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The Face of God 

 

Gen. 28:10-32  

By the time he gets from Bethel (“the house of God”) to Jacob’s return trip home – Gen. 

31:12-13, - 20 years have passed.  

What he thought would be a relatively short hiatus from Esau’s wrath, has now become 

two decades. Jacob is still a conniving supplanter, but that is about to change.  

Though Jacob is unaware of it, God is coming to deal with his heel-grabbing ways. 

 

Jacob has done well. The Lord has fulfilled much of what He promised him at Bethel.  

 But like many, even after such abundant blessing, Jacob is still thinking primarily of 

himself – his safety, blessing and prosperity and success. 

 He has been more than happy to embrace the blessings of God’s house, but what 

Yahweh might need or want from him is nowhere on Jacob’s radar.  

 As we so often do, he has ignored God’s dream in the process of fulfilling his own 

dreams. 

 

Jacob actually remembers Bethel quite well.  

 On his way home to face Esau, he reminds God of the promises of blessing and 

protection made to him. Gen. 31:13 The Lord directing Jacob to return to his homeland. 

Gen. 32:9-12 

 It was quite impressive how well Jacob remembered God’s promises after 20 years -

Genesis 32:12: 

The Lord would treat Jacob and his family kindly – protecting him from Esau’s wrath. 

His descendants will be multiplied until they become as numerous as the sands along 

the seashore – too many to count. 

 

Not so impressive is how completely he had forgotten the previous portion containing 

God’s dream:  

 “And in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed,” 

Genesis 28:14.  

 Jacob quoted the Lord’s promises to prosper him;  

God’s need isn’t even mentioned. Just as the Dream-giver had done with Abraham, 

Yahweh had tucked what He needed from the dream into the promises He made to 

Jacob.  

He was so focused on earthly dreams, he couldn’t see heavens.  

Jacob thought he was dreaming big;  

Yahweh wanted him to dream even bigger – God-sized dreams!  

 

Earthly dreams had given him wealth;  

heavenly dreams would give him a place in history. 
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Undeterred by the rejection, God moves Jacob closer to an encounter with Himself that 

would forever deliver him of his self-seeking, supplanting nature.  

 The Lord, with His mighty but gracious power, was about to break Jacob.  

 With His mercy, He was going to mark him.  

 When God was finished, they would dream together. 

 

On the journey, Jacob moves ever closer to a confrontation with Esau.  

 Having heard of his approach, Esau, with 400 men is on his way to meet Jacob.  

 True to form, conniving Jacob devises a plan to appease his still-offended brother, 

sending a series of gifts ahead, dividing his family and possessions into two groups. 

Gen. 32:7-8. 

 Ultimately, he sends everything and everyone, even his family ahead of him. 

 It must have been a painful sight as he watched them cross the stream called Jabbok, 

wondering if he would ever see them again Genesis 32:22. 

It would be easy to miss the irony and significance of this if you didn’t know the meaning 

of Jabbok. 

It means “pouring out.”  

 Jacob is being poured out at the place of “pouring out.”  

 

What a scene. 

 

Jacob, who has spent his entire life conniving his way around and through every obstacle 

in his path, is now very wealthy - and has proven he is at the top of the food chain when it 

comes to dreaming and swindling. 

 

Or so he thought. 

 

 God had an appointment planned with Jacob at Jabbok, and in 1 day everything was 

gone, poured out to the brother he had swindled 20 years earlier.  

 In total - 40 years of masterful conniving and it was all gone in a day. 

 

The next verse sums up his condition and sets the stage for what is about to occur:  

“Then Jacob was left alone” Genesis 32:24.  

 Jacob has bought and connived his way out of trouble and into prosperity for the last 

time.  

 He isn’t yet aware of it, but Esau has become the least of his worries.  

 He is now alone with God - and this time it isn’t for sweet dreams.  

 As preposterous as it sounds, Jacob and God will spend the night wrestling – Gen. 

32:24. 

 

The heavenly adversary begins by dislocating Jacob’s thigh.  
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The symbolism is powerful: 

 A person’s thigh represents his or her strength.  

 Not only have his possessions and family been “poured out,”  

 God has now removed his physical strength. There are not many people who could be 

as stubborn as Jacob. Still, he fought. 

 

“I won’t let you go until you bless me,” Jacob says to his opponent, whom many scholars 

believe was an Old Testament, pre-incarnate appearance of Christ.  

The blessing Jacob sought was: Protection from Esau, of course. Again trying to make a 

deal to get the upper hand. 

 

 The Lord’s response to this is so bizarre it almost sounds like a verse or two have been 

omitted.  

 Until you realize what is really occurring. “What is your name?”  He asks Jacob - 

Genesis 32:27.  

 Try to picture this: two men fighting, one limping but holding on for dear life while 

demanding a blessing, and the other - who obviously knows his opponent - nonetheless, 

asking him his name.  

