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“Understanding and Operating in the Courts of Heaven” 

Granting God the Legal Right to fulfill His passion and Answer our Prayers 

 

Most believers believe intensely in prayer, especially in times of trouble, trauma and 

tribulation. 

 Yet there is still a significant amount of frustration concerning how prayer operates 

and what we need to do to see our prayer answered. 

 

In an attempt to see a positive side to God’s response to prayer, people say things like: 

1. Sometimes His answer is YES and we receive what we are petitioning Him for. 

2. Sometimes His answer is NO, because He knows better than we do what we need. 

3. Sometimes His answer is WAIT, because it is a timing issue. 

 

There are circumstances where people do pray the will of God, in agreement with His 

Word, with their heart aligned with Him in the right timing and the answer still did not 

come. 

 There are times when unanswered prayer resulted in relationships being destroyed, 

businesses going under, premature deaths, and misguided lives. 

 

So what is the problem – what is the solution? 

 Why does heaven sometimes remain silent when we pray from the earnestness of 

the heart? 

 

The answer is found in where the spiritual activity of prayer is actually taking place. 

 Prayer is where we insert ourselves into a spiritual conflict or need. 

 We engage the Lord Himself but we are also engaging powers of darkness that want 

to resist us in our prayer activity. 

 

Dan. 10:12-14: Resistance to Prayer 

“Then he said to me, Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 

understand and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have 

come because of your words. 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, 

Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the 

kings of Persia. Now I have come to make you understand what will happen to your 

people in the latter days, for the vision refers to many days yet to come.” 

 

 Daniel’s prayer engaged God but also engaged the devil and his forces. 

 Prayer is always about the conflict that our words stir in the Heavenlies. 

 We are moving the powers of heaven for God’s Kingdom purposes and His will to 

be done, but we also engage the forces of darkness that are resisting that will from 

being done on earth. 
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Paul’s warning: 1 Cor. 9:26:  “Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight; 

not as one who beats the air.” 

 Paul fights but not as one who lands no blows on the adversary. 

 We participate in spiritual activities wondering if any of it is doing anything in the 

unseen realm. 

 

Paul’s reference is to shadow boxing – which is practice boxing, but not the real fight. 

In the ring, you don’t shadow box pretending you hit the opponent – you better be 

connecting with your punches aiming to knock them out! 

 

If we are to get unanswered prayers answered, we first have to discern where the conflict 

is. 

 Most teachers on prayer and spiritual warfare emphasize we are in a battle on the 

battlefield. 

 The correct emphasis should be that our prayers are initially in the courtroom of 

heaven where we need to learn how to operate on that level to get the answers 

unlocked and released. 

 

The protocol of a battlefield will not work in a courtroom setting and vice versa. 

 They are two different arenas and we need to discover where we are to be effective. 

 We must learn how to be a part of the legal process of Heaven that grants God the 

legal right to fulfill His will on our behalf. 

 

Where is the conflict? 

In a courtroom, everything that is done is about presenting evidence, making requests, 

answering accusations and the legal process. 

The result is that a verdict is rendered that is consistent with the petitions that were 

offered. 

Justice is served. 

 

Prayer is that activity that takes place in the courtroom of Heaven. 

 There are petitions, accusations, arguments and evidence presented in the courts of 

Heaven as in the courts on Earth. 

 Just as there is protocol in the natural courtroom, there is protocol in the courtroom 

of Heaven. 

 The problem is that most of us have been struggling it out on the battlefield. 

 We rush into prayer without securing a verdict from Heaven. 

 This has caused us critical mistakes, defeat, backlash from the enemy and frustration 

in our prayers. 
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 This is due to stirring things up in the spirit realm without having established a legal 

precedent to be there in prayer. 

 Imagine if the military used the same strategy the church has used; we experience 

defeat, but we just keep fighting and sending our troops into battle to sacrifice them 

in a war we are hoping to win. 

 This is happening because no legal precedent has been gained from the Throne of 

God. 

 As a result, no answers come from Heaven and we experience causalities rather than 

victory. 

 We need to move from warring on the battlefield UNTIL we have gained legal 

access from the Throne of God. 

 

Scriptures tell us that Heaven is open for the child of God to come and find mercy and 

grace to help us in our time of need. Heb. 4:16:  “Let us therefore come boldly to the 

throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 We have to learn to pinpoint the things we need to deal with and touch them with 

accuracy. 

 Praying the will of God for that need or situation. 

 

1 John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence/boldness which we have before Him, that, if we 

ask anything according to His will, He hear us. And if we know that He hears us in 

whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests/petitions which we have asked from 

Him.” 

 

The critical steps of effective prayer is to pray understanding the will of God and praying 

in agreement with that. 

 

Rev. 19:1: “Now I saw Heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.” 

 He who is Faithful and True judges in righteousness and makes war. 

 First He judges, then makes war. 

 Judging is judicial activity – a decision rendered concerning a situation, petition or 

request. 

 The activity is judged and a legal precedent is established – as it flows from the 

courtroom. 

 We must learn to make war/pray based on judgments, decisions and verdicts that are 

received out of the courts of heaven. 

 If we get legal renderings concerning a situation in place, than we can march onto 

the battlefield and win. 

 The problem is that we have marched onto the battlefield without legal verdicts 

from Heaven backing us up. 
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Jesus and the Courts of Heaven 

 

Jesus taught on prayer from the standpoint of flowing from a relationship with His Father. 

He spoke of prayer as a friend approaching a friend. 

Matt. 6: 9-13:  “Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 

come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.”  

 

Luke 11:2-13:  vv. 2-4 same as Matt. 6; but vv. 5-13 show relationship of friend to friend. 

“Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him at midnight and says to him, friend, lend 

me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to 

set before him; and from inside he answers and says, do not bother me; the door has 

already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything. 

I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs. So I say to 

you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find, knock, and it will be opened 

to you. For everyone who asks, received; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, 

it will be opened. Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will 

not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? Or if he asked for an egg, he will not give 

him a scorpion, will he?? If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

Him?” 

 

Also Luke 18:1-8 story of a widow who appealed to the judge for him to avenge her of her 

adversary. 

 

 Jesus was declaring that when we pray, we are entering a courtroom. 

 If this widow could get an answer and a verdict from an unjust judge through her 

persistent activity in a court, how much more shall we gain answer as the elect of God 

before the Righteous Judge of all the earth. 

 Jesus spoke this parable so that people would not give up on prayer. 

 A lack of results does not mean we need to put more effort into something.  More effort 

without wisdom usually produces tiredness, fatigue and weariness. 

 We may not need more effort, we need wisdom and to learn the keys that produce fruit. 

 We need to learn that it will not necessarily produce results just because we keep doing 

it long enough, loud enough, and hard enough that magically something different is 

going to happen. 

 

Jesus was unlocking a secret that prayer is activity in a courtroom. 
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 When the widow wanted justice, she went to the courtroom and judge not the 

battlefield. 

 She didn’t need to march onto the battlefield and yell at the enemy; she needed a 

verdict form the court. 

 She didn’t even have to address her adversary or even speak to him. 

 She spoke only to the judge who finally gave her the request and she received the 

verdict for her need. 

 She understood if the judge gave a verdict, the adversary would be demolished and 

she would win. 

 

Any adversary who is resisting God’s Kingdom purpose must bow the knee to verdicts 

from the courtroom of Heaven. 

We need the legal precedent based on the verdict that has been established. 

 

Tonight is an introduction to this study on understanding prayer as entering into the Courts 

of Heaven and appealing to the Judge to get His verdict on our appeals/prayers. 

 

 

 

 


