The Dragon’s War – His Defeat

Rev.12:1-5	“Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant, and she cried out because of her labor pains and the agony of giving birth. Then I witnessed in heaven another significant event. I saw a large red dragon with seven heads and ten horns, with seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he threw them to the earth. He stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour her baby as soon as it was born. She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to his throne.”
V. 17 - 	“And the dragon was angry at the woman and declared war against the rest of her children—all who keep God’s commandments and maintain their testimony for Jesus.”

The Messiah – Yeshua is the focal point of the dragon’s war and wrath.
When the enemy can’t do anything to destroy the Messiah, he turns his wrath towards the rest of her children – Israelites and even all those who call on Messiah – Yeshua as Savior and Lord.
· The dragon’s war against the woman – Israel, is connected to his war against the Child – Yeshua.
· The enemy’s persecution against the Jewish people is connected to his war against Messiah.

Messiah, the Lamb vs. the dragon, satan
· The Lamb is the antithesis of the dragon, and the dragon of the Lamb.
· The war between the two spiritual forces collides and comes to a head at the Cross of Calvary.
· There the forces of evil and hell itself converge against the incarnation of good and there the darkness crucifies the Light.
· The dragon strikes his blow against the Lamb – Gen. 3:14-15	“The Lord said to the serpent, because you did this, cursed are you above all the livestock and above every animal of the field. On your belly will you go, and dust will you eat all the days of your life. I will put animosity between you and the woman – between your seed and her see. He will crush your head, and you will crush His heel.”
· The crucifixion is the most evil of things done, yet the most beautiful, the love of God giving of itself as a sacrifice to bring redemption and life. It was the pinnacle of good and evil.
· The cross is the ideal example of the dragon’s war against all who follow and belong to the Lord, bearing His image.
· The love of God displayed on the cross overcomes all judgment and hatred, it’s the light that prevails in darkness – life overcoming death.
· The dragon, with all his powers, could not overcome, but the Lamb overcomes the dragon.

The spiritual forces of darkness are very real, even though already defeated by Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension.

So – how do we fight the power of the dragon we see operating in our world today?

Rev. 12:11	“They [believers] overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”
AMP:	“They have overcome [conquered] him by means of the blood of the Lamb and by the utterance of their testimony, for they did not love and cling to life even when faced with death [hold their lives cheap till they had to die for their witnessing.”

· The time or age or circumstance doesn’t matter because the dragon’s war is against all who believe and serve the Lord at all times and in all places. 
· Emanuel Dorbodzi – “It’s the same devil, just different places and different faces!”

Between now and the enemy’s ultimate victory, the question is how then must we live?

Rev. 12:11 is that answer: “They [believers] overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”
· “Overcame” from the Greek = nikao = “overcome, subdue, to triumph, to win, have victory.”
· It speaks of things to come and in past tense, but also carries the sense that “the victory is sure and absolute and as good as done.”
· As Jesus declared on the cross- John 19:28-30 “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scriptures might be fulfilled, said, I thirst…
So when Jesus received the sour wine, He said – “IT IS FINISHED!” and bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.”
The curse and power of sin is broken over mankind!
God’s people are bound for victory, and the dragon is bound for defeat!

Evil cannot exist on its own but only in relation to the good against which it wars.
Evil is not the primary, but secondary and the more it wars against good; it actually destroys itself. 
Evil in the end will not remain because good is the primary principle God created the world to operate in. His very nature is GOOD.

Evil, by its very nature, leads to destruction of itself.
It is no accident that the most evil of world figures such as Adolf Hitler and others have died by their own hands. Even those closet to Hitler took their own lives.
Evil is the inversion – opposite of good, and within it contains its own undoing.

The Foreverness of Good
Good is not secondary, but primary and absolute.
The dragon is cold blooded, the Lamb is warm blooded and good will endure forever.
The days of the dragon are numbered and will not last:
Rev. 12:12	“Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”
Yet the opposite is said about the Lord:
Psa. 136:1	“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and His love endures forever.”
· There’s a minimum of 65 verses declaring the goodness of God in scripture!

The days of God’s love are without number and will not end, as heaven is forever,
because forever is how long it takes to contain the goodness of God.
You need to get that into your spirit today!