 What is going on?! 

 

The Amplified Bible Classic gives the clearest explanation for this scenario.  

It translates Jacob‘s response in verse 27 as follows: “And [in shock of realization, 

whispering] he said, ‘Jacob [my name is supplanter, schemer, trickster, swindler]!” 

Jacob’s response was actually an acknowledgment of his true nature. 

In essence, it was a confession of repentance. 

 

Finally, at 40 years old, Jacob is acknowledging his condition! 

 

 True to his nature, Jacob began by demanding another blessing;  

 God, however, was demanding Jacob. “It isn’t your possessions, servants, or family I 

want, Jacob, 

“It’s your conniving nature. I’m trying to pour it out of you. You can con everyone 

else, but you can’t con Me.  

 I want you to realize, once and for all, that your ‘strength is not what I need from you.  

 I need you to acknowledge your weakness - who you really are.  

 Only then can I deliver you from yourself. I could kill you, but I’d rather transform 

you.  

Then we can dream together.” 

 

The fight was over the moment Jacob acknowledged his true condition.  

 God’s goal wasn’t to win a fight but a heart.  
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 And what did He do next? Demonstrating His matchless grace, He changed this former 

heel-grabber’s name: “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel- one who 

contends with God” v. 28.  

 

In a matchless display of His grace, wisdom, and persistent love, God transformed this 

conniving swindler into a prince and patriarch.  

His sovereign actions made clear the plan - Yahweh was saying: “Now we can get on with 

the dream, Israel as My people! 

Because the dream isn't just for you; it’s for Me, as well.  

 And for the generations to follow. I need a nation through whom I can demonstrate to 

the world My ways and heart, and through whom I can bring the Messiah. You’re 

going to birth that nation for Me.” 

 

When God wrestled with Jacob, He wasn’t fighting only for the heart of a man.  

He was warring for His dream! 

 

Jacob, now named Israel, left the fight with a life-altering limp.  

He chose to name the place, Peniel, meaning “the face of God,” for he said, “I have seen 

God face to face,” - Genesis 32:30.  

Twenty years earlier Jacob entered Bethel, “the house of God,” and found a dream.  

This day he had seen “the face of God” and found the Dream-giver.  

He would never be the same. 

 

All Jacobs’s life and years had been spent on dreaming his own dreams for his own life of 

success and blessing.  

 Making and breaking deals with everyone until he came face to face with the Lord who 

was his dream-giver. 

 

The question for you and me today is:  

Whose dreams are we following and whose dreams are we most interested in? 

 

Our own dreams or the dreams Our Heavenly Father has of changing our nature, 

bringing us into His family and asking us to bring others into His Kingdom? 

 

God’s dream is revealed to us in His Word through Jesus Christ: 

John 17: 20-24 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for ALL who will 

ever believe in Me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as You and I 

are one – as You are in Me, Father, and I am in You. And may they be in Us so that the 

world will believe You sent Me. I have given them the glory You gave Me, so they may be 

one as We are one. I am in them and You are in Me. May they experience such perfect 

unity that the world will know that You sent Me and that You love them as much as You 
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love Me. Father, I want these whom You have given Me to be with Me where I am. Then 

they can see all the glory You gave Me because You loved Me even before the world 

began!” 

Jesus prays to the Father on behalf of ALL who will come to know Him (which He hopes 

will be the whole world) (vss. 20, 23).  

He further prays to the Father that His followers may be “one…just as You are in Me and I 

am in You” (vs. 21, emphasis added).  

He then proclaims that He has given us the same “glory” that was given Him before the 

foundation of the world (vs. 22, 24), and He did this so that we may be one, just as He and 

the Father are one. “I in them and You in Me,”  

He continues, “so that they may be brought to complete unity.” 

The “glory” Jesus refers to is the glorious loving unity of the triune God. And when His 

disciples reflect this glory, Jesus says to His heavenly Father, “the world will know that 

You sent Me and have loved them even as you have loved Me” (vs. 23, emphasis added).  

Jesus ends His prayer by telling the Father He will continue to make Him known so that 

“the love You have for Me may be in them and that I myself may be in them” (vs. 26). 

What a dream!  

God’s dream for us is to be participants in the perfect love that He is throughout eternity. 

He wants the love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to be replicated toward us, among 

us and through us to the whole world.  

God’s dream is for us to be in Him, and He to be in us—in the same way the Father is in 

the Son and the Son is in the Father.  

The dream is for humanity to be loved by God, and to in turn love God. 

 “Somewhere along the way we stopped aiming for radically impossible God-sized 

dreams and began to settle for realistically incremental man-sized progress. “ 

 

The challenge placed before you today is for you to wrestle with yourself as you 

wrestle with the Lord and surrender your dreams & plans to the heart of the 

Father’s dreams for you to be the extension of Him to this lost world. 


