – 1749, Oct. 

19 causing a “sand spit” of 800 acres to be washed up and another hurricane of 1806 

caused further formation by the Bay rising 15 feet above normal becoming 

Willoughby Spit. 

 

Song lists are vertical lines of songs – sung one after another through the list. 

 

The river that takes us into the Presence of the Lord takes us into times of intimacy, 

seasons of celebration, moments of holy quiet before the Lord, spiritual warfare moments. 

 The Lord never intended for worship of Him to be boring. 

 He wants to take us somewhere with Him every time we encounter His presence. 

 

This is what we are experiencing and seeking at WOWchurch. 

His presence, so there’s an encounter with Him that will result in a life changing 

transformative experience with Him. 

 In a sense, we are River Chasing. 

 Not out of seeking an emotional or religious high; but wanting an encounter with the 

Lord so we are transformed by His presence into His sons/daughters & heirs. 

 

It should be the normal experience when we gather and begin to worship [not just sing 

words, sway to the rhythms of the music, clap or dance] but enter into His gates with 

Thanksgiving and into His courts with Praise. 

 Actually, you can enhance your encounter with the Lord before you ever arrive in 

the building by spending time in prayer – worship & praise. 

 Don’t wait till you arrive for Pastor, Pastor Larry or someone to get you in the mood 

or pumped up to worship.  

 Bring your worship – your offering of praise with you – ready to be offered to the 

Lord.  

 If we would focus on bringing our gift of worship – ready to offer to the Lord; we 

would see an even greater manifestation of His glory among us. 

 

This is why the enemy fights you and me so much with irritations, frustrations, selfish 

stuff, and interruptions – so we’re distracted and disqualified and have to repent and lose 

our patience with family and others before we come into His presence. 
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 The enemies out to steal your sacrifice of praise and worship that your Lord is 

worthy of. 

 

We are Priests 1Peter 2:5 “You are living stones that God is building into His 

spiritual temple. You are His holy Priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you 

offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.’ 

 In the OT, priests offered sacrifices on behalf of themselves and the people. 

 In the NT – Yeshua/Jesus was the High Priest who offered Himself as the sacrifice 

for the sins of all. 

 As Believers, we now have the roll of Priests who have benefited from His sacrifice 

and now have the privilege of expressing our gratitude to God for Christ’s work by 

offering spiritual sacrifices. 

 

As we offer our praise – worship – thanks – adoration – acknowledgment to the Lord, 

His presence comes among His people and there is a manifestation – a tangible presence 

that He is among us. 

 

When we enter the River of Holy Spirit worship; every needed miracle, any challenge, and 

every need has the potential to be met. 

 

It’s when we allow ourselves to with our whole being to worship – honor – glorify Him 

that His presence comes and Heaven meets earth. 

 

 