The power of Nikao:
In the battle of good and evil, evil takes the form of the dragon, and good takes the form of the Lamb.
· Evil appears as strong, colossal, unstoppable, fierce and deadly – as the dragon.
· Good appears as weak, defenseless, without hope of prevailing – as a lamb.
BUT IN THE END – THE GOOD WILL PREVAIL, EVIL WILL CRUMBLE –
THE LAMB WILL OVERCOME THE DRAGON!

The nikao – victory, overcoming is with the Lamb, it is the Lamb who will be victorious, and those who follow the Lamb who will in the end be victorious.

The Great Contradiction:

All the greatest of the world empires, Egypt, Assyria, Babylon and Rome, all sought to eradicate the children of Israel from the face of the earth and the name of Israel from history – BUT, 
· The Pharaohs are gone
· Assyria lies in ruins
· Babylon has fallen
· Rome has crumbled
· The Third Reich has been wiped off the face of the earth.
· The Soviet Union has collapsed.
All of Israel’s enemies have fallen and have perished from the earth and will be no more:
The terrorists of Gaza and Lebanon’s Hezbollah are being defeated, the scriptures tell us all the enemies who come against Israel will be defeated.

· The Nation of Israel lives because the God of Israel lives, the Savior- Messiah of Israel lives.
· The weakest and most vulnerable in end will prevail and have proven to be the strongest of peoples.

God brought the nation of Israel into existence to bear witness of His existence.
They are because His IS.
They exist because He exists and they will continue to exist because He yet still exists.

The Promise:
Jer. 31:35-36	“Thus says the Lord, who give the sun for a light by day, the ordinances of the moon, and the stars for a light by night, who stirs up the sea that its waves roar – the Lord of Hosts is His name: ‘If these ordinances should depart form before ME, says the Lord, only then will the children of Israel cease from being a nation before Me forever.”
Ordinance = “Authoritative decree or direction, a law set forth by governmental authority.”

As long as the sun and moon and stars give light to the earth and the laws of nature are upheld, so the children of Israel, the Jewish people, will not cease from existing.

What Does This Promise Have To Do With You As A Believer In Jesus Christ?

Because you are created in the image of God, and you have become a son/daughter of God by faith in Yeshua/Jesus – you are a target of hatred and destruction for the enemy. 
He has waged war against all of mankind from the beginning by:
Wounding many, oppressing, hindering, thwarting Gods purposes for your life, breaking your spirit, crippling and paralyzing you, to defeat, crush and destroy you.

John 10:10 	“The thief come only in order to steal and kill and destroy. But I came that you may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance [to the full, till it overflows.]”

You have been given the power of nikao – overcoming and victory through Jesus-Yeshua, because you are of the Lamb.
· Overcoming requires a victory which is the result of a fight.
· We are not to fear the fight, the adversity, the attacks or the battle.
· They are the very things that make it possible for you to become victorious.

As the Lamb has and will overcome the dragon, so those who walk with the Lamb will prevail against the dragon.
John 15:4	“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”

No matter how dark, evil, if you follow the Lamb, walk with Him, you will prevail.
No matter how great the evil, it will in the end be vanquished.
We overcome evil by continuing to do good
We are not overcome by hate, but overcome hate with God’s love.
By God’s power, we will overcome the impossible.

We will press on in COURAGE – LOVE – THE RIGHT – THE GOOD.
All Who Keep Running The Race Will Win The Race
And Who Keep Fighting The Battle, Will Win The Battle
All Who Press On In The Power Of The Lamb Will Be Victorious

At the very end of the Bible – the dragon’s war is finally brought to an end.
The inverted angel, the devil, satan will be vanquished, the good will prevail and will never end.

The Kingdom of God will then be manifested in its glory with the Messiah – Yeshua!
1Cor. 2:9 	“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, not have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

On that day: there will be no more wars, prisons, hatred, prejudice, violence, invasions, terrorists, slaughters, holocausts, fear, pain, graveyards, sorrow, death, mourning, weeping!

The days of the dragons terrorizing mankind will be put to an end and all those who love the Lord will live in His Kingdom where there will be SHALOM and Joy in the Presence of the Lord FOREVER.

So –	In the power of His might -  
Fight the good Fight
Finish the course
Never give in
Never give up
Press on in the victory
Overcome the dragon

Rise Up And Be The Dragon Slayer You Are Created To Be!
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